
   WAUWATOSA CIVIC CELEBRATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, April 24, 2014 

A Monumental Fourth 

 
1. Attendance: 

Present:  Mike Anich, Brad Beckman, Bob Brunow, Jesse Dill, Mary Foley, John 

Hallanger, Dan Lofy, Patrick McNally, Kevin Mullen, Brit Swisher, Jamie Swisher, 

and Wendy Venske.  Excused: Bill Berdan.    

 

John Hallanger called the meeting to order at 7:00. 

 

2. Minutes:  Kevin Mullen made a motion to approve the March 2014 Minutes.  Mary 

Foley seconded the motion.  Minutes were approved.   

 

3. Old Business: 

 

a. Grand Marshal:  John Hallanger has contacted Mark Attanasio’s assistant.  He 

has not received a response.  Kevin Mullen suggested contacting the Brewer’s 

Community Foundation as an alternative, perhaps having Hank the dog as a ride 

along.  Dan Lofy will explore this option upon hearing from John Hallanger that the 

Attanasio option is out.   

 

b. Fireworks:  Bob Brunow – Bob Brunow met with the Fire Department regarding 

options for launch sites.  They are looking at two sites.  One of the locations is South 

of the Muellner Building along the river with the use of smaller shells.  Bob 

suggested Commission members attend the Park Commission meeting at 7:30 a.m., 

on May 20 where the change of launch site will be discussed.  Bob will ask Jeff at 

Bartolotta to be present at the meeting to answer any questions.  All paperwork has 

been filed and a 50% deposit has been paid. 

 

 

      4.      Assignments for 2013: 

 

A.  Memorial Day – Mike Anich reports that the Wauwatosa Community Band is set 

to play, the Boy Scouts have committed, the essay contest is set and the Mayor has 

been invited.  Dan Lofy gave Mike the contact information for the Wisconsin 

Submarine Veterans. 

 

B.  Parade – Dan Lofy.  The Austin Texas Drum & Bugle Corps are confirmed.  We 

currently have 7 marching/musical groups confirmed with 2 unconfirmed.  Dan will 

begin working on staging ideas. 

 

C. Afternoon Program – Program eliminated. 

   



D.  Evening Program – Patrick McNally.  Pat will contact the rec department 

regarding their potential involvement and get contact information for the Esprit Poms.  

Jamie Swisher will contact Brian Leahy regarding band performance times. 

 

E. Committee Assignments: 

 

a. Flyers/PR/Advertising – Brit and Jamie Swisher.  Brit is working with 

the Mayor’s assistant, Karen Jaeckels, on the website and would like to 

add blurbs regarding volunteering on the 4th, along with requests for 

Commission members.  The Mayor has included a slide in her town hall 

meeting power point highlighting the change in the direction of the parade.   

   

b. New Units –   Commission members.   

 

c. TV Coverage –  John Hallanger 

 

d. Flags – Lori Murphy.   

 

e. Fundraising – Kevin Mullen.  Discussion was had regarding the funding 

of the evening program.  Pat McNally will discuss with Music on the 

Move the need for a DJ and let them know that we will not need the 

generator.  Kevin has contacted Penzeys regarding their donation.   

 

f. Judging/Awards – Mary Foley.   All members, please provide names of 

potential judges to Mary.  Awards will be ordered in May.  John Hallanger 

will provide stationery/envelopes to Mary.   

 

g. Permits/Support Services (Port-O-Johns, Concessions, Radios) – 
Wendy Venske.  Discussion was had regarding the number of port-o-johns 

needed.  (1 at City Hall, 1 at Longfellow, 1 at  Sendiks, and 1 at Ray’s).  

Jamie Swisher will get input from Brian Leahy regarding the port-o-john 

needs for the evening program and what Tosa Tonight is planning to 

cover.  Wendy and Bob Brunow will check radio transmission at new site.   

 

h. Golf Carts – Bill Berdan:  

 

i. Volunteer Coordinator – Bob Brunow.  Brit Swisher suggested 

contacting those who did not win aldermanic seats to see if they would be 

interested in joining the Commission.  

 

j. Mayfair Contacts, Insurance – John Hallanger.   

 

k. Signage – Mike Anich.  Jesse Dill volunteered to help Mike with sign 

responsibilities.   

 

l. Cars –  



 

m. Contacts with Officials – Bill Berdan.   

 

n. Floats –   Dan Lofy will contact De Rosa Corporation and Focus Credit 

Union to see if they would like floats this year. 

 

o. Traffic – Bill Berdan   

 

A Motion to adjourn was made by Mary Foley and seconded by Bob Brunow.  Motion passed 

and the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jamie Swisher  

 

 


