
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, November 29, 2011 

Committee Room #1 
 
 
PRESENT:   Alds. Jay, McBride, Meaux, Pantuso, Wilke – 5 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Ald. J. Roznowski; J. Archambo, City Admin.; Police Chief B. Weber; W. Porter, Public 

Works Dir.; A. Brown, Asst. to City Admin. 
 
Ald. Meaux as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.     
 
 
90-day trial of parking regulation modifications and creation of a loading zone on 8800 W. Blue Mound 
Road 
 
Mr. Porter reported that he was contacted by Wisconsin Lutheran College regarding a concern they have about 
parking for their shuttle bus. There first concern was blocking driveways and the second concern was turning 
problems with their delivery truck. There are two houses involved in the parking and loading zone locations, but 
they are owned by the school so this would not be an inconvenience for residents.  
 
Mr. Gary Schmid, 2083 S. 104th Street, West Allis, noted that they had been using vans to shuttle people back and 
forth, but they bought a bus because they could make one bus trip instead of numerous trips by van.  
 
Ald. McBride observed that this was a clear solution to the problem and it will be safer for the students.  
 
  Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Jay to approve the 
  90-day trial of parking modifications and creation of a loading  
  zone at 8800 W. Blue Mound Road – 5  
 

 

90-day trial creating a 15-minute parking zone on the north side of Warren Avenue between Wauwatosa 
and Underwood Avenues near Lincoln School  

Mr. Porter noted that people from Warren Avenue and Lincoln school have been requesting a place for short term 
parking all day during the school week. He added that the principal was in support of this proposal. Mr. Porter 
sent out an informational flyer to the residents and he hasn’t gotten a response. They propose three 15-minute 
parking spaces at that location. 
 
Christopher Neuman, 1924 Forest Street, commented that there is nowhere for people to pickup or drop off their 
children. He noted that Warren Avenue is the main entrance for the school. This parking regulation would be in 
effect only during school days and school hours.  
 
  Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Wilke to approve the  
  90-day trial creating a 15-minute parking zoning on the north side 
  of Warren Avenue between Wauwatosa and Underwood Avenues 
  near Lincoln School contingent upon the regulation being in 
  effect only during school days and school hours – 5  
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Issues of pedestrian safety around schools 
 
Mr. Porter noted that the city will be receiving proposals to look at pickup and drop off patterns in the area of a 
number of city schools. Proposals for addressing the problems will come before the Common Council. He added 
that they have 14 yellow LED flashing beacons at three locations. They also have traffic cones and sandwich 
board signs to alert drivers to the presence of pedestrians especially children. He reported that they have also 
completed the Safe Routes to School grant program.  
 
Ald. Meaux pointed out that this discussion was prompted by an accident involving a driver hitting a child who 
was crossing the street with the crossing guard at the corner of N. 76th and Wright Streets. 
 
Chief Weber thought that, in this case as with many cases, the city could not have prevented the accident. There 
were crossing guards and flashing lights present and still the driver pulled out from behind the waiting driver in 
front to pass on the right. At that point the driver struck the child and later said that they thought the car in front of 
them was merely making a left hand turn.  
 
Chief Weber noted that there are a variety of scenarios involving people that are too impatient to obey the traffic 
laws and yet when they get tickets, they are not happy. If his department tried to monitor every school every day 
there would not be enough officers. He stressed that bad things will happen as long as people ignore the traffic 
rules and regulations. They try to plan for bad things to happen, but they can’t always prevent them. 
 
Ald. Meaux concurred noting that there are a number of prevention and enforcement programs, but they will not 
always work in every case.  
 
Ald. Roznowski noted that he has been working on addressing these issues with some school groups. He believes 
they have a comprehensive approach to accident prevention. A couple of ideas they have come up with is the 
walking school bus and a crossing guard ambassador program.  
 
John McNally, 2631 N. 71st Street, commented that it was his son that was hit in the crosswalk. He noted that this 
crosswalk is particularly congested. The behavior of the driver that hit his son is not an aberration. The behavior is 
constant and there needs to be something specific done about this crosswalk. 
 
Christopher Neuman, 1924 Forest Street, commented that N. 76th Street is a boulevard so he suggested putting in 
an island to take the traffic from two lanes to one.  
 
Angela Dobbs, 7831 Livingston Avenue, noted that there is not always a crossing guard at school intersections, or 
worse, people ignore the crossing guard. She said there were a few times when she had to move quickly to 
prevent getting hit.  
 
Sarah Lerand, 2125 N. 90th Street, noted that she is a pediatrician and a mother of two McKinley children. She has 
raised money for signs that are more visible. She has also worked on the Walking School Bus project. They are 
looking for more support. She pointed out that there are less expensive alternate programs. She explained that the 
Crossing Guard Ambassador program would give the kids and parents a chance to get to know the crossing 
guards. They have reached out to other schools and have gotten a good response.  
 
Chief Weber thought the signs that are put in the middle of the road are the most visible. He added that if it were 
his child he would tell them to walk up to North Avenue and cross there.  
 
Ald. McBride spoke about how much safer narrow streets are because it slows traffic down. That is why he 
opposes widening the streets. He believes that will only create pedestrian hazards. 
 
Ald. Wilke suggested coordinating these ideas into a cohesive plan. Ald. Pantuso agreed adding that it still needs 
to be acknowledged that human behavior doesn’t change.  
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Ald. Meaux proposed bringing this topic back in a month with a look at the lower level issues: 1) eliminating 
most left turn lanes, 2) using LED flashing lights, and 3) looking into Community Development Block Grant 
funding.  
 
Ald. Jay observed that many of the street markings are very faded. She asked about looking into how much it 
would cost to repaint them. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
       Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
      Wauwatosa, Wisconsin  
svh 


