
 

 
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC AND SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, December 10, 2002 

 
 
PRESENT: Alds. Becker, Herzog, Matthews           -3 
 
EXCUSED:  Alds. Krol, McCarthy 
 
ALSO    
PRESENT: W. Kappel, Dir. of Public Works; Capt. J. Bozicevich, Police Dept.; 
 
Ald. Herzog in the Chair called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
Request for Crosswalk, Signage on W. Center Street at N. 117th Street 
 
Mr. Kappel, Director of Public Works, reported on a request by Jane Fischer, 3112 N. Knoll Terrace for stop 
signs or a school crossing on W. Center Street at N. 117th Street.  The City has been dealing with the 
Eisenhower Elementary School/West High School traffic issue in this area for at least the past two years, he 
said.  Based on warrants established by the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and examination of 
traffic patterns, a stop sign is not warranted at this location.  A pedestrian crossing had been considered earlier 
this year but was never established due to the school district’s reluctance to get involved or help maintain the 
crosswalk and also based on the potential hardship to adjacent residents.  Placing a school crossing at 117th 
Street would give pedestrians a false sense of security, Mr. Kappel felt.  Merely placing lines on the street 
would not slow traffic or prevent accidents and may actually put children in more danger.   
 
Mr. Kappel reported on his recent observations of the intersection and surrounding area.  There are sidewalks 
on the north side of the street from Mayfair Road to 124th Street.  A no parking zone ends at the west end of 
the elementary school property just before the t-intersection with 117th Street.  There are no sidewalks on the 
south side of Center Street.  He never observed more than three cars parked on the north side of the street at 
any given time.  There were as many as six cars parked on the south side between 116th and 118th Streets and 
another six or seven on 117th Street, all for people walking children from their cars to the school—and  walking 
the same distance as if they had parked on the north side of the street where a sidewalk is available.  They 
may have parked on the south side or the side street as a matter of convenience concerning the direction they 
were coming from or to which they were heading.  
 
A traffic engineer with 30 years of experience looked at this situation last year, Mr. Kappel reported.  His only 
recommendation was to change the starting times of the elementary school and high school to stagger the 
traffic.  The problem is of very short duration, beginning at about 7:40 and continuing until shortly after 8 a.m.  
There is ample parking in the lot between the two schools, but eastbound drivers may have to wait in line to 
turn into the lot, sometimes queuing up as far as a block and a half to the west.  There are four crosswalks with 
crossing guards in this area:  at 110th, 114th, 116th, and 120th Streets.   
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Jerry Lahmann, 11506 W. Clarke Street, questioned the burden on adjacent property owners that had been 
mentioned in connection with a crosswalk.  Mr. Kappel explained that a carriage walk would be needed on 
private property so that pedestrians would not be led into one of the driveways that are the only current 
openings on the north side of the street.   
 
Mr. Lahmann then questioned the warrants for placement of stop signs given that there are stop signs at 114th 
and 116th Streets and the situation at 117th Street would be similar in terms of being an entranceway to the 
schools.  He asked about waiver of the warrants.  Mr. Kappel explained that both 114th and 116th are major 
entry and exit points for the schools.  He would not promote a waiver because the more unwarranted stop signs 
that are installed, the more traffic begins to disregard them.  A stop sign at 117th Street would be in place 24 
hours each day, he noted, to solve what is really a 20-minute problem.  It would encourage drivers to go 
through it outside of that 20-minute time period. 
 
Mr. Lahmann said he has been on committees at Eisenhower that have come up with potential solutions that 
they thought would be implemented.  They have spoken with City officials as well as the school superintendent 
without result.  He felt that traffic counts by the City should be done in inclement weather to show the major 
problems that occur then that put children and parents at risk.  Other alternatives such as a sidewalk on the 
south side have been suggested, but there is always a reason why it can’t be done, he said.   
 
Jane Fischer, 3112 N. Knoll Terrace, said that some of the 13 children that reportedly cross at 117th Street 
daily walk from their homes; they are not driven to that point.  The crosswalk and stop signs are needed so that 
they can cross safely.  Parents park there because the school parking lot is too small and congested to 
accommodate everyone and the traffic flow is not conducive to everyone parking there.  Parents park where 
they can get in and out easily because they need to get to work on time.  Parents are not asking for a 100% 
guarantee of safety but just want a better chance.  A three-way stop sign would improve traffic flow and 
address backups for westbound motorists turning onto 117th Street.  Although it is a 20-minute problem, it only 
takes a second or two for a major accident to occur, Ms. Fischer said.  There are many intersections with four-
way stops that have little traffic, such as Center Street at 120th Street.  Also, there is no cement at the 120th 
Street corners.   
 
