CITY OF WAUWATOSA
MEMORIAL CIVIC CENTER
7725 WEST NORTH AVENUE
Telephone: (414) 479-8917
Fax: (414) 479-8989

MINUTES
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF BUILDING
AND FIRE CODE APPEALS
Friday, July 9, 2010

PRESENT: R. Bachman, S. Jung, R. Lex, C. Millman, R. Ornst — 5
EXCUSED: D. Wheaton, P. Nook, J. Price

ALSO PRESENT: F. Knapp, Building Inspec.

Mr. Ornst as Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

4731 N. 117" Street

Mr. Dennis Brunet, homeowner, has requested a variance to construct an approximately 954 square foot
detached garage whereas a 720 square foot detached garage is permitted. WMC 15.04.040.C.3

Present in favor: Dennis and Pam Brunet, 4731 N. 117" Street
Bruce Pasbrig, 4739 N. 117" Street

Mr. Brunet noted that they have three cars, a trailer and assorted yard equipment such as a lawn mower.
They currently have a two-car garage and need the extra space to accommodate their vehicles and
equipment. They could not add on to the garage because it has a brick fagcade. They plan to remove the
brick, increase the garage size and put the brick back on as a decoration to match the house. They would
probably have enough to cover part of the bottom of the structure the rest of the garage would be covered
with aluminum siding.

Mr. Knapp commented that the garage has a unique foundation with a no frost footing and a floating
foundation. The owners plan on covering the walls and ceiling with dry wall which will help as a fire
barrier.

Mr. Millman asked if there were water issues. Mr. Brunetz responded that there was clay in the area that
the garage is located. Their architect thought the footing would work well in that condition.

Mr. Lex noted that there have been similar appeals in the past so there is a precedent for this type of
construction. He suggested that because of the larger size of the garage, the applicants should put in a fire
extinguisher and a fire rated fire wall. He felt the foundation footing was acceptable.

Moved by Mr. Bachman, seconded by Mr. Millman to approve the variance. The
board finds beyond a reasonable doubt that: 1) a manifest injustice exists and that
granting a variance will be in keeping with the spirit of the code, 2) the variance

will not create a special detriment to the overall character of the neighborhood nor
adversely affect property values, 3) the hardship or practical difficulty was not
created by the property owner, but exists due to people having more yard equipment
and automobiles than years ago when the garage was first built, and 4) the installation
of a fire extinguisher and fire wall construction is recommended. Based on these
findings the board moves that the variance be granted — 5

The meeting adjourned at 9:16 a.m.

David M. Wheaton, Secretary
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