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TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

Committee Room #1 

 

PRESENT:   Alds. McBride, Moldenhauer, Pantuso, Roznowski, Wilke    –  5  

 

ALSO PRESENT:  W. Porter, Dir. of Public Works; Capt. J. Sharpee, Police Dept.;  

Alds. Dubinski, Wilson; J. Archambo, City Admin.; Mayor Ehley 

 

Ald. Wilke as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Proposed Trial Adjustments to Speed Limit on Ludington Avenue 
 

Mr. Porter, Director of Public Works, reported on review of the 30 MPH speed limit on Ludington 

Avenue between Milwaukee Avenue and W. North Avenue.  A police traffic survey over a five-day 

period found that 90% of the cars were within or 2 MPH above the speed limit, for an average speed of 

32 MPH.  The speed limit is 25 MPH on Milwaukee Avenue and on 88th Street, which extends 

Ludington Avenue to the north of North Avenue.  Staff recommends a 90-day trial to change the speed 

limit to 25 MPH, consistent with Milwaukee Avenue and 88th Street.  The Police Department concurs.   

 

Ald. Dubinski, 2nd District, reported that Ald. Causier began efforts last summer to make the speed limit 

on Ludington Avenue consistent with the surrounding area.  He provided copies of a letter distributed to 

residents and their replies. Eleven residents were strongly in favor of reducing the speed limit, and the 

brother of the only person opposed later expressed support.  He plans to work with staff to address 

pedestrian signs at Stickney Avenue and Hart Park Drive. 

 

  Moved by Ald. Pantuso, seconded by Ald. Roznowski to approve 

  a 90-day trial of a 25 MPH speed limit on Ludington Avenue 

  between Milwaukee Avenue and W. North Avenue – 

 

Ald. Roznowski commented that this combines with overall activities such as the Safe Routes to School 

program.  A consistent speed limit here is important and makes sense.  He noted that this is a bus route, 

and Ald. McBride added that there are a few blind spots on the street as well. 

 

  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  5 

 

Proposed Trial Parking Restrictions around Madison School 
 

Mr. Porter, Director of Public Works, proposed a 90-day trial of parking restrictions on Glendale 

Avenue and 100th Street in connection with the recently completed school traffic safety study.  To 

improve traffic flow and safety around Madison School, he proposed three changes: 
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1. Glendale Avenue, south side, from 100th Street to 101st Street – No Parking on School Days 8 

a.m. to 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

2. Glendale Avenue approximately 100 feet east of 100th Street – 15 Minute Parking on School 

Days 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

3. 100th Street, east side, from Glendale Avenue south to the driveway – No 

Stopping/Standing/Parking on School Days 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

Jason Kauflin, 4124 N. 110th Street, pointed out that school ends at 2:20 on Wednesdays and favored 

one big window of time.   

 

Terry Krueger, 4603 N. 101st Street, who walks children to school, spoke of pedestrian safety concerns 

in connection with parking issues and suggested that one-way traffic at specific times might be helpful.  

She favored consistent restrictions. 

 

Ald. Wilson, 8th District, favored any immediate or temporary changes to mitigate the issue of safety.  

He commented that it is unfortunate that we have to talk about the safest way to walk in the street when 

sidewalks might be the best answer.  He asked for clarification on no stopping/standing versus no 

parking in terms of enforcement, Capt. Sharpee explained that a vehicle is considered parked if left 

unattended.  Officers would use common sense if someone is unloading or briefly stepping away. 

 

  Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Moldenhauer to 

  approve a 90-day trial of the recommended parking restrictions 

  with a change 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in #1 and 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. in #2 – 

 

Ald. Roznowski pointed out that a 90-day trial is shortened with the end of school soon approaching. 

 

  With consent of the mover and second, Ald. McBride amended 

  the trial to a 45-day period – 

 

The Chair said that the issue of sidewalks in school areas will require further discussion, perhaps 

through the bike and pedestrian plan and within the next budget cycle. 

 

  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  5 

 

In considering further changes in the future, the Chair suggested revisions to no parking and “hug and 

go” restrictions on 100th Street, which Mr. Porter noted.   

 

45-Day Review of Trial Parking Restrictions on Hillside Lane 
 

Mr. Porter, Director of Public Works, reported that the recently posted trial of no parking restrictions on 

the south side of Hillside Lane prompted several complaints from residents who felt led to believe that 

parking would be restricted on the north side of the street.  His original proposal for restrictions on the 

north side was based on hydrants on that side as well as a favorable response from 16 of 42 residents.  

At the committee meeting, a group of residents preferred the south side, resulting in a committee 
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directive to place the restrictions on the side with the least amount of parking.  Staff counted 37 spaces 

on the north side of the street and 33 on the south. 

