
WAUWATOSA CIVIC CELEBRATION COMMISSION
 MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY – AUGUST 27, 2009 
 

1. Attendance: 
Present:  Bill Berdan, Jeni Berdan, Robert Brunow, Mary Foley, Dan Lofy, Patrick 
McNally, Bobby Pantuso, Judy Randall, Brit Swisher, Jamie Swisher, Sherryl Wedel.  
Excused:  John Hallanger, Gay Leigh Mundy, Wendy Venske.  Ex-Officio:  Cheryl 
Berdan, Jeff Farina, Rick Beattie.  Guest:  Asst. Fire Chief Michael Carberry  

  
2. Minutes: 

Mary Foley moved to approve the July minutes.  Bobby Pantuso seconded.  Minutes 
were approved. 
 

      3.         New Business: 
 

A. Assistant Fire Chief Michael Carberry addressed the Commission regarding the 
future plans for our fireworks display.  In 2009, we had a 60/40 split of 3” and 4” 
fireworks, respectively.  After an internal meeting with the City Administrator, 
Bill Kappel and Asst. Chief Carberry, it was determined that we will have to limit 
the display to 3” shells to stay within the 420’ fall-out circle (map provided) to 
ensure safety and protection to Hart Park improvements.  Instead of using the 
suggested area in the middle of the grassy area between 70th & 68th Streets as 
indicated, Jeff Farina suggested closing 70th Street (which will be partially closed 
anyway) to move the “circle” onto 70th, thereby allowing the use of more of the 
grassy area for seating and possible vendors and programs. 

 
Asst. Chief Carberry will present moving the “circle” to Bill Kappel and will 
update Amy Barron, Jeff Farina and Cheryl Berdan.   

 
Bob Brunow notes that the use of 3” shells will compromise the awesome quality 
of the fireworks; however, it may now be possible to bring back the ground shells. 

 
Asst. Chief Carberry mentioned that Tosa Kickers and the skateboarding group 
have expressed interest in leasing the “grassy” area, which may affect our future 
planning in that area.  It was suggested that when the City drafts a possible lease, 
that we (and National Night Out) retain rights to that area for our programs. 

 
B. Bob Brunow reports that Dick Bachman contacted him and would like to promote 

the flag program in the parade.  He would like to create awareness and possible 
donations for the program in order for it to continue well into the future.  A 
suggestion was made to have the theme of the parade focus on the flag and have a 
flatbed unit in the parade with signs highlighting the program.   Sherryl Wedel 
offered to call the media and write up a press release, along with a possible 



feature story in the paper.  The same verbiage can be used for TV video coverage.  
Bob Brunow will contact Dick Bachman with our suggestions. 

 
C. Discussion was had regarding the theme for 2010.  Motion was made by Dan 

Lofy and seconded by Mary Foley to have Star & Stripes Forever as the 2010 
theme.  The Motion carried. 

 
D. Sherryl Wedel reported the resignation of Dan Zarwell, who is moving out of the 

State. 
 

3. Old Business: 
 

Flag Distribution:  Flag distribution prior to the start of the parade units by the scouts 
was late in 2009.  Sherryl Wedel spoke with Steve Weber and was informed that the 
fire trucks lowered the ladders and blocked North Avenue, which stalled the scouts.  
In the future, we need to remind the honor guard to coordinate with the scouts to 
make sure this goes smoothly.  Need better communication.  

 
4. Programs for 2010: 
 

Memorial Day – To be determined.  Bill Berdan has information on past 
celebrations. 
 
Parade – Dan Lofy & Bob Brunow will commit to co-chair for 1 year only, with 
consideration later for future commitment.  Mary Foley commented that the bands in 
the parade are not always playing in front of the judges and TV coverage.  The 
suggestion was made to move the sign alerting the units of the judging/TV area. 
 
Afternoon Program – Dan Lofy inquired as to the completion of the construction at 
the Muellner Building, with the suggestion that the afternoon program could use that 
area.  Rick Beattie will hold for consideration until we get confirmation on the 
closing of 70th Street and the relocation of the “circle” area.  Rick Beattie and the Rec 
Dept. will continue organizing and running the activities.  Pat McNally will organize 
and run Jo Don Farms.  Electricity for the area is still unknown.    Bobby Pantuso 
believes we can tie in to the East side of the Bleachers and the Bandshell. 
 
Evening Program – Bobby Pantuso.   A run down of past evening programs and 
their time frame were discussed and a past program was provided to Bobby to 
familiarize himself with the basic events. 
 
Committee Assignments: 

a. Flyers/PR/Advertising – Brit & Jamie Swisher 
b. New Units – Responsibility of entire Commission.  We may be in good 

position in 2010 because our parade is on Monday, July 5, 2010, instead of 
Sunday.  It was noted that some middle schools in Milwaukee have 
marching bands.  Google list for Milwaukee Christmas Parade for ideas. 



c.  TV Coverage – Judy Randall.  Bill Brunow made a motion to have the 
duo of Randall & Hobbs as our TV personalities again in 2010.  Bobbie 
Pantuso seconded.  Motion carried. 

d.  Flags – The Commission nominated Amy Barron.  Flags need to be 
ordered as the remainder on hand will be used for Memorial Day. 

e.  Fundraising – Judy Randall.  The Commission will forward contacts and 
ideas to Judy. 

f.  Judging/Awards – Mary Foley.  Sherryl Wedel suggested Mary try to find 
a more diverse group for judging duties.  Forward any names to Mary of 
people who you think might be interested in  judging. 

g.  Permits/Support Services – To be determined. 
h.  Golf Carts – Sherryl Wedel will check with Mike Sylvester to see if he is 

willing to continue securing the golf carts & insurance.  Cheryl Berdan 
volunteered her sons to take over in case Mike refuses.  

i. Volunteers – Wendy Venske 
j. Mayfair Mall – Sherryl Wedel 
k.  Signage – To be determined.  Also would include having someone at end 

of parade to collect signs and store them at City Hall. 
l.  Cars – Dan Lofy 
m.  Contacts with Officials – Jeni Berdan 
n.  Floats – Jeni Berdan 
o.  Fly Over – Jeni Berdan,  Bobby Pantuso has not received a response from 

Time Warner regarding timing of planes. 
p.  Traffic Coordinator – Bill Berdan 

 
Adjournment – Motion to adjourn by Mary Foley and seconded by Bob Brunow.  Meeting was 
adjourned at 8:45. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jamie Swisher 
       


