
 
 

 
 
 

TRAFFIC AND SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, October 29, 2002 

 
 
PRESENT: Alds. Becker, Herzog, Krol, Matthews, McCarthy        -5 
 
ALSO    
PRESENT: W. Kappel, Dir. of Public Works; Ald. Grimm 
 
 
Ald. Krol in the Chair called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
Request for Change in Parking Regulations at N. 77th Street and Mary Ellen Place 
 
Mr. Kappel reported on a request by residents on Mary Ellen Place north of 77th Street to extend existing 
parking restrictions to incorporate a portion of the south side of Mary Ellen Place.  There is a one-hour 
restriction from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. excluding Sundays and holidays beginning on N. 77th Street at Blue Mound 
Road and ending at the south property line of 529 N. 77th Street where Mary Ellen Place joins N. 77th Street.  
Residents on Mary Ellen Place find it difficult to park in front of their homes on weekdays, and there has also 
been a request to lift the Saturday restrictions. 
 
Mr. Kappel recommended a 90-day trial of one hour parking between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. except Saturday, 
Sunday and holidays on the west side of N. 77th Street and south side of Mary Ellen Place from W. Blue 
Mound Road to the west lot line of 7729 Mary Ellen Place.  This would change existing restrictions on N. 
77th Street by eliminating Saturday regulations and address the request of Mary Ellen Place residents for 
restrictions on all-day parking.. 
 
Judy Nicholson, 7705 Mary Ellen Place, said that people who work at a building at 77th Street and Blue 
Mound Road have been parking all day on Mary Ellen Place since early this summer.  There is a small 
boulevard there and the street itself is very narrow, creating a dangerous situation.  Also, parked cars often 
overhang residents’ driveways and block access.  Ms. Nicholson said she has found that there are always 
parking spaces available on Blue Mound Road.   
 
Ald. Grimm indicated that he has observed the situation several times and believes the changes proposed by 
Mr. Kappel would be beneficial. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Herzog, seconded by Ald. Matthews to approve a 
  90-day trial of the recommended changes in parking restrictions on 
  N. 77th Street and Mary Ellen Place.     Ayes:  5 
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Cost Recovery Policy for Parking Changes Requested by Commercial or Industrial Properties 
 
The committee reviewed the proposed ordinance amending Section 2.02.180 of the Code to provide for 
reimbursement of costs associated with parking regulation changes requested by commercial and industrial 
enterprises.  Mr. Kappel indicated that the policy would apply only to 90-day trials of discretionary parking 
changes.  There would be no charge for changes made by the City in the interest of public safety.  He noted 
that Pick ‘N Save recently requested a 20-foot no parking setback at their driveways and was willing to 
reimburse installation costs. 
 
  Moved by Ald. McCarthy, seconded by Ald. Matthews to recommend 
  adoption -- 
 
In response to a question, Mr. Kappel said that loading zones are licensed through the City Clerk’s office, and 
applicants pay an annual fee that is relatively nominal.  He indicated that he may propose a change in that fee 
in the future to more fully recover costs.   
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  5 
 
 
Elimination of 15-Minute Parking Zone at Madison School 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that the principal of Madison Elementary School has requested removal of a 15-minute 
parking zone that was established at her request in December 2000 across from the school’s entrance on 
Glendale Avenue.  While it was very helpful initially, the principal finds that the zone is now creating some 
problems.  She was cautioned at the time of installation that the regulations would be unenforceable.  Mr. 
Kappel recommended removing the existing signs without a 90-day trial, thereby removing the signs and 
standards before frost sets in and making about two parking spaces available for teacher parking. 
 
  Moved by Ald. McCarthy, seconded by Ald. Matthews to recommend 
  introduction of an ordinance to remove the 15-minute parking 
  restrictions on Glendale Avenue at Madison School – 
 
Ald. Matthews said she had been contacted in connection with the original request and fully supports the 
current request for removal. 
 
Asked about other school drop-off zones, Mr. Kappel cited areas at Longfellow and at McKinley.  He said 
that the one at Longfellow has been fairly successful for parents who need to drop in and does not seem to be 
abused.  Again, in both those cases, the police department cautioned about their inability to enforce the short-
term restrictions. 
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  5 
   
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 
 
 
 
      Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
      Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
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