
Wauwatosa Civic Celebration Commission 
Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, March 26, 2009 
 

1. Attendance:  
Present: Sheryl Wedel, Cheryl Berdan, Bill Berdan, Pat Foley, Jenny Berdan, Bob Brunow, Mary 
Foley, Dan Lofy, Gay Leigh Mundy, Bobby Pantuso, Judy Randall, Jamie Swisher, Britt Swisher 
Mary Sylvester, Sherryl Wedel, Kevin Mullen, Rick Beattie, Amy Barron 
Excused: Jeff Farina 
Guest Attendee: Pat McNally 
 

2. Minutes: 
Britt Swisher moved approval of the minutes from the January meeting, Dan Lofy seconded. 
Minutes were approved. 
 

3. New Business: 
A. Sheryl Wedel acknowledged Steve Weber as the 2009 Distinguished Citizen of the Year and 

passed out invitations to the induction ceremony. 
B. Estimated need for letterhead stationary & envelopes – Wendy Venske needs 25 copies of 

stationary. 
C.  Pat McNally is considering an appointment to the commission. Sheryl asked the commission 

to provide thoughts on additional volunteers for appointment to the commission. We need 20 
voting members. 

 
4. Old Business: 
   

       A.  Grand Marshall – Hank Raymonds has accepted the invitation to be the Grand Marshall for   
              The 2009 Parade. 
 

B. Follow up regarding Afternoon/Evening program & fireworks – Amy 
Barron confirmed that there will be no change on the location of the 
fireworks launch site from last year. Sherryl Wedel discussed the 
difficulties of holding an evening program this year during the 
reconstruction of Hart Park. We do not currently have an appropriate 
stage or funds to rent a temporary stage.  The Football Field at the 
stadium is not available. Rick Beattie felt that there would be plenty of 
green space available to accommodate the afternoon program and the 
animal rides. 

C. Signs – Volunteers/reserves to keep kids on curbs – There was continued 
dialogue about the best method to encourage families to keep children 
from wandering into the street during the parade.  It was suggested that it 
would be good to have McGruff and the police begin the parade by 
walking the route with a sign and an announcement reinforcing the policy 
that people are not allowed in the street during the Parade. It was also 
suggested that individual parade units should sign an acknowledgement 
at the beginning of the parade that they take responsibility for adhering to 



the commission’s policy regarding the distribution of candy along the 
parade route. 

 
5.  Assignments for 2009: 

A. Memorial Day – Bill Berdan  - Things are on track 
 B. Parade – Cheryl Berdan – Wauwatosa Salutes America 

There are 44 units committed to the 2009 Parade. The unit deadline is April 1, 2009. 
 C. Afternoon Program – Rec Dept. (Beattie/Birney) & Mundy; 

JoDon Farms (McNally) Rick will contact Wisconsin Audio & Video to 
coordinate the sound system for the afternoon program. 

 D. Evening Program – Things are on track 
 
 E. Committee Assignments: 

a. Flyers/PR/Advertising – Swisher, Brit & Jamie – No Report 
b. New Units – Pantuso – No Report 
c. TV Coverage – Randall -  No Report 
d. Fireworks – Brunow - Everything is in place for fireworks. 
e. Flags – Report that none are needed 
f. Fund Raising  - Randall – Fund raising is good – slightly (8%) 

behind last year. 
g. Judging/awards – Foley (Judges?) Plaques have been ordered. 

Working on getting more judges. 
h. Permits/ Support Services (Port-O-John’s, radios) Concessions – It 

was decided that 10 Port-o-Johns should be ordered. (2-Credit 
Union, 2- Longfellow, 1- Sendicks, 1- Rays, 4 – Hart Park)  Police 
department suggests 24 Radios should be ordered 

i.  Golf carts – Sylvester – We will need a total of 4 golf carts. 
j. Volunteer Coordinator – Venske – Everything is on track. 
k. Mayfair contacts, Insurance  (Shari Schmelebeck of Mayfair Mall 

& Nick Philippi, store manager, of Boston Store; Keri of Aurora 
(closed)  (479-2303)- Wedel – No report 

l.  Signage – Sylvester – Mary needs sign coverage for the day of 
Parade.  Dan Lofy and Wendy Venske’s husband will cover the 
day of the parade for Mary. 

m. Cars – Lofy – No Report 
n. Contacts with officials – Cheryl Berdan– No Report 
o. Floats – Jeni Berdan – No Float for M&I and Central States 

Mortgage. 
p. Traffic Coordinator/Issues Day of Parade – Bill Berdan/Bob 

Brunow – No report 
6. Adjournment  - Moved to adjourn by Jamie Swisher, seconded by Mary Sylvester. 

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:30. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   Kevin Mullen 

 


