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Final 

PRESENT: Alds. McBride, Moldenhauer, Pantuso, Roznowski, Stippich Tilleson, Walsh, Walz-Chojnacki, 

Wilke, Berdan, Byrne, Causier, Dubinski, Kofroth -14 

 

EXCUSED: Alds. Hanson and Wilson 

 

    

  Ald. McBride in the Chair 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ITEMS 

1. Presentation by the DOT of the status of the Zoo Interchange project 

Messrs. Kurt Flierl, Mark Klipstein, and Laura Goranson from the WI Department of Transportation (DOT) 

presented a Power Point program that highlighted the current status of the Zoo Interchange Project, particularly 

as it affects Wauwatosa streets: 
 
Early October 2014 

 Watertown Plan Road westbound entrance to US 45 northbound opens 

 Wisconsin Avenue entrance to US 45 northbound closes 

 Adler Street (West Allis) becomes one-way westbound 

 76th Street bridge opens 

 Chester Street (West Allis) closes to through traffic 

 
Mid-October 2014  

 US 45 northbound exit to Watertown Plank Road eastbound and westbound opens, and Watertown 

Plank Road under US 45 opens  

 US 45 northbound and southbound exits to Wisconsin Avenue close 

 US 45 northbound exit to Blue Mound Road closes, and Blue Mound Road over US 45 closes 

 N. 97th Street between Wisconsin Avenue and Blue Mound Road closes 

 N. 95th Street becomes one-way northbound 

 84th Street between Honey Creek and the north side of Kearney Street (West Allis) closes 

 84th Street entrance ramp to westbound I-94 closes 

 I-94 westbound exit to 84th Street closes 

 WI Hwy. 100 southbound entrance to I-94 westbound opens 

 
Late October 2014 

 I-94 westbound reduced to two lanes between 70th Street and the Zoo Interchange 

 73rd Street pedestrian bridge demolition 
 
Mr. Flierl also noted that the pedestrian bridge over Watertown Plank Road opened in early September.   
 
Mr. Flierl added that the DOT has done extensive outreach work with the entities on the County grounds in an 

effort to keep everyone apprised of these ongoing changes in traffic patterns.  As well, advance signing has been 

installed on US 45 to inform travelers of changes; specific signing is also being used to direct visitors to the 

Milwaukee County Zoo. 
 
Mr. Klipstein, Project Manager for the core project, briefly reviewed the improvements that have been made to 
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Watertown Plank Road, Greenfield Avenue, 76th Street and Hwy. 100 in anticipation of the overflow traffic that 

these streets will need to accommodate as the Zoo Project proceeds.  He reviewed the staging that will occur as 

the project proceeds.  Mr. Klipstein briefly highlighted work that will occur later in October as Blue Mound 

Road closes, noting that the bridge over US 45 will eventually be demolished.  Once that work is completed, 

Wisconsin Avenue will be closed so demolition of that bridge can be accomplished. Similarly, once the work on 

84th Street is completed, that street will re-open and 92nd Street will close.    
 
Ms. Goranson discussed the User Guide and the Get-Around Guide published by the DOT in an effort to 

mitigate the disruption to the normal flow of traffic, and provide travel options for drivers.  Where appropriate, 

direct mailings have gone out to all residents and businesses.  ‘Direction sheets’ have been created by the DOT 

for distribution to businesses to enable their customers to reach them during road construction.  Many 

neighborhood meetings have also been held.  Ms. Goranson added that all kinds of communication tools are 

being utilized - print, radio, website, social media, etc.  She asked the Committee members to let her know if 

they are missing something.   
The Committee posed several questions about the closure status of the Hank Aaron trail, the type and location 

of sound barriers - if any- being used, the mix of seed being used to restore roadside areas.  Mr. Flierl noted that 

a final landscape plan will address targeted areas where native grasses and seeding will occur.  Special attention 

will be given along the Monarch butterfly trail, where native seed mixes will be used.  Past experience has 

shown, however, that the native seed mixes had a lower germination rate, so there will be more reliance in some 

areas on the traditional seed mix used along freeways. 
 
Mr. Flierl added that traffic mitigation efforts will again be made available to assist those local areas that will 

experience a significant increase in traffic over what they typically see because of the altered traffic patterns.  

Committee members expressed particular concern for the neighborhoods between US 45, Hwy. 100, Wisconsin 

Avenue, Blue Mound Road, and the Ravenswood area.  Ms. Goranson added that efforts can be specifically 

targeted to address the diverting routes that drivers attempt to create, once those routes are identified.   
 
In response to a query about the Badger Bus route and how it is impacted by the construction, Ms. Goranson 

stated that the company has been provided with the diverting routes, but the company chose not to use them.  

The company has chosen to serve only the downtown and Goerkes Corners area.  The DOT is asking the, 

however, to consider another stop near the Pettit National Ice Center.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m.   

 
 

                                                                 

Carla A. Ledesma, CMC, City Clerk 


	
	I. Committee of the Whole Items
	1. Presentation by the DOT of the status of the Zoo Interchange project


