Do | need a permit to build a fence and are there
height restrictions?

Yes and no. Depending on location, the City of
Wauwatosa limits the maximum height of residential
fences (see Figure A). For those fences requiring a
permit (see Table below), an Application for Building
Permit, two copies of a survey, two copies of a sketch
or photograph of the style of fencing proposed, and a
$50.00 permit fee are required at the time of

How do | determine my front, side, and rear
yards?

As illustrated in Figure B the front yard is the area
from the front wall of the dwelling to the front property
line. Side and rear yards are the areas behind the
front wall of the dwelling to the rear property line.

How do | determine my property lines?
To accurately locate property lines requires a survey

How can | obtain a survey?

Check your records. Some homeowners may have
previously acquired this document in conjunction with
their closing. Otherwise, the services of a qualified
Land Surveyor should be obtained. A number of firms
are listed in the Yellow Pages. Using the services of a
Land Surveyor is the best way to avoid property
boundary disputes with neighbors.
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My neighbor is building a fence. Do they need my
permission and shouldn’t | have been notified?
No. Disputes arising out of fence construction or
location can only be resolved through civil litigation.

Should the good side of the fence face outward?
Yes. Certain styles of fences (see Figure C) face both
directions.
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This is one example of many possible “Good
Neighbor” style fences.

SAFETY TIP:
Why not give Diggers Hotline (800)242-
8511 a call prior to excavation?

Questions?

Contact Building and Safety staff 479-8907. To
view the City of Wauwatosa Fence Code, visit at
www.wauwatosa.net.

City of Wauwatosa

Building & Safety Division

7725 West North Avenue
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53213
(414) 479-8907

Fax: (414) 479-8986

E-mail: tbuilding@wauwatosa.net
Web Site: www.wauwatosa.net

This brochure is for informational purposes only.
Reference Wauwatosa Fence Code 15.28 for
more information.
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