
FORMATS FOR DISCLAIMERS 
 
When a communication is paid for by a candidate committee, the disclaimer must 
include the words “Paid for by,” followed by the name of the committee:  
 

“Paid for by Friends of Mary Smith.”  
 
The disclaimer may also include the name of the treasurer or other authorized 
agent:  
 

“Paid for by Friends of Mary Smith for Mayor, James Jones, Treasurer.”  
 
When a communication is paid for by another in coordination with a candidate 
committee, both the person making the payment and the committee accepting the 
in-kind contribution should be listed:  
 

“Paid for by Citizens for Government, Authorized by Mary Smith for 
Governor.” 

 
Attribution statements must be readable, legible, and readily accessible. That is, 
each individual letter or character must be clearly printed so that it can be easily 
understood, it can be read easily, and it can be seen without much difficulty. A 
disclaimer is evident to be readable, legible, and readily accessible if it meets all 
of the following requirements:  
 

1. It appears in a sans-serif font.  
2. The font is sufficiently large. On a written communication no larger than 8.5 

inches by 11 inches, it is printed in at least 10-point font. On a written 
communication larger than 8.5 inches by 11 inches but smaller than 24 
inches by 36 inches, it is printed in at least 12-point font. On a larger written 
communication, the letters are at least four percent of the vertical height of 
the written communication. 

3. It appears in black text on a white background, or the contrast between the 
background color and the text color is at least as great as between the 
background color and text color of the largest text in the communication.  

4. It remains visible for a period of at least four seconds.  
 
All attribution statements shall be presented in a clear and conspicuous manner 
that gives the recipient of the communication adequate notice of the identity of the 
person making the payment or reimbursement or assuming responsibility for the 
communication. 


