
WAUWATOSA CIVIC CELEBRATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
THURSDAY – JUNE 24, 2010 

 
1. Attendance: 

Present:  Bill Berdan,  Don Birschel, Robert Brunow, Mary Foley, John Hallanger, Dan Lofy, 
Patrick McNally, Kevin Mullen, Gay Leigh Mundy, Judy Randall, Brit Swisher, Jamie 
Swisher, Wendy Venske, Sherryl Wedel.  Ex-Officio:  Amy Barron, Rick Beattie, Cheryl 
Berdan, Jeff Farina.   Excused:  Jeni Berdan, Bobby Pantuso,    

  
2. Minutes: 

Sherryl Wedel called the meeting to order citing an amendment to the May 2010 Minutes in 
Committee Assignments, Item A(3) to read “Madison Scouts”.  Judy Randall made a Motion 
to approve the May 2010 Minutes with that amendment.  Mary Foley seconded the Motion.  
Minutes were approved. 
 

3. Old Business: 
 

A. Memorial Day:  Gay Leigh Mundy reported that the Memorial Day program   
received many positive comments.  She thanked Bob Brunow for his   contributions 
on the day of the program.  Gay Leigh printed her own program.  Note was made that the 
Mayor of Wauwatosa was not listed on the program.  It was noted that, in the future, 
communication with the Commission throughout the planning of the program would be 
helpful. 

B. Parade Taping:  Judy Randall reports that Brian Randall and Dan Hobbs are ready to 
go.  Amy Barron to forward fire truck information to Judy for Brian and Dan’s use.   
Sendiks is closing earlier on the 4th so Carmelo can set up earlier.  The possibility of 
taping off the area the night before was suggested.  Judy has the list ready for the 
announcers.  There is not a tent available for the announcers. 

C. Poster Distribution:  Brit & Jamie Swisher.  Distribution completed with the 
remainder being distributed to Commission members. 

 
4. New Business: 
 

A. Afternoon Program:  Rick Beattie & Patrick McNally.  Sherryl Wedel visited Hart 
Park with the Tosa West Boosters in order to outline where the various activities will be 
held.  Concessions will be open in the Stadium.  Sherryl suggested the boosters set up 
other tables outside of the concession area.  Lions Club will be on the grounds serving 
brats, burgers and beers.  Band boosters will be providing the same fare without the beer 
offering.  Sherryl suggested they sell soda.  Rick Beattie reports that the afternoon 
program is from 12:30 to 4:00 with the games and contests at 2:00.  The DJ from Music 
on the Move will stay until the fireworks begin.  Patrick McNally has recruited his wife 
to help him with Jo Don Farms.  Music on the Move will make announcements as to what 
is available on the grounds.  Electrical service will not be run across 72nd Street to the 
stadium.  

 
B. Flag Raising Ceremony:  Sherryl Wedel informed Barb Kadrich and Kevin Oberdorf 

that there is not a sound system available.  Amy Barron remembers a blow horn being 
used in the past.  Discussion was had regarding the timing of the Boy Scouts and the 
ladder/flag ceremony.  It was determined that the police department should communicate 
with the parade organizers as to what is going on at Sendiks.  The scouts should start at 
8:40.  The fire truck at 8:50 with the ladder lowered to street level after the scouts have 
passed through the area.  The parade should start at 9:00.  The fire truck should stay in 
place until the parade catches up.  Mike Anton is aware of this. There will be a call to 
colors and the playing of the National Anthem.  Taps is not appropriate for the program.  



The Commission agreed with Cheryl Berdan’s suggestion that there was no need to 
explain or announce the ceremony.   Sherryl Wedel will update Barb and Kevin. 

 
C. Signs:  John Hallanger.  Signs will be ready next week.  He has the cones for parade 

unit arrangement. 
 

D. Jelly Belly Costume:  Sherryl Wedel says the suit is being sent to her home with 900 
Jelly Belly bags.  Wendy Venske will pick it up from Sherryl.  Wendy will pick up 
sandwich board.  Jeff Farina will set up cones at the Mall. 

 
E. Parade:  Dan Lofy and Bob Brunow.  Dan reports that the Racine Scouts Drum & 

Bugle Corp will not be participating in our parade   (Savings of $1,500).  However, 
Brenda Armstrong’s band is on a Midwest tour and offered to participate for free.  Judy 
Randall made a motion to make an honorary payment of $350.00 to them.  They have 25-
30 people in their unit. Mary Foley seconded the Motion.  The Motion passed.  To date, 
Dan is short one convertible.  Bob Brunow noted that political candidates are not in the 
parade nor are they to distribute literature on the curb-to-curb part of the parade route.  
The snow plow has been informed that they are not in the parade.  Bob reported that 60 
units have confirmed to date, with 30 not responding. 

 
F. Traffic Coordination:  Bill Berdan.  Wendy has 8 volunteers for traffic.  It was 

suggested that we place 2 people at each stop, with 3 at the Cheesecake Factory. 
 

G. Volunteers:  Wendy Venske noted that volunteer numbers from East and West are down 
about 12-15 kids.  Remember to encourage volunteers to ride on the All American 
Window and Door Float at the end of the parade, meet at Denny’s at 6:00 a.m.  Bring any 
volunteers you can find! 

 
H. Awards:  Mary Foley will inform Cheryl Berdan of winners so that the Mayor can make 

the announcement and they can be posted on the Hotline.  Cheryl also suggested to Bob 
Brunow that he update the message on the Hotline.  Sherryl Wedel reports that the Mayor 
would like a write-up for distribution to encourage volunteers to join the Commission.  
Dan Lofy volunteered to put it together. 

 
I. Fundraising:  Judy Randall.  Judy reports that to date we have 37 donors (up from 28 in 

2009), raising $18,495 (up $400 from 2009).  Dave & Busters sent 5 $10 gift cards.  Judy 
suggested giving them to the announcers and Carmello. 

 
J.  Fireworks:  Amy Barron is working with Bartolotta’s to find out exactly what they will 

be shooting off so that she can secure the permit. 
 

K.  Additional Comments:   Sherryl Wedel reports that the Mayor would like a write-up for 
distribution to encourage additional volunteers to join the Commission.  Dan Lofy 
offered to put it together. 

 
A Motion to adjourn was made by Mary Foley and seconded by Gay Leigh Mundy.  Motion passed and 
the meeting adjourned at 8:24. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jamie Swisher   
 
 


