
ATTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
(DISCLAIMERS) 

 
Attribution statements, commonly referred to as disclaimers, are statements 
required to be placed on any communication containing express advocacy in order 
to identify the person(s) who paid for and/or authorized the communication. 
 
Express advocacy refers to a communication that references a clearly identified 
candidate and unambiguously relates to the election or defeat of that candidate. 
Examples include “Vote for John Doe,” “Reelect your Incumbent Mayor,” or “Doe 
for City Council.” 
 
No disbursement by a candidate committee may be made anonymously and no 
contribution or disbursement may be made in a fictitious name or by one person 
or organization in the name of another. 
 
Every printed advertisement, billboard, handbill, sample ballot, television or radio 
advertisement, or other communication containing express advocacy which is paid 
for by any contribution or disbursement shall clearly identify its source. 
 
Every communication containing express advocacy the cost of which is paid for or 
reimbursed by a committee, or for which a committee assumes responsibility, 
whether by accepting a contribution or making a disbursement, shall identify its 
source by the words "Paid for by" followed by the name of the committee making 
the payment or reimbursement or assuming responsibility for the communication 
and may include the name of the treasurer or other authorized agent of the 
committee. 
 
Attribution statements are not required on communications containing express 
advocacy printed on small items on which the information required cannot be 
conveniently printed, including text messages, social media communications, and 
certain small advertisements on mobile phones. Attribution statements are also not 
required on business cards, buttons, pencils, pens, pins, skywriting, tickets, or 
small online ads and similar electronic communications where the language 
required could not conveniently be included, and that either link directly to a 
website that includes the required attribution, or provide an automatic display that 
includes the attribution. 


