
                                                     
               

 

 

 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday May 28, 2013 

Committee Room #1 
 

 

PRESENT:  Alds. Wilke, McBride, Moldenhauer, Pantuso, Roznowski – 5 

 

ALSO PRESENT: W. Porter, Public Works Director 

 

   

Ald. Wilke as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 

 

 

Report from the Director of Public Works regarding Ayres and Associates traffic calming pilot 

program 

 

Ken Voigt, Ayres Associates, N17W24222 Riverwood Drive, Waukesha, gave a presentation on the study 

his company did on the traffic calming measures on 103
rd

 Street, 104
th
 Street, and 106

th
 Street between 

Wisconsin Avenue and Blue Mound Road.  This neighborhood is a logical cut through route due to the 

construction activity at the Blue Mound Road, Mayfair Road, and Wisconsin Avenue intersections. 

 

Erin Schoon, Ayres Associates, identified the traffic volume and speeds on 103
rd

 Street, 104
th
 Street, and 

106
th
 Street.  It was noted that traffic on 103

rd
 Street was about 3.5 times higher than 106

th
 Street; traffic 

on 104
th
 Street was about 2 times higher than on 106

th
 Street, and 103

rd
 Street had the highest traffic 

volume.  Speeds on each of these streets ranged from 35 miles per hour to 60 miles per hour.  Speed limit 

in this area is 25 miles per hour.  These cut through numbers represent 20% to 50% of the traffic on these 

streets. 

 

Mr. Voigt explained the options of traffic calming tools such as speed humps, speed tables, center-island 

narrowings and roadway chokers.  Speed humps are round, raised areas placed across a street generally 

10-14 feet wide and three to four inches high.  They can reduce speeds by an average of 7.8 miles per 

hour.  Speed tables are similar to speed humps but are flat-topped and can reduce speeds by 7.3 miles per 

hour.  Mr. Voigt indicated the emergency vehicles prefer the speed tables as they are user friendly and do 

not bounce their vehicles as much.  Center islands narrows traffic lanes at locations along the centerline of 

a street and can reduce speeds by 2.6 miles per hour.  Roadway chokers are curb extensions at midblock 

locations that narrow streets by widening the terrace area and can reduce speeds by 2.6 miles per hour.  

Center islands and roadway chokers affect street parking. 

 

Mr. Voigt stated that speed humps or speed tables are more effective if spaced 425 feet apart so as to not 

allow the motorist the ability to increase their speed before reaching another speed hump or table.  There 

are required signs that must be installed advising the motorist of the speed humps or speed tables.  There 

is an option to install temporary speed tables; however they are not effective after a snowfall.  The cost is 

approximately $5,500 per temporary speed table. 

 

Ald. Pantuso believes that there is a need for speed tables in this neighborhood, but also feels that this is a 

city wide issue. 

 

Mr. Porter indicated that the City has no current budget for the purchase of speed humps or speed tables.  

Since the Zoo Interchange work would be exacerbating the speeding and cut through issues on these 
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streets, the Traffic Mitigation funds from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation could be used.  

Staff would have to present the recommendations to the WisDOT and request approval to use those 

monies.  There is $150,000 available which has to last through 2015.  Currently there are no projects 

slated for this money other than installation of signs. 

 

If this pilot is implemented, Mr. Porter recommended to have a neighborhood meeting and to include area 

businesses to allow them to provide their feedback. 
 

 

Present in favor: Neal Hardy, 507 N. 104
th
 Street, Wauwatosa, WI  

   Larry Lauer, 550 Elm Spring Avenue, Wauwatosa, WI 

   Ald. Gregory Walz-Chojnacki, 8007 Portland Avenue, Wauwatosa, WI 

 

Mr. Hardy commented that there are no speed limit signs on 104
th
 Street and requested some be installed. 

 

Mr. Lauer stated that there are speed concerns on 103
rd

, 104
th
 and 106

th
 Streets but speed issues also exist 

on Elm Spring Avenue and should be included in this pilot. 

 

Ald. Pantuso asked if we could purchase temporary speed tables to install during the summer and pull 

them up before the winter.  These temporary speed tables could be used in other areas of the city on a trial 

basis.  The residents could then be asked if they would like to implement the speed tables in their 

neighborhood on permanent basis.  If funding would be unavailable for the installation, it would be 

presented to the neighborhood to place the cost on the assessment roles. 

 

Ald. Moldenhauer disagreed that the residents should be assessed a charge and feels that this is a city 

wide expense. 

 

Ald. McBride commented that we would all like to have more police presence for each of our respective 

neighborhoods to enforce speed limits, but this is not always possible.  This neighborhood is a priority 

and felt that Elm Spring Avenue should be included in this pilot.  This is a good pilot, but felt that this is 

something that needs to be looked at city-wide. 

 

Ald. Walz-Chojnacki informed the Committee that the City of Milwaukee has implemented speed humps 

and their website indicated the cost was $3,000 or $6.00 per frontage foot. 

 

Ald. McBride believes that the neighborhood needs to be informed to see if they want the speed humps.  

If the City could not install permanent humps without an assessment charge, the residents need to be 

informed.  He requested that a City of Milwaukee representative be invited to one of their meetings to 

provide feedback. 

 

Ald. McBride recommended holding a public input session for the neighbors in this area; to get more 

estimates on the other options; to ask the question if residents would be willing to install permanent tables 

on an assessment; to possibly move the temporary tables to another neighborhood. 

 

 

Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Pantuso to direct the 

Director of Public Works to schedule a public information 

session for the residents and businesses of this area to discuss 

alternatives and possibilities to work toward a speed calming 

policy to be enforced within the entire city with an action plan to 

implement and pay for it; and to provide clarity on the costs of 

temporary and permanent speed tables.  –  Ayes 5 
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Memo from the Director of Public Works regarding 90-day report on parking restrictions of the 

angled parking at the corner of Swan Boulevard and North Avenue 

 
Mr. Porter reported that restricted angle parking at the corner of Swan Boulevard and North Avenue has 

completed the 90-day trial period and he has not received any complaints.  He recommended making the 

signs permanent which would mean installing them on the building, with the owner’s permission. 

 

Ald. Roznowski commented that he has received many good comments that this limited parking has made 

a big difference in the area. 

 

Present in favor: Matt Wey, 9212 Jackson Park Blvd., Wauwatosa, WI 

 

Mr. Wey commented that the limited parking has made a great difference in the area. 

 

  

Moved by Ald. Roznowski, seconded by Ald. Moldenhauer to  

Recommend to Council that an ordinance be introduced creating 

30 minute limited parking at the northeast corner of Swan 

Boulevard and North Avenue during the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 

7:00 p.m. on weekdays and 8:30 a.m.  to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday 

and Sunday –  Ayes 5 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 

 

 

   Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 

   Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 


