
WAUWATOSA CIVIC CELEBRATION COMMISSION
 MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY – AUGUST 26, 2010 
 

1. Attendance: 
Present:  Bill Berdan,  Cheryl Berdan, Don Birschel, Robert Brunow, John Hallanger, 
Dan Lofy, Kevin Mullen, Gay Leigh Mundy, Judy Randall, Brit Swisher, Jamie 
Swisher, Wendy Venske.  Ex-Officio:  Rick Beattie, Jeff Farina.   Excused:  Jeni 
Berdan, Bobby Pantuso, Patrick McNally, Sherryl Wedel, Amy Barron.  Absent:  
Mary Foley.    

  
2. Minutes: 

Cheryl Berdan called the meeting to order noting that Jeni Berdan has resigned her 
position on the Commission.  Bob Brunow made a Motion to approve the June 2010 
Minutes.  Dan Lofy seconded the Motion.  Minutes were approved. 
 

3. Elections: 
 

A. Chair:  Cheryl Berdan informed the Commission that Sherryl Wedel will not 
accept a possible nomination to the Chair position.  Gay Leigh Mundy nominated 
Bob Brunow.  Judy Randall nominated John Hallanger.  Both nominations were 
accepted.  A ballot vote was had with John Hallanger with John Hallanger 
prevailing.  John Hallanger accepted nomination to Chair the Civic Celebration 
Commission, effective immediately. 

 
B. Treasurer:  Bob Brunow made a Motion to nominate Kevin Mullen as Treasurer.  

Kevin accepted the nomination. 
 

C. Secretary:  Cheryl Berdan made a Motion to nominate Jamie Swisher as 
Secretary.  Jamie accepted the nomination. 

 
      4.       Old Business:  

 
A. Parade:   Comments:  Various Commission members reported hearing 

complaints in the community regarding the July 5 date for festivities.  Judy 
Randall noted the following:  Descriptive write ups for some units were not 
provided to Brian and Dan.  Hoppe Travel violated the “no advertising” 
regulation.  The sign signaling to start performing should be placed closer to the 
viewing stand.  Two churches only had walkers and should prepare a better 
presentation.  Judy also made note that the Junior Raiders and the Tosa 
Skateboarders performed great demonstrations.  Dan Lofy mentioned that many 
were impressed with the international flair (Canadian Flag and Band addition).  
Dan also noted that the few gaps in the parade were generally caused by the 
groups performing demonstrations.  Gay Leigh Mundy reported that she showed 
the parade video to 32 groups and provided feedback to the Commission 



regarding proper use of military terms, etc.  She has volunteered to assist in that 
regard prior to the 2011 parade.  Judy Randall sent pictures and thank you notes to 
all donors.  She has since received a note from Shirley Simon of Froedtert 
regarding their wish to have people ride on the Froedtert float in 2011! 

 
 

B. Afternoon Program:  Rick Beattie reported that the Music on the Move 
inflatables and music were a nice addition to the day’s events.  He also noted, that 
while we may lose some of the “small town” feel, the MOM additions brought in 
more people and added color to the environment.  Rick additionally stated that 
while the Milwaukee Theatre is great, and adds good flavor to the day, they are 
expensive and run their program on a very specific time frame, limiting flexibility 
with other activities.  The fact that the sound system was provided at no cost was 
a big plus.  The evening remained crowded.  In the future, however, it was 
suggested that instead of ending the music at 8:30, it would be great to play 
patriotic music up to the first launch of the fireworks.  Kevin Mullen suggested 
that we integrate the MOM and Rec Department activities.  Addition of a large 
poster outlining the times for Rec Department activities would be helpful so that 
children are not missing Rec events while waiting in line for the inflatables. 

 
       C. Evening Program:  Bob Brunow reports that the fireworks ran for 45 minutes,  
  rather than the usual 23 minutes.  Commission members in general gave praise to  
  the quality of the display.  Jeff Farina noted that the evening was flawless – no  
  problems with restrooms, general mayhem, etc. 

 
D. Parade Video:  No comment. 

 
       E.  Park Board Meeting:  Table to next month for report from Sherryl Wedel. 
  

5.       New Business: 
 

A. Judy Randall made a Motion that the 5/$10.00 gift certificates donated by Dave & 
Busters be sold for face value to be put in the Wauwatosa Civic Celebration 
Commission account for future Civic Celebrations.  Dan Lofy seconded the 
Motion.  The Motion passed.  Gay Leigh Mundy will purchase said certificates at 
face value. 

  
B.  Cheryl Berdan provided the Commission with a list of possible themes for the           
 2011 celebration.  Further ideas are welcomed. 
 
C. Dan Lofy reports that he is working on the letter suggested by Mayor Didier 

seeking new Commission members. 
 
D. Judy Randall passed out “Wauwatosa” hats provided by Mayor Didier, along with 

a letter from the Mayor thanking the Commission for a great 2010 celebration. 
 



 
 
 6. Assignments: 
 
  A. Memorial Day:  Gay Leigh Mundy and Bob Bruno will work together.   
   Don Birschel believes he can provide two bag pipers.  Ray Stuebe, a  
   Vietnam Chaplain, may be willing to participate. 
 
  B. Parade:  Bob Brunow is considering this position.  Dan Lofy will continue 
   as long as he has a partner.  Dan informs the Commission that his wife is  
   willing to handle some administrative duties. 
 
  C. Afternoon/Evening Programs:  Rick Beattie will oversee the Tosa   
   Recreation Department’s activities.  Patrick McNally and Bobby Pantuso  
   were not present. 
 
  D. Committee Assignments: 
   a. Flyers/PR/Advertising:  Brit & Jamie Swisher 
   b. New Units:  Entire Commission 
   c. TV Coverage:   
   d. Flags:  Good for potential new Commission member. 
   e. Fundraising:  Judy Randall will do, noting this is probably her last  
    year.  Provide names and numbers to Judy of potential donors. 
   f. Judging/Awards: 
   g. Permits/Support Services (Port-O-Johns, Concessions, Radios): 
   h. Golf Carts:  Bill Berdan 
   i. Volunteer Coordinator:  Wendy Venske 
   j. Mayfair Contacts – Insurance:  John Hallanger 
   k. Signage:  John Hallanger 
   l. Cars – Don Birschel.  Dan Lofy will provide a list of connections. 
   m. Contacts with Officials:  Cheryl Berdan 
   n. Floats:  Cheryl Berdan 
   o. Traffic Coordinators/Issues Day of Parade:  Bill Berdan and Don  
    Birschel. 
 
A Motion to adjourn was made by Jamie Swisher and seconded by Kevin Mullen.  Motion 
passed and the meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jamie Swisher  
 
 


