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MINUTES 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF BUILDING & FIRE CODE APPEALS 

Friday, June 10, 2011 
Committee Room #1 

 
 
PRESENT: S. Jung, P. Nook, R Ornst, J. Price – 4 
  
ALSO PRESENT: W. Mainus, Building Inspector 
 
ABSENT:  C. Millman 
 
Mr. Ornst as Chair called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  
 
11631 West Woodland Avenue Variance  
 
J.D. Griffiths, contractor, has requested a variance to construct an 832 square foot detached garage 
whereas a 720 square foot detached garage is permitted. Reference WMC 15.04.040.C.3  
 
Present in favor: Randal and Elizabeth Nickerson, owner 
 11631 W. Woodland Avenue 
 
 
No one present in opposition. 
 
Mr. Nickerson explained that he is requesting this variance because he owns several vehicles and they all 
do not fit into his present garage.  He travels for work purposes and would prefer that his neighbors are 
not aware when he is away on business.  His current garage needs replacement and he would like to 
replace it with a larger garage to fit all vehicles.  Mr. Nickerson also plans to install fire extinguishers in 
the garage for safety reasons. 
 
Mr. Nickerson supplied a petition signed from members of the neighborhood indicating that they are not 
opposed to the garage.  Mr. Nickerson stated that the concrete pad next to the garage will be removed to 
accommodate the increased size.  This plan has already been approved by the Design Review Board. 
 
Mr. Price asked if the 18” setback on the southwest corner is legal.  Mr. Mainus answered that he checked 
with Zoning and this legal.  Mr. Mainus indicated that the southeast Wisconsin standard for garages is 
720 sq. ft., however, more homeowners are requesting larger garages. 
  

Moved by Mr. Nook,  seconded by Mr. Price to approve the variance.  
This Board finds that 1) a manifest injustice exists  
and that granting the Variance will be in keeping with  
the spirit of the code;   2) the Variance will not create  
special detriment to the overall character of the  
neighborhood nor adversely affect property values; 
3) the hardship or practical difficulty was not created by the  
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property owner; it exists due to the size of the present garage.   
The following conditions of approval are:  the homeowner  
will place (2) 10# ABC fire extinguishers in the garage. 
Based upon these findings I move that the variance be  
granted with the understanding that all necessary permits 
be obtained. 
 
Roll call vote taken.  Ayes: 4 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m. 
 

    
  
           
      Robert Ornst, Jr., Chairman     
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