
WAUWATOSA CIVIC CELEBRATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY – JULY 23, 2009 
 

1. Attendance: 
Present:  Bill Berdan,  Robert Brunow, Mary Foley, Dan Lofy, Patrick McNally, Kevin Mullen, Gay Leigh 
Mundy, Bobby Pantuso, Judy Randall, Brit Swisher, Jamie Swisher, Wendy Venske, Sherryl Wedel.  
Excused:  Jeni Berdan.  Ex-Officio:  Cheryl Berdan, Jeff Farina.  Guests:  John Hallanger 

2. Minutes:  
Bob Brunow moved to approve the June minutes, Dan Lofy seconded with the amendment from Mary Foley 
that she informed the Mayor and not Cheryl Berdan of the winners as outlined in Section E of Additional 
Comments.    Minutes were approved.   

3. Elections:  The following nominations were taken and passed: 
 A. Chairperson:  Sherryl Wedel 
 B. Treasurer:  Kevin Mullen 
 C. Secretary:  Jamie Swisher 
4. Old Business – Recap of Independence Day Activities 

A. Sherryl Wedel suggested we keep a running record of what works and what does not for all areas 
of activities.  She’d like to have a complete list by January or February. 

B. Many thanks were expressed to the Commission from Hank Raymonds.  He truly appreciated the 
honor. 

C. Staging Area:  Sherryl Wedel commented that everything went well staging the units.  Toilets 
continue to be a problem.  Tosa East Band comes late due to this issue.  Many suggestions were 
made, including contacting Mayfair to see if we could place a toilet at the corner of Area C. 

D. Discussion was had regarding the clean up from horses.  Jo Don Farms does a good job of 
cleaning up, but the Sheriff’s Dept. does not.   Possibility of paying kids to follow horses wearing 
“pooper scooper” t-shirts was suggested as a clever, fun idea adding to the humor of the parade. 

 
E. Parade Units:  Parade participants need to be instructed not to walk West on parade route after 

they have completed the route.  The police and reserves on every intersection will remind them to 
stay on the curb and this will be noted in written instructions to each unit. 

 Inform units that we do not supply banners.  We supply vehicle signs only. 
F. Parade Video:  Parade pace was fast.  Brian Randall and Dan Hobbs had a hard time getting all the 

information in as the units passed by.  Cheryl Berdan has used the video to identify unsafe 
practices and sends notes to those units to curb future violations.  

G. Concerns:  A veteran was asking for donations and giving out flags during the parade.  It was noted 
that solicitations are not allowed and should be reported to Jeff Farina. 

 Street cleaner should have filled the tank with water to avoid the creation of so much dust.  Cleaner 
should also follow further back from last unit. 

 Need to continue effort to stop the tossing of candy.  Candy must be distributed hand to hand along 
the parade route.  Jim Sensenbrenner became upset as a child ran out in front of the stilt walker to 
retrieve candy.  Steve Weber received another complaint from a parent because her daughter ran 
into the route during flag distribution.  Continue highlighting the “stay on curb” rule.  There was 
discussion regarding squirt guns and the throwing of footballs by the Jr. Trojans. 

H. Flag Presentation:  It was noted that there was a big gap between the flagraising and the first 
parade unit.  Scouts should start at 8:40, Fire Dept. 8:45 with the police starting the parade units at 
9:00. 

I. Fly Over:  Bobby Pantuso will check with Time Warner to see if we can keep air space clear for our 
fly over.  Our plane would like to do parade again; however, with the Time Warner plane he had to 
fly too high. 

 
J. Staging at Sendiks:   Jeff Farina reports that Kevin Oberdorf of Sendiks taped off the staging area 

himself and everything went well. 
 
K. Volunteers:  Wendy Venske asked for comments on volunteer numbers, etc.  Consensus was that 



the numbers were good.  Jeff Farina has extra vests for volunteers, if needed. 
 
L. Breakfast at Denny’s:   Sherryl Wedel informed the commission that breakfast was, in fact, paid for 

and commission members can visit Denny’s with heads held high. 
 
M. Traffic:  Bob Brunow reports that the entrance at the Cheesecake Factory is an issue.  Traffic 

continues to back up in that area. 
 
N. Afternoon Program:  There was unanimous agreement that the afternoon program was fabulous.  

Future needs include food, electricity and amplification.  Sherryl Wedel lobbied Cheryl Berdan to 
bring up the need to the Council for electrical outlets for use in that area.  The Lions Club may be 
willing to set up grills for food sale.  Other groups could get permits from the City to sell food, etc., 
from Noon to 9:00 p.m. 

 
 Rick Beattie and the Rec Department will run the afternoon program next year.  He may want help 

with securing some of the ancillary things (clowns, theatre, etc.).  The Commission supplies t-shirts 
for the Recreation Department employees for the program. 

 
 Gay Leigh Mundy and Pat McNally said the set up for Jo Don Farms went well.  In the future, a 

table is needed for that area. 
 
O. Evening Program:  Once again electricity is an issue.   Will have to see what facilities are available 

for next year and determine program at that time. 
 
 Jeff Farina suggests we increase the number of port-a-johns from 2 to 6.  Both building bathrooms 

were open but they were not sufficient. 
 
 There was a complaint that the Tosa West Dance Team did not perform in the evening.  This, too, 

depends on the electricity issue.  The possibility exists that the Pius guys might be willing to man 
their generator.  If so, the suggestion was made to give them free advertising. 

 
 Commission members will try to check out Tosa’s Night Out to see how they handle these issues. 
 
 Fireworks were GREAT!  45 minutes of continuous displays followed by a wonderful finale.  Sherryl 

Wedel will send a letter to Bartolottas in appreciation of a great show. 
 
P. Fundraising:  Judy Randall informed the Commission that Bunzel’s was quite pleased and pledged 

to either donate next year or enter a float in the parade. 
 
  

4. New Business: 
 
 A. Mary Sylvester submitted her resignation from the Commission to the Mayor. 
 

B. Jeff Farina will get the name of the PR person for Tosa Tonight to Brit Swisher so he can 
investigate the idea of consolidating poster distribution. 

 
C.  Commission Members – Ponder ideas for next year’s Parade Theme. 

 
5.         Assignments:  Postponed to next meeting. 
Adjournment – Motion to adjourn by Mary Foley and seconded by Judy Randall.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jamie Swisher 


