
 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, February 22, 2012 

CITY HALL – COMMITTEE ROOM#1 

 

PRESENT:        Mr. Druml, Mr. Kronquist, Mr. Simi, Ald. Wilson  – 4 

 

EXCUSED:  Ms. Kuhn, Ms. Walsh 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Archambo, Administrator; A. Kesner, City Attorney; P. Enders, Economic 

Development Director; J. Ferguson, Planner; Executive Director, K. Ehley, Village BID 

Executive Director 

 

Mr. Simi as Chair called the meeting to order at 8:07 a.m.   

 

Update from Chairman 
 

Mr. Simi discussed public relations, a design competition, the need for a $250,000 budget, as well as monies for 

an eventual winner.  

 

A goal to become the most sustainable city was discussed. 

 

Mr. Kronquist asked where the money would come from for the undertaking described. 

 

Mr. Simi stated it could come from public, private, and philanthropic sources. 

 

Mr. Kronquist mentioned he would like to see it come from private and philanthropic, but not public sources. 

 

Mr. Kronquist asked that MMSD and WE Energies be added. 

 

Ald. Wilson asked how the money would be distributed/allocated.  

 

Mr. Simi stated that was a good question, but unanswered at this point in time. He mentioned needing a 

champion. Possibly GE, Chancellor Lovell, Dr. Raymond, or our next Mayor. 

 

Mr. Kronquist questioned how Hoyt Park was organized. 

 

Mr. Simi and Ms. Ehley stated it was a 501(c)(3) foundation.  

 

Mr. Simi recommended a structure similar to the Freshwater Council.  

 

Mr. Kronquist discussed the possibility of a special task force. 

 

Ald. Wilson mentioned it being insulated from the City. 

 

Mr. Kronquist stated it needs to be independent from the City – a serious entity - fiduciary in focus. If a big 

beast is created we will never get this off the ground. 

 

Mr. Simi discussed this being a design competition for the entire community. Entities would announce their 

independent projects. 
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Mr. Kronquist asked if the focus should be on the City or Foundation. 

 

Ald. Wilson recommended something more abstract, less project focused. 

 

Mr. Simi stated next steps would be creating a budget, an entity, and a champion. 

 

Ald. Wilson asked if it would make sense to have City staff serve as Treasurer? 

 

Mr. Simi stated he would talk to the Water Council to gather further information on their structure. 

 

Mr. Kronquist recommended private monies to get this off the ground and creating a sales pitch to create 

demand. This should be an entity with a special purpose.  

 

Mr. Kronquist and Attorney Kesner discussed creating a separate and segregated fund to ensure contributors the 

monies would only go to this purpose. 

 

Update from Economic Development Director and Review and Update EDAC Work Plan Matrix 

 

Ms. Enders discussed accomplished including the spreadsheet of all properties in the opportunity areas defined 

in the Innovation Parkway piece, the property information search engine, etc. Members recommended making 

the search engine more prominent on the Economic Development home page. A link will be sent to all 

members. 

 

Mr. Simi asked that the spreadsheet be sorted alphabetically and emailed to the EDAC members, along with the 

newly created Tax Incremental Finance District application. 

 

Ms. Enders clarified the values noted in the opportunity area spreadsheet. 

 

Ald. Wilson asked if there would be a disagreement over what areas are promoted, how much do we invest in 

those areas, and is this driven by existing values. He mentioned this could be and an upcoming discussion point. 

 

Mr. Simi also asked that Ms. Walsh and Mr. Druml hold a conference call to discuss next step in the opportunity 

area analysis. 

 

Discussion Regarding Upcoming Presentation to Community Development Committee 

 

A discussion was held regarding the upcoming presentation to the Committee on Community Development. 

 

Administrator Archambo stated the Energy Committee would be presenting as well. 

 

Next meeting date 

 

The next meeting date was identified as March 28, 2012, at 8:00 a.m. 

 

 Moved by Ald. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Kronquist to adjourn the meeting - 4  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:32 a.m. 

 

    Paulette Enders 

    Economic Development Director 

    City of Wauwatosa 

 


