
WAUWATOSA CIVIC CELEBRATION COMMISSION
 MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY – OCTOBER 22, 2009 
 

1. Attendance: 
Present:  Bill Berdan,  Jeni Berdan, Robert Brunow, John Hallanger, Dan Lofy, 
Patrick McNally, Bobby Pantuso, Judy Randall, Brit Swisher, Jamie Swisher, Sherryl 
Wedel.  Ex-Officio:  Amy Barron, Cheryl Berdan.   Excused:  Mary Foley and 
Wendy Venske.   Guest:  Dick Bachman 

  
2. Minutes: 

Sherryl Wedel called the meeting to order.  Dan Lofy motioned that the 9/24/09 
Minutes be amended to reflect that the Greendale and Grafton High School Bands are 
NOT available on July 5, 2010.  Dan Lofy moved to approve the Amended 9/24/09 
Minutes.  Bob Brunow seconded.  Amended Minutes were approved. 
 

3. Old Business: 
 
      a. Sherryl Wedel noted that the attendance of many Commission members at the  
  Parks Board meeting on Octrober 20, 2009 was impressive to the Parks Board.   
  From that meeting, it was decided to plan an additional meeting of representatives 
  from the Parks Board, the Civic Celebration Commission and National Night Out  
  in order to discuss future planning of events at Hart Park.  Dick Bachman   
  suggested that he and Tom Ertel would also like to be present so that they can  
  report back to the Parks Board committee.  Sherryl Wedel will confirm the  
  meeting with the following:  Tom Ertel, Dick Bachman, Sherryl Wedel, Bill  
  Kappel, Ken Walbrand, Rick Beattie, Jeff Farina, Bob Brunow and a   
  representative from the Fire Department.  The meeting is planned for 9:00 a.m.,  
  Wednesday, November 11, 2009 at Hart Park.  The main concern of the   
  Commission is the location of the launch point for the Fireworks which have been 
  moved for the past 5 years. 
 
  Discussion was had regarding the possibility of using the old Sears site on 63rd  
  Street which might be large enough to launch 4 or 5 inch shells.   Cheryl Berdan  
  will investigate the site size, etc., in order to determine if it’s feasible to move the  
  launching site to that location.  Dick Bachman believes that the Parks Board plans  
  to de-stone the area and seed it for grass for use as additional soccer practice  
  fields. 
 
  Sherryl Wedel will update Commission members after the meeting. 
 

b. Dick Bachman distributed copies of the article in the Wauwatosa paper and 
updated the Commission on the progress of his flag program.  The banners will be 
coming down for Winter.  ($4900 for 110 Banners).  While the program does not 
solicit donations (although they are always welcome) they have received about 



$2,000 in donations made in lieu of flowers in his wife’s memory.  The program 
generally spends $700 to $1,000 for replacement flags per year.  He’s looking for 
ideas for promotion of the program in the Parade. 

 
c. Sherryl Wedel has secured the use of the Jelly Belly costume and approximately 
 1200 packages of Jelly Bellies.  We will need someone to wear the costume and 
 older teenagers or college students to hand out the Jelly Belly packages.  It is 
 corporate policy that the packs have to be handed to recipients ~ they cannot be 
 tossed.  The Commission should try to find a volunteer family for this duty. 
 

4. New Business: 
 

Grand Marshal:  After Mr. Bachman left the meeting, Sherryl Wedel made the 
suggestion that Dick Bachman be asked to serve as Grand Marshal for the 2010 
Parade.  It was suggested that we solicit articles about Dick and his flag program from 
the Journal Sentinel and Wauwatosa Times.  Jim Haas of the Special Opympics was 
also mentioned as a possible Grand Marshal candidate.   Bob Brunow made a Motion 
to select Dick Bachman as Grand Marshal.  Judy Randall seconded the Motion.  The 
Motion passed.  Sherryl Wedel will contact Dick Bachman to see if he’s interested.  It 
was agreed that this would be an ideal way to honor Mr. Bachman and to highlight 
his flag program. 

 
 

5. Programs for 2010: 
 

Memorial Day  –   To be determined.  Sherryl Wedel will contact Gay Leigh Mundy 
to see if she is interested in leading the Memorial Day program and let Bill Berdan 
know of her availability by November 1.  Otherwise, Bill Berdan said he’d be happy 
to institute the essay contest with the High Schools.   
 
Parade  –     Bob Brunow/Dan Lofy:   Band letters to be sent next month. 
 
The members of the Commission are asked to review and comment on units who’ve 
participated in the past to make judgment as to whether to ask them to join the parade 
again.  (Dan Lofy suggested that the Barber Shop Quartet, Shriner Animals and the 
Hillbilly Car might be questionable for 2010.    On the other hand, the Tripoli Cars 
have been missed.)  Forward any suggestions for new groups or bands to Bob and/or 
Dan. 
 
Brit Swisher has the Menomonee Falls unit list and Bobby Pantuso will secure the list 
of the Milwaukee Holiday Parade units.  They will be forwarded to Dan ad Bob. 
 
Afternoon Program  –   Pat McNally.  Phone calls and e-mails have been sent to Jo 
Don Farms regarding their price for 2010 and their availability.  He’s awaiting their 
reply. 
 



Evening Program  –   Bobby Pantuso.   Letters are done and will be sent informing 
Wauwatosa East and West that the evening program is on for 2010.  He’s setting up 
15 minute blocks from 8:00 – 9:15 p.m.  The announcer for the evening program will 
be decided later – suggestions:  Mick Treavy, Vince Vitrano, Kent Wainscot and 
Kathy Mikelby. 
 
Committee Assignments: 
a. Flyers/PR/Advertising – Brit & Jamie Swisher 
b. New Units – Responsibility of entire Commission. 
c.  TV Coverage – Judy Randall. 
d.  Flags – Amy Barron.  Need to be ordered in first part of 2010. 
e.  Fundraising – Judy Randall.  Yea, Judy has received a $10,000 check from   

Froedtert!     The Commission should forward contacts and ideas to Judy. 
f.  Judging/Awards – Mary Foley. 
g.  Permits/Support Services/Concessions – May need additional johns. 
h.  Golf Carts – Bill Berdan.  
i. Volunteers – Wendy Venske 
j. Mayfair Mall – Sherryl Wedel 
k.  Signage – John Hallanger – Jamie Swisher will provide Sylvester e-mail. 
l.  Cars – Dan Lofy 
m.  Contacts with Officials – Jeni Berdan 
n.  Floats – Jeni Berdan 
o.  Fly Over – Jeni Berdan 
p.  Traffic Coordinator – Bill Berdan 

 
Adjournment – Motion to adjourn by Judy Randall  and seconded by Bobby Pantuso.  Meeting 
was adjourned at 8:20. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jamie Swisher 
       


