
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, April 24, 2012 

Committee Room #1 
 

PRESENT:   Alds. McBride, Moldenhauer, Pantuso, Roznowski, Wilke – 5  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor K. Ehley; J. Archambo, City Admin.; A. Kesner, City Atty,; W. Porter, Public Works 

Dir.  
 
Ald. Wilke as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.     
 
Railroad crossing safety 

 
Mr. Porter commented that in light of the train accident that killed a young boy on State Street, he requested an 
inventory of the city’s railroad crossings. He then met with the railroad companies to discuss improving railroad 
crossing safety. He also met with the school district. He inventoried the prevalence of railroad signs at the crossing 
areas. He thought it would be important to increase signage in order to heighten awareness and caution at railroad 
crossings.  
 
Mr. Porter noted that media players are often used by children walking to and from school which can be very 
distracting. He suggested that a decal on the pavement would alert children and adults to checking for oncoming trains 
before they cross because many people are looking down at the ground as they are listening to their headphones. He 
added that anything that could be done structurally to the pedestrian crossing would not work in an urban area such as 
Wauwatosa and separation of the route could cost millions. Some applications would not be practical in a colder 
climate. Pedestrian gates would cost about $600,000 for all the railroad crossings.  
 
Mr. Porter noted that there is no fencing on either side of the tracks right now. Fencing on one or both sides could 
prevent people from crossing. The cost for that installation would cost about $261,000.  
 
Jim Price, Wauwatosa Patch Newspaper, 161 W. 60th Street, asked about pedestrian gates. Mr. Porter responded that 
any number of the gates involved would have to have significant improvements. Canadian Pacific upgrades would 
cost about $1,187,980 and Union Pacific upgrades would cost about $1,312,980. It would cost about $50,000 to put 
only signage up and that could come from the reserve for contingencies. 
 
Mike Anton, 6324 W. Wells Street referenced a report he had written regarding railroad crossing safety even before 
the accident. He stressed that safety issues are more critical for pedestrians.  
 
Ald. Pantuso remarked that the hours that locomotive horns should be looked at. He was okay with some of those 
costs and along with phasing in the safety improvements at the most dangerous crossings, especially at Hart Park. 
He felt that $1.3 million was not too much to spend to save a life.  
 
Mr. Kesner noted that if the Council chose to maintain the whistle ban, the courts would not allow a ban over a 
pedestrian crossing.  
 
The consensus of the committee is that one of the most serious areas of concerns is the Hart Park area. The people 
visiting or passing through need more safety awareness. The city needs to look at the tracks and the possibility of 
adding fencing which would be relatively inexpensive. They stressed reviewing Mr. Anton’s report as well as Mr. 
Porter’s report. Mr. Kesner commented that he will look into options to modify the quiet zone ban.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
 
       Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
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