Kathy Long, 2219 N. 117th Street, said that start times were staggered better when Eisenhower started  at 8:10 
a.m..  Then West’s start time was changed to 8 a.m. to coincide with East’s, and Eisenhower’s was moved to 
7:55 a.m.  Ms. Long noted that kindergarten, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades all enter the school from the west 
side of the building, so parents without children at the high school could cross their students at 117th Street and 
head back to the south without getting into high school traffic jam.  Moving the crossing guard to 117th Street 
could alleviate a lot of the congestion associated with entering and leaving the parking lot, she suggested.  The 
existing three-way stop at 116th Street would remain to control vehicular traffic, but children wouldn’t cross 
there.  With the exception of 1st graders, the only ones entering Eisenhower from the east would be those who 
are late or whose parents park in the lot.  Ms. Long said that she carpools with someone with a child attending 
the middle school, so she does have to deal with the Center Street traffic.  When going just to Eisenhower, she 
prefers to park on Center Street so that she can easily get back to 117th Street. 
 
Ald. Matthews said she has children who attend schools in this area and is familiar with the situation.  She 
expressed interest in the idea of moving the school crossing to 117th Street.  Because of the number of 
students crossing at 116th Street, however, Mr. Kappel indicated that he wouldn’t be willing to make such a 
change based on one parent’s input.  Ald. Matthews said she would be interested in exploring the idea with the 
school and the school district.  She felt the 7:55 start time to be rather early, although she noted that a later start 
also presents problems for working parents.  At this time she would not support another stop sign for the 
reasons cited by Mr. Kappel.  She felt it would only increase problems.  She commented that the crossing 
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guard at 116th Street crosses children from either corner by stepping out on one side and watching them cross 
on the other side.  She expressed interest in moving the guard to 117th Street after exploring the issue more.  
She said that the school needs to do its part, and perhaps adjusting starting times is an easy solution, especially 
if things were better when start times were more staggered.   
 
Mr. Kappel reiterated that this is a 20-minute problem.  He said that there are no funds for an additional 
crossing guard at 117th, and moving the guard would create a confusing situation.   
 
Ald. Becker felt that parking on the south side of Center Street to cross kids is a horrendous situation.  He 
noted that he used to walk his children to school at Lincoln because he found it safer than driving them there.  
He suggested there should be no parking on the south side of Center Street between 7 and 8 a.m. so no one 
can stop there and cross children against traffic.  He would look for a sidewalk even if he had to park three 
blocks away, he said.  He felt that the elementary school should start later and agreed that stop signs should not 
be installed at 117th Street.  There probably should be a sidewalk on the south side of the street, he 
commented, but assessing homeowners and fining them for not clearing it would be a problem.  
 
Ms. Long said that people with children at different schools do not want to make separate trips, but Ald. 
Becker countered that for the safety of the children they should do just that.  Ms. Long added that West 
students who drive to school themselves are another safety issue.  West’s dismissal time is also closer to 
Eisenhower’s than it had been at one time, which perhaps should also be discussed with the school district. 
 
Ald. Becker saw the situation as more of a school problem.  Traffic could be cut down a lot if start times were 
changed, he said.  Parents should approach the school district for a response. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Becker, seconded by Ald. Matthews to hold the 
  matter until January 28, 2003, to allow for discussion with the  

school district by parents and staff about changing school 
start times – 
 

Mr. Kappel noted that the City has no control over that situation whatsoever except to make a request on 
behalf of this committee.   
 
Discussion ensued on the merits of an indefinite hold until the residents determine if they can get resolution on 
changing start times.  Ald. Becker indicated that it his intent to have staff report back on January 28 on 
progress made with the schools on the start time issue and then to set another date, if necessary, for further 
discussion and public input. 
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  3 
 
 
Completion of 90-Day Trial – No Right Turns on W. Lloyd Street at Martha Washington Drive 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that the 90-day trial of no right turns from 6 to 9 a.m. for eastbound W. Lloyd Street 
traffic at Martha Washington Drive was unsuccessful in reducing through traffic on Martha Washington Drive.  
He recommended removing the signs. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Becker, seconded by Ald. Matthews to remove 
  the signs and place the matter on file.     Ayes:  3 
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Completion of 90-Day Trial – No Parking at Driveways on N. 70th Street North of W. State Street  
 
Mr. Kappel reported that there have been no complaints about the 90-day trial of no parking for a distance of 
20 feet on either side of the Pick ‘N Save driveways on N. 70th Street north of W. State Street.  He 
recommended a permanent ordinance change.   
 
  Moved by Ald. Matthews, seconded by Ald. Becker to recommend 
  introduction of an ordinance implementing the no parking zones.    Ayes:  3 
 
 
Request for Parking Changes on N. 108th Place North of W. Wisconsin Avenue  
 
Mr. Kappel reported on a request by Thomas Rudig of Rudig Trophies, 580 N. 108th Place, for parking 
limitations on the east side of N. 108th Place north of W. Wisconsin Avenue to accommodate customer 
parking.  This would be the first test of the new ordinance requiring reimbursement of costs for discretionary 
parking changes.  Mr. Rudig is aware of the policy and has agreed to pay for trial installation of the necessary 
signs. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Becker, seconded by Ald. Matthews to approve a 
  90-day trial of the requested parking changes.     Ayes:  3 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 
 
 
      Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
      Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
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