
CITY OF WAUWATOSA 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MINUTES ● MARCH 17, 2015 

 Regular Meeting Common Council Chambers 6:30 PM 

  7725 West North Avenue, Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

City of Wauwatosa Page 1 Updated 3/23/2015 10:20 AM  

Final 

PRESENT: Alds. Walz-Chojnacki, Berdan, Byrne, Causier, Dubinski, Kofroth, McBride, Moldenhauer, 

Pantuso, Roznowski, Stippich, -11 

 
EXCUSED: Ald. Wilson  

 
ABSENT: Alds. Tilleson, Walsh, Wilke, Hanson 

 
ALSO Mr. Archambo, City Administrator; Mr. Kesner, City Attorney; Mr. Ruggini, Finance 
PRESENT: Director; Ms. Ledesma, City Clerk 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ITEMS 

1. Introduction of the League of  WI Municipalities and legislative updates 

Jerry Deschane, Executive Director of the League of Wisconsin Municipalities (LWM), and Curt Witynski, 

Assistant Director, made a brief presentation concerning the 117-year history of the non-partisan League.   
 
Mr. Witynski presented some key points about the proposed biennial State budget, noting that the main strategy 

for bringing the budget into the black are proposed cuts to the UW system: 
 

 There are no cuts proposed to shared revenue with municipalities 
 Levy limits remain unchanged (levy can be increased by the same percent as net new construction) 
 There is a proposal to shift the responsibility of property assessment to the counties for communities 

under a certain size; this is a radical operational change that likely will be removed from the budget 
 Cuts made in the 2011 budget to the Local Government Property Insurance Fund are not being restored 

in this budget.  The Fund is not performing well enough to cover its claims; there have been large 

claims in recent years and premiums are insufficient.  Private insurance carriers are interested in 

entering this market.  The League has its own company for insurance and is exploring creating an 

alternative to this Fund. 
 Funds for recycling grants for local municipalities may be reduced from $19 million currently to $15 

million next year; restoration to $19 million is proposed in year two of the budget 
 
Mr. Witynski outlined substantial challenges facing municipalities: 
 

 Substantial shortfall in the State’s Transportation Fund; borrowing $1.3 billion dollars is proposed for 

highway projects.  One-third is generally allocated for municipalities. 
 State interference with local use of room taxes; there is a proposal to require the dollars collected be 

turned over to a commission having sole authority on spending 
 State interference with PILOTs (a proposal had been made to require municipalities to share payments 

with other taxing jurisdictions) 
 Requiring pre-funding of post-retirement health benefits; some legislators want municipalities to set 

aside money for these benefits.  This has been defeated in the past. 
 Possible limits on annexation powers  
 Possible limits on municipal extraterritorial zoning powers 
 State interference with municipal finance decisions 
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Mr. Witynski also highlighted several legislative opportunities: 
 

 Changes to TIF law being recommended by a study committee 
 Working with new legislators who have municipal experience to create flexibility on levy limits 

 
Mr. Witynski summarized his remarks by noting that the League and the State’s municipalities are working 

towards the same goal of economic improvement in Wisconsin.  Thriving cities and villages are the key to a 

successful Wisconsin.   
 
Mr. Deschane added that the League needs municipalities to be partners in prosperity through increased 

engagement.  Members are encouraged to join the Lobby Corps (meeting with legislators three times in two 

years) or the Rapid Action Team (an email list where one can call legislators prior to a vote).  Responding to a 

question about a regional transit authority, Mr. Deschane stated that it was repealed by the state legislature.  

However, if municipalities see the need for this entity, they need to establish relationships with the legislators 

and engage them in that discussion. 
 
Several comments were made about the expansion of TIF authority and the concern that expanded use will 

result in this financial tool not serving the purpose for which it was intended.  A study committee is 

recommending against further expansion.   
 
Committee members also expressed concern about potential funding cuts to education; the Wauwatosa School 

District is facing $900,000 in cuts.  If Wauwatosa Schools become less attractive to parents as a result of cuts, it 

could adversely affect the City’s ability to attract new residents.  Mr. Deschane stated that the League cannot 

advocate for local schools, nor for the UW system, but local legislators - with their broader perspective - can. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                 

Carla A. Ledesma, CMC, City Clerk 
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