
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

Committee Room #1 
 
PRESENT:   Alds. McBride, Pantuso, Wilke – 3 
 
EXCUSED:  Alds. Jay, Meaux 
 
ALSO PRESENT: W. Porter, Public Works Dir. 
 
Ald. McBride as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:17 p.m.     
 

 
Report on the status of the Zoo Interchange project 

Mr. Roberto Gutierrez, Forward 45, 135 S. 84th Street, Milwaukee, passed a newsletter on the Zoo Interchange to 
the committee which outlined the Reduced Impact Alternative (RIA). This includes major arterials. The schedule 
of work during the project is included as well as addressing transit, the butterflies, and a Highway 100 vision 
study.  He noted that the Department of Transportation (DOT) is performing the study. They are using 
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) data. He added that they are looking at doing 
some improvements on N. 95th Street.  
 
Mr. Andy Kowski, Forward 45, 135 S. 84th Street, Milwaukee, described how on Edgerton Avenue north to Silver 
Spring they developed long range impact on traffic. He added that there is a transit element with different 
features.  
 
Mr. Gutierrez noted that the Environmental Impact Statement includes transit. He stressed that improvements are 
needed. 
 
Mr. Chris Hiebert, SEWRPC, W.239 N1812 Rockwood Drive Waukesha, noted that hours of operation are 
expanded with commuter dedicated bus routes. Yet even with those additions, they would need to include 
additional lanes on the freeway system. Transit service may reduce the need for additional lanes on the freeway in 
all directions but not eliminate it.  
 
Mr. Tim Anheuser, Forward 45, 135 S. 84th Street, Milwaukee, spoke about using the Land Use Plan to project 
traffic increases. They would start working with the communities first with a sensitivity to the population, 
households, and recent or new development. They would also be sensitive to pedestrians and bicycle use as well.  
 
Mr. Gutierrez pointed out that the neighborhoods are already built up, but the traffic increases because of 
development and job expansion. Significant funding, about $2 million will be given by the DOT. The plans are to 
incorporate the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee’s (UWM) needs for ingress and egress to their facility.  
 
Mr. Anheuser noted that the intersections are designed to provide pedestrian refuge for those who are not able to 
make it across the street before the light changes.  
 
Mr. Porter informed the committee that he was looking to get feedback to the DOT on his draft letter regarding 
the city’s support for the Zoo Interchange proposals.  
 
Mr. Kowski noted that they are required to analyze the local roads. Mr. Anheuser added that they also need to 
look at the statutes for each street.  
 
Mr. Gutierrez commented that the RIA provides for recreational and commuter bike routes. Mr. Anheuser added 
that they have gotten input from different biking groups.  
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Ald. Pantuso asked if the DOT has spoken with people on Burleigh Street. Mr. Gutierrez responded that 
SEWRPC would make sure that the Burleigh Street interchange would fit with the others and function with the 
new development. Ald. Pantuso observed that he could see Burleigh Street becoming very busy in the future.  
 
Mr. Anheuser noted that they have heard very clearly that all the entities should work together and he felt that 
new systems would accommodate that.  
 
Ald. McBride recalled from the last meeting that Ald. Jay didn’t like what was being proposed on Highway 100 
and W. Blue Mound Road. The location already acts like a freeway. The intersections are very difficult if not 
outright dangerous to cross. He noted that since they have narrowed Silver Spring in Shorewood it seems that the 
design will cause spill over onto Highway 100. He would like to see a different solution. He was concerned about 
the effect of sprawl feeling that it hasn’t been controlled in the city or the surrounding municipalities. Blue Mound 
Road has been built up too much, too quickly. He thought that SEWRPC should be pushing sprawl control. He 
stressed that Mayfair Mall, the Research Park and the UWM campus are very important to Wauwatosa and should 
not become victims of sprawl.   
 
Mr. Hiebert observed that the Land Use Plan is supposed to support the development. Ald. McBride emphasized 
that the city does have choices and needs to focus on controlling sprawl.  
 
Mr. Gutierrez pointed out that using an integrated grid system keeps the traffic on the major arterials of which 
Highway 100 is one. They are also willing to do more with traffic calming especially on Glenview Avenue. 
 
Mr. Anheuser added that they are looking to incorporate storm water management in the projects.  
 
It was the consensus of the committee to support the Public Works Director in working with the DOT and 
SEWRPC on the ongoing projects involved in the Zoo Interchange project.  
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 
 
 
 
       Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
      Wauwatosa, Wisconsin  
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