
 

 
 

 
 

City of Wauwatosa Board of Health Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, April 17, 2012 8:00 - 9:15 am 
Health Department Conference Room  

 
Present

 

:  Leslie Martin, Cheryl Davies, John Dunn, Nancy Kreuser, Chris Shaw, Bobby Pantuso, James Beix, Lori 
Nielsen, Lisa Simonds.  

1. Call to Order- The meeting was called to order at 8:02 AM by Leslie Martin, Chairperson.  
2. Approval of agenda:  Motion to approve the agenda 

• Motion:  Leslie Martin 
• Second: Chris Shaw 
• Motion carried unanimously.  

3. Motion to approve the 2/21/12 Minutes 
• Motion:  Leslie Martin  
• Second: Cheryl Davies 
• Motion carried unanimously.  

4. Comments from the public – none  
5. Comments from Board – none  
6. New Business: Division Reports from Public Health Services 

    2011 Annual Report - Motion to finalize by 4/30/12 
Administration: Nancy Kreuser, City of Wauwatosa Health Officer  

• Motion: Chris Shaw  
• Second: Leslie Martin 
• Motion carried unanimously. 
•   

Community Health Assessment/Community Health Improvement Plan 
Public Health Nursing Division: Lori Nielsen, Nursing Supervisor   

 
 Lori presented information on the community health assessment and summary health improvement plan for 
future vetting to the community. This was the focus of this meeting. An independent facilitator will present the 
logic models to the community at the 5/14/12 community forum.  Health priorities identified through data, focus 
groups, key interviews and surveys included: Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse, Child Development, Communicable 
Disease, Environmental Health and Healthy Homes,  Mental Health, Physical Activity and Nutrition, and Safety & 
Injury Prevention. 

 
Communicable Disease (CD) Update: Lori Nielsen, Nursing Supervisor 
 
SENTINEL EVENTS 
The WHD was involved in the nationwide Salmonella Bareilly outbreak related to the recalled tuna; 
attached is additional information regarding the recall.  Pertussis continues to circulate in the community.  
Below is detailed information regarding each sentinel event: 

CITY OF WAUWATOSA HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
7725 WEST NORTH AVENUE 

WAUWATOSA, WI 53213 
Telephone: (414) 479-8936 

Fax: (414) 471-8483 
http://www.wauwatosa.net 

http://www.thisispublichealth.org/toolkit/documents/TIPH-sticker-eng.pdf�


 
Adult living facility enteric outbreak #5052:  On January 23, the WHD was notified of an enteric 
outbreak at an adult living facility.  26 people were ill with symptom onset beginning on January 18.  To 
date, 31 staff, 19 assisted living residents, and 61 independent living residents became ill.  Norovirus was  
 
identified as the organism.  The facility’s dining room is closed pending resolution of the outbreak. The 
outbreak was resolved on February 23. On February 22, WHD met with living facility’s administration and 
human resource manager to discuss infection control policies and practices.  Facility’s infection control 
practitioners and administrators have been meeting weekly to revise policies.  Administrators emailed 
meeting minutes to WHD to keep us informed of their progress. 
 
School Pertussis outbreak #5053:  On January 30, the WHD was notified of a non-resident attending a 
Wauwatosa school 5K class with Pertussis. Subsequently, a second case was identified in the same 
class.  19 students and 7 staff were identified as close contacts.  On February 10, the WHD was notified 
of a 4th grader with Pertussis. 23 classmates and 8 staff were identified as close contacts.  On February 
20, the WHD was notified of a 7th grader with Pertussis.  One close contact was identified for further 
investigation.  The remaining 7th grade classes, including 48 students and 6 teachers received letters 
explaining the exposure.  The biggest challenge was symptomatic close contacts returning to school 
pending test results, which prolonged and intensified the exposure to others.  The student population of 
the school is over 400.  Therefore, all staff and students in the school received a letter explaining that 
Pertussis was identified in the school and to monitor for symptoms.  The outbreak was declared resolved 
on March 9. 
 
School Pertussis outbreak #5055:  On February 10, the WHD was notified of a Wauwatosa student with 
Pertussis who began having symptoms on January 16.  The student had several encounters with the 
health care system beginning on January 20th before receiving testing and treatment on February 5.  On 
February 13, WHD was alerted to 2 additional Pertussis cases which were close contacts to the first case.  
Over 290 students and teachers were identified as exposed in the classroom.  Another 45 close contacts 
were identified.  First Pertussis cluster ended on March 11.  On April 2, the WHD was notified of a student 
who lives in Milwaukee who had Pertussis beginning on March 24.  By April 11, three more students were 
identified with this second wave.  The investigation by the WHD nurses identified a non-school baseball 
team as the source of this second wave.  The Wauwatosa School District distributed a WHD-developed 
electronic letter and a voice message describing the continued Pertussis outbreak. 
 
Child care Pertussis outbreak #5056:  On February 9, the WHD was notified of a non-resident 
attending a Wauwatosa day care’s 2 year-old classroom with Pertussis.  36 close contacts were identified 
as close contacts of which 14 were Tosa residents, 14 were Milwaukee residents, 2 Franklin residents, 2 
Greenfield residents, 2 lived in Waukesha County and Washington County and Sheboygan each had one 
resident exposed.  Another non-resident from the same classroom tested positive for Pertussis a few 
days later.  The outbreak was resolved on March 1. 
 
School Pertussis outbreak #5057:  On March 1, the WHD was notified of a Wauwatosa student with a 
reported case of Pertussis.  By March 9, four additional cases were identified within the school.  Over 
260students and 100 teachers were identified as being exposed in the classroom.  Nine individuals plus a 
pom squad were identified as close contacts. The outbreak was resolved on March 30.  

