
    
 
 
  

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, September 6, 2011 

Committee Room #2 
 
 

PRESENT: Alds. Walsh, Berdan, Causier, Donegan, Hanson, Wilson, Ewerdt, McBride – 8 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   J. Archambo, City Administrator; A. Kesner, City Attorney, J. Ruggini, Finance 

Dir.; W. Porter, Public Works Dir. 
 
 

Ald. Walsh as chair called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.   
 
Citizen’s Advisory Capital Improvement Committee 
 
The committee reviewed a memo from the Governmental and Legislative Assistant regarding whether the  
Citizen’s Advisory Capital Improvements Committee remains a necessary component of the Capital 
Improvements Program process.  From that discussion, the question was raised, if any other boards, 
commissions or committees, may no longer be necessary or informative. 
 
The City Administrator asked the committee whether or not the input of the Advisory Committee is still 
of use and informative to the committee’s decision making. 
 
The committee discussed the large number of committees, commissions and boards that Wauwatosa 
citizens are being asked to sit on. Mr. Archambo noted that the discussion for this committee should be on 
the Capital Improvement Committee.  Discussion regarding change to any other committees will go to 
Community Development. 
 
The committee felt with the new process of information being received from the finance department, the 
committee has the information needed to better made decisions. There was concern raised if residents 
would feel that their voice was not being heard.  It was felt that the process is redundant and the Capital 
Improvement Committee members could be best served sitting on other necessary committees. It was 
stressed that citizens are always welcome and encouraged to attend our budget meetings for their input. 
 

Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Donegan  
to recommend repeal of an ordinance Section 2.80 of the 
municipal code pertaining to the Citizen’s Advisory 
Capital Improvements Committee – Ayes: 7   Noes: 1 (Causier)  

 
 
Professional services contract related to 2012 water main engineering design and contract 
administration 
 
The committee reviewed a memo from the Water Superintendent requesting approval to enter into an 
agreement for professional services related to water main engineering design and contract administration 
in advance of the 2012 construction season. 
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Mr. Wojcehowicz reported that the water utility has contacted with outside engineering firms for design 
services in the past. The Department of Transportation intends to pave N. Mayfair Rd. from W. Walnut 
Rd. to W. Burleigh St. in advance of the Zoo Freeway reconstruction in 2012. In advance of this work and 
work to be done by the Department of Transportation in 2013, the DOT would appreciate if the City 
utility work were done by April 2012. 
 
Mr. Wojcehowicz said that four proposals were received for engineering design and contract 
administration. This is to replace 3,450 feet of water main along with numerous water main alterations 
and fire hydrant relocations along the corridor to accommodate the DOT future paving plans. The low 
bidder was GRAEF USA in the amount of $27,900. 
 
 Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Wilson to  
 recommend approval to enter into a contract for design 
 services with GRAEF USA in the amount of $27, 900 - Ayes: 8 
 
Transfer of funds from Reserve from Contingencies to cover unanticipated costs in property tax 
matters 
 
The committee reviewed a memo from the City Attorney regarding a request for additional property tax 
litigation funds from the Reserve for Contingencies account.  During the year 2011, likely due to the 
economic situation nationwide, the City has been involved in a higher than expected amount of 
commercial litigation regarding property owners who are challenging their property tax payments to the 
City of Wauwatosa. 
 
The City Attorney explained that this year in particular there has been a lot of need for outside counsel. In 
the past $75,000 has been budgeted for property tax litigation. To date approximately $72,000 has been 
expensed. In recent years more commercial properties are going into litigation. He requested a fund 
transfer in the amount of $40,000 to fund the remaining costs of litigation during 2011. 
 
The City Attorney advised that in the 2012 budget a separate general fund reserve will be created for 
litigation of this type. This would provide for more flexibility in a year-to-year basis and better reflect 
work done annually as part of the City Attorney’s budget. 
 
   Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Donegan 
   to recommend approval of a transfer of $40,000 from the 
   Reserve for Contingencies account into the City Attorney’s 
   Sundry Contractual Services account for the balance of 
   2011 – Ayes: 8 
 
*Covenant v. City of Wauwatosa  - Wisconsin Supreme Court decision 
 
   Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Causier 
   to convene into closed session per Wis. Stat. 19.85(1) (g):  

Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body  
who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy  
to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which  
it is or is likely to become involved, and may reconvene into  
open session – Ayes: 8 
 

The committee convened into closed session at 7:02 p.m. 
    

Moved by Ald. Wilson, seconded by Ald. Berdan 
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   to reconvene into open session – Ayes:8 
 
The committee reconvened into open session at 7:42 p.m. 
 
   Moved by Ald. Donegan, seconded by Ald. Wilson 
   to enter into a settlement agreement with Covenant – Ayes: 8 
 
Vouchers 
 

Name Dept. Reason and location Date Amount 

Brianne Runyan Health WPHA/WALHDAB Conference - Appleton, WI 05/25 - 05/26/11 150.00 

Kelly Zielinski Police 
WI Narcotics Officers Association Conference 
- Green Bay, WI 08/16 - 08/18/11 214.00 

Carla Ledesma Clerk's 
Annual WI Municipal Clerk's Conference - WI 
Dells 08/23 -08/26/11 463.44 

Richard Baker Court Judicial Education - LaCrosse, WI 08/03 - 08/05/11 373.10 
Jennifer 
Ferguson 

Community 
Development 

CDBG Brownfield's Conference - Wausau, 
WI 08/16 - 08/18/11 337.45 

Erica Rondeau Court TIPSS software training - Lake Mills, WI 08/18 - 08/19/11 131.10 
Robin 
Bloczynski Court TIPSS software training - Lake Mills, WI 08/18 - 08/19/11 126.66 

David Hoppe Police 
International Association for Identification 
Conference - Milwaukee 08/08 - 08/12/11 26.21 

Nancy Kreuser Health NACCHO Conference - Hartford, CT 07/20 - 07/22/11 1200.51 

Anthony Brown Administration 
GFOA Budget Analyst Training Academy - 
Chicago 08/02 - 08/05/11 816.28 

Mayor Didier Administration 
Building One America Event – Washington, 
DC 07/17 - 07/18/11 321.56 

David Cefalu Police 
4:20 Interdiction - Passenger Vehicle - 
Franklin, WI 07/19 - 07/21/11 27.30 

Kelly Zielinski Police 
4:20 Interdiction - Passenger Vehicle - 
Franklin, WI 07/19 - 07/21/11 30.80 

Derik 
Summerfield Finance 

UW-Green Bay Municipal Treasurer's 
Institute 07/10 - 07/15/11 621.70 

Daniel Mitchell Police 
Basic Breath Examiner Specialist Course - 
Pewaukee 07/18 - 07/20/11 25.15 

 
Moved by Ald. Hanson, seconded by Ald. Ewerdt 

   that the vouchers be allowed and paid.      Ayes: 7   Present: 1 (Donegan)        
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 
 
 
      Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
      City of Wauwatosa 
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