
 
 
 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, January 29, 2013 

Committee Room #1 
 
PRESENT:   Alds. McBride, Moldenhauer, Pantuso, Roznowski, Wilke    – 5 
 
ALSO PRESENT: W. Porter, Public Works Dir.; A. Kesner, City Atty.; J. Archambo, City Admin.;  
 Alds. Berdan, Causier, Wilson 
 
Ald. Wilke as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:32  p.m.   
  
Request from WDOT for a Trans 75 Absence of Need Resolution for Bike Lanes on Portion of 
Glenview Avenue 
 
Mr. Porter, Director of Public Works, reported on a request from the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation (WDOT) to adopt a “Trans 75 Absence of Need” resolution that would approve the 
elimination of bike lanes on Glenview Avenue from W. Blue Mound Road to W. Wisconsin Avenue.  
The street is scheduled for reconstruction in 2013 in connection with the Zoo Interchange project, and 
bike lanes are normally provided as part of a federally funded project.  WDOT has approved a 
configuration that does not include widening, as requested following extensive public input.  Glenview 
Avenue does not currently have bike lanes.  Traffic signals at Glenview and Wisconsin will be modified, 
and the intersection will have a three lane cross-section to facilitate turning movements. 
 
Noting the lack of a citywide bike-pedestrian plan, Ald. Wilson, 8th District, commented that it would not 
be unreasonable to expect a lot of bike traffic on Glenview Avenue, which feeds into the Village and the 
parkway.  He asked if there is an alternative way to allocate funds set aside by WDOT or the federal 
highway department for bike lanes. 
 
Ald. McBride said he participated in extensive talks with WDOT, and he applauded their decision to 
forego widening   Some concerns were the limited right-of-way, potential impact on historic homes to the 
east, and loss of frontage to homes to the west.  Widening would also create undesirable pressure on the 
rest of the street toward the Village, whereas keeping the current width will have a calming effect.  This 
situation is different than at Blue Mound and Mayfair, he felt, and there will be occasional exceptions. 
 
Ald. Roznowski noted that this is the second bike lane exception, the first being at Mayfair and Blue 
Mound Roads.  He questioned if we are a bike-friendly city if we continue to make exceptions. 
 
Ald. Pantuso commented that an experienced biker would still try to navigate Glenview Avenue, while it 
may not be appropriate for an inexperienced, non-defensive rider.  When we establish a bike lane, we are 
sending a message that it is safe to ride in that area. 
 
Ald. Wilke suggested requesting “sharrows,” signs alerting drivers that they share the road with bikes. 
 
  Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Roznowski to recommend 
  to Council adoption of the appropriate resolution and to request that 
  the Director of Public Works explore the possibility of “sharrow” 
  signs and redirecting highway funds otherwise designated for  

bike lanes.     -5 
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Request for 90-Day Trial of 30-Minute Angled Parking at Northeast Corner of Swan Boulevard 
and North Avenue 

Director of Public Works Porter reported that he received a request from Ald. Roznowski to consider 
limiting the angle parking on the east side of Swan Boulevard north of W. North Avenue to 30 minutes.  
He supports such a trial but noted that posting of signage is somewhat problematic in this area.  With a 
fairly narrow sidewalk between the building and the curb, a sign standard might inhibit snow removal.  
On a temporary basis, he would use a portable sign mounted right at the curb.  If approved on a 
permanent basis, he would recommend mounting signage on the building with permission of the owner. 
 
Tim Walsh, 5800 N. Bay Ridge, Whitefish Bay, the owner of Swan Pharmacy at this location, 
acknowledged that this is a public parking area but said that cars left there for a couple of hours inhibit the 
pharmacy’s customers from making a quick pickup stop.  This is a high-demand area where it is difficult 
to find other nearby parking. 
 
Ald. Causier endorsed the proposed trial, which would support a long-time business and its customers.  
There are other options for extended parking, she noted. 
 
Ald. Roznowski noted that parking constraints in the area have led to efforts to open some parking on the 
south side of North Avenue between Ludington and 91st Street.   
 
  Moved by Ald. Roznowski, seconded by Ald. Pantuso to approve 
  a 90-day trial of 30-minute parking between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. on 
  weekdays and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday – 
 
Asked about limited-term parking in the Village, Mayor Ehley reported that there had been a range of 
parking limitations from 15 minutes to three hours.  That was changed to two hours everywhere except 
for several spaces of 30-minute parking in one cluster near Noodles and Ace Hardware.  She encouraged 
marking all spaces in this entire area of angled parking to avoid confusion. 
 
Upon questions raised by Ald. Moldenhauer, it was agreed that restricting parking one-half hour earlier 
might more efficiently clear the spaces in time for the pharmacy’s opening at 9 a.m. 
 
  With consent of the second, Ald. Roznowski amended the motion 
  to designate 30-minute parking beginning every day at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Reiterating comments by other committee members, Ald. McBride expressed support for positive 
development that has occurred in this area while noting the need to make adjustments on behalf of 
established businesses. 
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  5 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
       Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
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