 
OTHER 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs):  STDs continue to account for the majority of reported 
communicable diseases.   
 
Trends:  See graph on the following page for trends. 
 



   

Healthiest Wauwatosa 2012 Programs and Initiatives Highlights:  
 
Community Health Assessment (CHA) and Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) process:   
□ The first draft of the CHA was developed for WHD staff review.  Content edits will be forwarded to 

Cindy Anderson, the contractor hired to draft the CHA by the end of this week.   
□ Quality improvement (QI) committees developed goals and objectives for the CHIP.  The committees 

are developing the work plans. 
□ Public vetting discussion for the CHA and CHIP is scheduled for Monday, May 14 from 6:30 to 8:00 

pm in the Library’s Firefly Room.  Peggy Hintzmann will facilitate the session.  The plan is to distribute 
and post the CHA and CHIP for public comment during the month of May. 

□ In partnership with Froedtert & Medical College, the WHD submitted a Letter of Intent (LOI) to MCW’s 
Healthier Wisconsin Partnership Program’s (HWPP) development grant.  The grant was for continued 
development of the Healthy Options in Tosa (HOT) healthy dining initiative for 2 years.  If the LOI is 
accepted, an invitation to write a full RFP will be done in June. 

 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Substances:   
□ The Tosa United coordinator through the school district has resigned her position effective at the end 

of April.  The WHD is in contact with the school district to discuss continuation of Tosa United through 
the personnel transition.  The YRBS survey is scheduled for this fall. 

□ Alcohol compliance checks are scheduled for May.  WHD secured grant monies to pay for the police 
overtime. 

□ Tobacco compliance checks are conducted on March 10, 2012.  WHD secured grant monies to pay 
for the police overtime.  The results were: 
35:  number of total checks attempted 
31:  number of retailers that did not sell to underage volunteers 
3:  number of retailers that did sell to an underage volunteer, even after checking identification; all 
received a citation 
1:    number of retailers that did not sell tobacco products in their business  

 
Injury & Violence Prevention:   
□ PHNs continued conducting home safety visits.   
□ Lead Poisoning Prevention Weatherization Mini-Grant Pilot update – The WHD applied for and 

received additional block grant monies to conduct up to 10 weatherization projects through 2012. 



WHD staff contacted the six families who remained on the waitlist from last year; only 3 families 
qualified for the program. Program was advertised through the city’s December 2011 and March 2012 
newsletter; one family contacted the department to enroll in the program. 

 
Personnel:  WHD staff provided a semester-long public health practicum experience to a senior nursing 
student from Carroll University.  
 
Public Health Database:  The Program Tracker continues to be tested in Excel.  The program tracker 
will be developed in the database in May.  The inquiry database continues to run smoothly. 
 
Access to Care: See graph below for trends. 

 

 
 

James Beix, Public Health Manager 
• Unique customer numbers have been assigned to all licensed food establishments 
• Flat file testing was successfully completed between the WHD database and accounting system 
• The food licensing invoices will be generated through the accounting system on April 18th 
• License renewal mailers will be compiled the fourth week in April 
• License renewal invoice and instruction mailers will be mailed on May 1st.  

 
State Agent Program: DHS/DATCP Licensing, Inspection & Enforcement 

• Inspections are ahead of schedule.  Approximately 24 restaurants, 6 retail food establishments 
and vending machines remain to be inspected.   

• Two citations were issued to a local restaurant for date marking and cross contamination.  On 
March 22nd the owner plead not guilty and a trial date is set for May 7th.  WHD inspectors will visit 
the establishment prior to the trial date to see if corrective actions have been put into place. 

 
Human Health Hazards/Nuisances 

• Blue Mound Rd – Status: Active –Orders were issued and the property own has stated that she 
has inquired about receiving help through the county.  We will continue to work with the property 
owner until the situation is satisfactorily resolved. 

o Update - Inspections were conducted n 4/3/2012 as a condition of granting an extension 
of the orders.  Measurable progress continues to be made on the lower living level.  WHD 
is currently awaiting a formal request to extend the abatement orders from the property 
owner.  While progress is being made and neighbors are not affected, WHD plans to 
continue working with the property owner and grant extensions.  



Regulation of Animals:  
• Seven rabies exposures in 2012, exposures involved humans 

o 5 dog bites 
o 1 cat 
o 1 bat 

• No dangerous animal declarations were issued 
• Four dog dirt complaints have been filed with WHD 

 
 
2012 Year-to-date Environmental Health Data 
 
           Chart 1: Food establishment inspections 
         

  
 
Chart 2: Inspections by establishment type 
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Chart 3: Nuisance inspections by type    Chart 4: Animal inspections by type 

  
 
 
7. Advocacy/ Opportunities -   

• Vetting session for the CHA/CHIPP is on May 14th in the evening in the Library Firefly room. 
• 2012 WPHA/WALHDAB conference is on 5/21 – 5/23. 

 
8. Old Business-  

• Children’s Hospital Collaborative Immunization Initiative –Program likely to start in July. We are 
still working on our target population and some program guidelines.   

• Food Licensing Renewal Process: Renewals will be mailed in May. WHD will have a sanitarian in 
the office during May and June to cover licensing questions.  

• Project Public Health Ready Accreditation Status 3/5 Final Meeting 
• Raising chickens in the backyard discussion tentatively scheduled for 4/24 Community 

Development Meeting. 
 

9. Announcements   
    Next meeting July 17th 8-9:15 AM 
 
10. Motion to adjourn 9:17 AM 

• Motion: Cheryl Davis 
• Second: John Dunn 
• Motion Carried unanimously 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recorder: lms 
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