
 
MINUTES 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS & APPEALS 
Friday, June 12, 2009 
Committee Room #1 

 
 
PRESENT: R. Bachman, C. Millman, R Ornst, D. Wheaton, S. Jung, P. Nook - 6   
 
EXCUSED:  R. Lex 
 
ABSENT:  J. Price 
  
ALSO PRESENT: F. Knapp, Building Inspector; W. Mainus, Building Inspector,  

J. Fischer, Electrical Inspector 
  
Mr. Ornst as Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
113 N. 121st Street
 

  

Mr. John Selby, contractor for the homeowner, has requested a variance to construct a 1232 square foot 
garage whereas a 720 square foot is permitted. Reference Wauwatosa Municipal Code 15.04.040.C.3 
 
Present in favor: John Selby, 2867 S. Waukesha Road, West Allis 

Damian Lodzinski, 113 N. 121st Street  
  
No one present in opposition. 
 
Mr. Selby said that the homeowner has a lot of vehicles, snowmobiles and bicycles that they would like to 
be able to store away for safe keeping. He said this would also make it look tidier from the street and the 
garage would block the view of Poblocki Paving which is behind the property. Ms. Selby said that the 
garage will also help block some of the freeway noise.  
 
Mr. Mainus said this is located on ¾ of an acre, that there is plenty of abutting land. He said the 
homeowner has gone in front of the Design and Review Board and are going back to that board with a 
decorative change on the garage side which faces Poblocki Paving. Mr. Selby said they went around to the 
neighbors and none that they spoke with were in opposition to the project.  
 
Mr. Nook noted that this will be a second garage on the parcel. Mr. Lodzinski said he needs additional 
room for his vehicles, tools, and children’s bicycles. 
 
Mr. Wheaton reminded the committee that there were a few similar cases last fall where variances were 
granted in keeping with the spirit of the code.  Mr. Wheaton noted that in this case he feels that the 
regulations are a bit antiquated and that the code has not kept up with today’s needs. 
  
Mr. Bachman noted that the land is very deep and there is plenty of room available. 
 
Mr. Nook advised that he would like to see at least two fire extinguishers installed in the garage. 
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Moved by Mr. Nook, seconded by Mr. Bachman to approve the Variance 
contingent upon the installation of two - 10 lb. fire extinguishers. The board finds that:  
1) a manifest injustice exists and that granting the Variance will be in keeping  
with the spirit of the code; 2) the Variance will not create special detriment  
to the overall character of the neighborhood nor adversely affect property  
values; and 3) the hardship or practical difficulty was not created by the  
property owner – 6  

 
 
1127 Robertson Street 
 
Mr. Michael Millen, homeowner, has requested a variance to construct a 850 square foot garage whereas a 
720 square foot is permitted. Reference Wauwatosa Municipal Code 15.04.040.C3 
 
Present in favor: Michael Millen, 1127 Robertson Street  
 
No one present in opposition. 
 
Mr. Millen said that he is replacing his garage that is over 70 years old and would like to build a 25’ x 34’ 
foot garage. He said he would like to use the same footprint but turn the garage 90 degrees and set it off of 
the alley. 
 
Mr. Millen is asking for permission to start the work on the slab. He will be going to the Design and 
Review Board and will possibly be installing a few more windows on the west side of the garage for a 
pseudo greenhouse if room permits. 
 
Mr. Knapp said that Mr. Millen asked for a permit prior to design review which is allowable. He said that 
there seems to be enough room on the property for this size garage. 
 
Mr. Millen said that the northwest corner of the garage will stay exactly the same as the old garage. The 
east pad to the south alley driveway is where the features will change. He said he is trying to keep the same 
profile of the old barn shape with a flat roof. 
 
  Moved by Mr. Nook, seconded by Mr. Jung to approve the Variance 

contingent upon installing two - 10 lb. fire extinguishers and approval  
from the Design and Review Board. The board finds that:  
1) a manifest injustice exists and that granting the Variance will be in keeping  
with the spirit of the code; 2) the Variance will not create special detriment  
to the overall character of the neighborhood nor adversely affect property  
values; and 3) the hardship or practical difficulty was not created by the  
property owner – 6  

 
 
2658 Pasadena Boulevard 
 
Mr. William Wehrley, homeowner, has requested a variance to perform electrical work without a city 
electrical contractor license. Reference Wauwatosa Municipal Code 15.02.120.C.1 
 
Present in favor: William Wehrley, 2658 Pasadena Boulevard 
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No one present in opposition. 
 
Mr. Wehrley said the state statute permits a homeowner to do their own work if they pull the permits, 
however the City of Wauwatosa local ordinance does not permit this.  Mr. Wehrley told the committee 
he bought his home thirteen years ago and said one of the first safety improvements he made in the home 
was to have 200 amp service installed. Mr. Wehrley reported that he has had their bathroom redone and an 
electrician performed the work, as well as work on their patio. 
 
Mr. Wehrley said that he is putting an addition on his home and would like to do the wiring himself. He felt 
it would be a good learning opportunity for his children and for them to learn the respect for electricity.  
 
Mr. Fischer said after talking with Mr. Wehrley he feels that he has the knowledge to compete the task. 
 
Mr. Wheaton said that the city code does not permit homeowners to do their own electrical work, 
recognizing that there it takes a number of years to become proficient in all aspects. He said there is an 
exception to identify someone they feel is qualified to do their own work. They have to sit down and 
convince the electrical inspector that they can do the work and the inspector would then come to the board. 
 
Mr. Millman asked if the existing electrical service is adequate. Mr. Wehrley said they have 200 amp 
service and as part of the general contractor’s work, the contractor will be installing the new electrical 
service to the addition. 
 
  Moved by Mr. Bachman, seconded by Mr. Jung to approve the Variance. 

The board finds that: 1) a manifest injustice exists and that granting the  
Variance will be in keeping with the spirit of the code; 2) the Variance  
will not create special detriment to the overall character of the neighborhood  
nor adversely affect property values; and 3) the hardship or practical difficulty  
was not created by the property owner – 6  

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 
  
 
           
      David M. Wheaton, Secretary     
 
mks 


