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AGENDA 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28TH, 2016 – 7:00 PM 

COMMITTEE ROOM #1 

*1. Request Joseph Militello at 2218 N 117th Street in the R1-6 Residential District appealing the 

decision of the Board of Public Works that denied parking a commercial vehicle in a residential 

district. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 *Under Wisconsin Statutes 19.85(1)(a) or (g) the Board may adjourn into closed session for purposes of 

deliberating after a quasi-judicial hearing or to confer with their legal counsel. Subsequent to the closed 

session, the Board may reconvene in open session for further consideration of other matters on the 

agenda.  
 

 

 

 

Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the American With Disabilities Act that requires the meeting or materials at the meeting to be in an 

accessible location or format must contact the City Clerk at voice telephone 479-8917 or TTY 471-8484 (City Hall, 7725 West North Avenue, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 

53213) for accommodations. Requests for accommodations for meetings should be made at least three (3) business days prior to the meeting. Every effort will be 

made to arrange accommodations for all meetings, so please give the City Clerk as much advance notice as possible.  

 

 

Please note: A 5 minute break after each hour of meeting time is scheduled to allow a rest period for the recording clerk. 



CITY OF WAUWATOSA 

MEMO 

 

 

To: Board of Zoning Appeals 

 

From: Jennifer Ferguson 

Date: January 21, 2016 

Subject: Request Joseph Militello at 2218 N 117th Street in the R1-6 Residential District 

appealing the decision of the Board of Public Works that denied parking a 

commercial vehicle in a residential district. 

 

In response to a neighbor compliant concerning a limousine parked in the front yard driveway at the 

property, the City’s code enforcement officer verified the complaint and sent a notice of noncompliance 

to the property owner.  As a commercial vehicle, the outdoor parking of the limousine is in violation of 

the City’s off-street parking code in residential zoning districts (section 24.11.060 C, attached).  

Commercial vehicles must be parked in an enclosed building in a residential district.  The property owner 

was subsequently mailed an application for the Board of Public Works (BPW) to request a variance to 

code requirement, as they are the City body that initially considers such a request.   

 

The Board of Public Works considered the variance request November 16th meeting and voted 

unanimously to deny the request (minutes attached).  The applicant’s next avenue of recourse is this 

appeal to the Board of Zoning Appeals.   

 

By ordinance, the Board of Zoning Appeals reviews an appeal of a decision of the Board of Public Works 

as a de novo hearing.  The de novo hearing is a new hearing and therefore the Board of Zoning Appeals 

owes no deference to the previous decision and takes on the role of BPW as an independent entity.  The 

Board should create an entirely new motion and either uphold the appeal, or vote to deny the applicant’s 

request.  Should the Board uphold the appeal, the applicant could park the commercial vehicle outdoors at 

the property; however, it would have to parked in the rear/side yard as parking is not allowed in the front 

yard of residential districts.  The location of the parking was not part of the initial notice of 

noncompliance or the applicant’s BPW variance request and would necessitate a subsequent appeal.   
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