 

Jon Draeger, 6706 Hillside Lane; Mike Killdoo, 6666 Hillside Lane; and Marybeth Miller, 6702 Hillside 

Lane, spoke in favor of north side restrictions.  They mentioned that there are six or seven houses on the 

south side that don’t have garages or driveways and have about 10 vehicles that park on the street.  Most 

properties on the north side have driveways or access through an alley and don’t use street parking.  The 

issue was seen not as how many spaces there are on each side but which properties need parking.   

 

Kathy Gates, 6603 Hillside Lane, felt that limiting parking to just one side would facilitate access, 

especially for emergency and service vehicles, but had no preference as to which side.  She said that 

speed has become an issue now with an open traffic lane.  Dean Gates, 6603 Hillside Lane, added that 

children playing in the area are now more easily seen. Damon Bickhart, 6731 Hillside Lane, said it is 

sometimes difficult to exit driveways on the south side of the street when cars are parked on either side.  

There is a lot more open space on the north side. 

 

Ald. McBride observed that there is no easy solution, and removing parking from either side of the street 

increases the likelihood of speeding.  Additional signage and police enforcement may be needed.  Mr. 

Draeger reported that the Police Department will place a speed monitoring trailer on the street in June.   

 

  Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Moldenhauer to approve 

  a 45-day modification to the trial by moving the no parking restriction  

to the north side of Hillside Lane and to install appropriate 25 MPH  

speed limit signs at a midblock location at the Director of Public  

Works’ discretion for both directions of traffic – 

 

The Chair commented that public streets are for everyone’s use.  Anyone can park, bike, or drive there.   

 

  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  5 

 

Approval of Wayfinding Signage Planning Process for the Mayfair Road Improvement in 2014 

from Burleigh Street to Hampton Avenue (Project No. 1005, State Project I.D. 2030-09-00/90) 
 

Mr. Porter, Director of Public Works, reported that staff was asked to investigate how Community 

Sensitive Solutions (CSS) design elements used in the current WisDOT work on Mayfair Road could be 

incorporated into other planned projects on Mayfair Road in order to present a uniform, consistent theme 

along the corridor.  There is $250,000 in 2015 Capital Improvements Program (CIP) funding set aside 

for this work. With WisDOT planning underway, now is the time to act if the City would like to 

incorporate CSS elements such as color treated crosswalks and wayfinding signage into the 2014 

Mayfair Road improvement from Burleigh Street to Hampton Avenue.  To meet WisDOT’s schedule, 

the City will have to prepare plan sheets, specifications, locations, decide on signage text, and agree to 

perform all routine sign and crosswalk maintenance before August in order for them to include these 

elements in the plan set for this project.   

 

To start the process, staff contacted HNTB Corporation, who did CSS work on Mayfair Road south of 

Watertown Plank Road and has design specifications available as well as the expertise to quickly put 
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together a sign package in conformance with WisDOT specifications.  HNTB’s proposal would lead the 

City through the process and produce plan-ready sheets for WisDOT at a fee not to exceed $22,800.  

The Finance Director has indicated it is possible to use the earmarked CIP money for design purposes in 

2013 for work to occur in 2014. 

 

Ald. Wilson noted that this project has a broad impact on the economic health of the city given growth 

extending north on Mayfair Road and west on Burleigh Street.  Tying access and activity from Mayfair, 

Burleigh, and to Hwy. 45 is an important next step in revitalization.  He asked if there are corollaries in 

this proposal to all of the elements in the south of Watertown Plank project.  Mr. Porter responded that 

planting beds and retaining wall treatments may not apply.  It will mainly focus on wayfinding signage 

and colored concrete crosswalks at major intersections.  Ald. Wilson recommended endorsing all 

elements included south of Watertown Plank Road to create a consistent look.   

 

The Chair was concerned about lack of landscaping, particularly since trees removed during the first part 

of the roadwork have not been replaced.  All elements should be retained in the design process to keep 

the corridor streetscape consistent. 

 

Mr. Porter cautioned that we will already be bumping up against the budget with signage and 

crosswalks.  He believes that WisDOT, in the normal course, would be replanting trees in this section of 

Mayfair Road but will investigate further to confirm that.  Ald. Wilson said that the intersection at 

Burleigh is part of the TIF, so there might be an opportunity to find some funding there to offset costs. 

 

  Moved by Ald. McBride to recommend to Council approve of 

  the planning process with the expectation that the Director of 

  Public Works will follow up and report back on other elements 

  such as trees and planting beds – 

 

Discussion ensued on the desire for including additional elements but the lack of information on those 

costs.  Mr. Porter emphasized the need to move ahead with engaging a consultant in order to meet 

WisDOT timelines.   

 

  The motion was amended to direct the Director of Public Works 

  to provide information on the cost of other elements for  

  discussion at the next Common Council meeting prior to a vote 

  on the matter.    Ayes:  4; Present:  1 (Wilke) 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.    

 

Carla A. Ledesma 

       Wauwatosa City Clerk 
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