
    
 
 
  

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2009 
Committee Room #2 

 
PRESENT: Alds. Maher, Ewerdt, Purins, Jay, Walsh, Organ, Donegan, Krol – 8 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   J. Archambo, City Administrator; A. Kesner, City Atty.;  

R. Braier, Finance Dir.; W. Kappel, Public Works Dir.;  
W. Wehrley, City Engineer, D. Redman, Fire Chief 
   

Ald. Maher as Chair called the meeting to order at 8:50 p.m.                               
 

 
Sanitary sewer rates for 2009 

The committee reviewed a memo from the Finance Director setting sanitary sewer rates for 2009. 
Mr. Braier reported that at the first meeting of each year, sanitary sewer rates need to be set. As discussed in the 
budgetary process it was decided that the local usage rates remain unchanged. The City was notified by the 
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewage District of the 2009 user charge rates. This will be an increase of 
approximately $4.00 on a quarterly basis. 
    

Moved by Ald. Donegan, seconded by Ald. Ewerdt to 
   recommend approval of the 2009 sanitary sewer rates -   Ayes: 8 
 
 

 
Resolution approving a rate increase per Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU)  

The committee reviewed a memo from the Public Works Director regarding a resolution approving a rate 
increase of $3.36 per ERU per quarter in the storm water management fee effective January 1, 2009. 
 
Mr. Kappel said this is the second increase since July 2000. The recommendation increases the quarterly rate per 
ERU to $13.86. 
    

Moved by Ald. Donegan, seconded by Ald. Krol 
   to recommend approval the request to increase storm water 

ERU quarterly rates to $13.86 per ERU – Ayes: 8 
 

 

 
Assistance to Firefighter’s Grant 

The committee reviewed a memo from the Fire Chief recommending acceptance of Assistance to Firefighter’s 
Grant. This committee granted approval to apply for the grant last year. The grant awarded was in the amount of 
$43,000 to be used toward replacing some extrication equipment. This grant requires a 10% matching funds 
from the City which will be taken out of the 2009 budget. 
 

Moved by Ald. Walsh, seconded by Ald. Purins 
   to recommend approval of the Firefighter’s grant acceptance 
   in the amount of $43,000 – Ayes: 8 
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Ald. Purins said he would be happy to approve this plan with the thought that in 2010 and beyond additional 
streets may be added. Mr. Kappel reiterated that the city needs to move beyond the streets and include the 
sanitary sewers. He said the four mile goals of street repair should be adhered to. The Public Works Director 

5-Year Capital Improvements Program 
 
Mr. Kappel summarized the 5-Year Capital Improvements Program. This program includes $4.4 million for 
Hart Park which increases the bond issue by approximately $700,000.  
 
Pam Matthews, 4139 N. 110th St., is a member of the Citizens Advisory Capital Improvements Committee; she 
wanted this committee to know that the Capital Improvements Committee spent a lot of time discussing Hart 
Park. She said they met three times and spent two to three hours each time in discussion. The Citizens Advisory 
Committee came to the conclusion that in the best interest of the city, this project should wait at least one year. 
Ms. Matthews commented that she has never seen a project get approved so quickly. The advisory committee 
felt that this is a lot of money to spend on one project and they don’t feel that the Wauwatosa taxpayers alone 
should have to fund this. The advice from them sent to the Budget & Finance Committee was to wait on this 
project. They felt with the current economic climate it is not feasible to do this. Ms. Matthews wondered why 
the City is in such a hurry to spend such a large amount of money on this project when the bonding cap was just 
removed, which was supposed to be used to repair infrastructure. The idea of raising funds after the fact doesn’t 
seem logical. Ms. Matthews noted that Wauwatosa West did a lot of fundraising in advance for their stadium. 
  
Mike Ruzicka, President of the Greater Milwaukee Association of Realtors, attended the meeting in support of 
Hart Park. He noted that the current property values south of the Hart Park are a little higher than average. He 
said this is a very valuable part of the city because of its proximity to the parks. He provided a snapshot map and 
spreadsheet with single family home values from 2000 – 2008. 
 
Tom Ertel, 7440 Oakhill Ave., Commissioner on the Board of Parks and Forestry, noted that the community is 
not happy with the delays in getting Hart Park completed. 
 
Mayor Didier said that this project has not been rushed and has been discussed at great length. She understands 
the aspect of the economic times, and is hopeful that the new stadium will bring more people into the 
community which would economically help the businesses in the village. She felt that an active area will help 
reduce crime. The Mayor commented on the current economic growth in Wauwatosa which includes Dave & 
Buster’s, Pick N’ Save, and Café Hollander. 
 
The committee discussed the fact that the city is doing less than four miles of road repair and the intent of 
removing the cap was to allow more infrastructure work to be done. Mr. Archambo reported that in the past the 
city has looked at 160 miles of road. The city is now also looking at 198 miles of storm sewers which are being 
telescoped. The roads and storm sewers will be meshed together to determine the most critical in need of repair. 
The City Administrator said the city still endeavors to do four miles of road but the underground needs to be 
looked at first.  
 
Ald. Organ said she feels that even with the current state of the economy, it is still a good time to develop the 
park because we will be able to get good pricing on commodities and construction costs. She noted that the city 
is doing something good for the economy by creating jobs. Ald. Organ said that the Comptroller has sanctioned 
this project because of the money on hand and with our bonding rates we can afford to do this at this time. She 
thought that waiting another year would incur additional costs. 
 
Ald. Donegan noted that this budget reflects all that can be taken on for streets and sewers until the telescoping 
is completed. He said it is a good time to go into our reserve funds and have the opportunity to do the work at 
Hart Park by borrowing $1.2 million dollars over a ten year debt service.  We should get this done while the 
streets and sewers are being re-thought. The city has maintained pretty modest tax increases as we have not 
spent properly on infrastructure. He noted that he wants to see more than the miles listed in the five year plan for 
2010 and beyond. 
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said he has had lengthy discussions with the City Engineer and future projects will be decided by meshing the 
infrastructure needs with priorities and it will be based on miles.  

 
Moved by Ald. Donegan, seconded by Ald. Krol to  
recommend approval of the Five Year Capital  
Improvements Program as written. 

 
Moved by Ald. Purins to amend the motion to remove 

    68th St., 86th St., Auburn Ave., and Kinsman St. from the plan. 
 

Amendment dies for lack of a second. 
 
Ald. Jay asked if an amendment to the motion could be made that in the event the land sale of the public works 
property doesn’t go through, the committee be allowed to reconsider the athletic field work. The City Attorney 
advised that if the funds aren’t there the work couldn’t be done, so an amendment would not be needed. Mr. 
Archambo reported that everything is going as planned with the public works property land sale.  
 
Ald. Maher asked the City Comptroller how the current economy would affect bond rates. Mr. Braier said 
municipal bonds are safe for returns and risk free. He said it is a good time for municipalities to invest in 
municipal bonds and expects about a 3% range. There has been an easing of credit since last fall. Mr. Braier said 
he is comfortable that we can sell the bonds at a good rate. 
 
The committee discussed the roads that were removed from the 2009 program. Mr. Archambo said that 
Milwaukee Avenue was being delayed due to the water utility work that require significant funds and the water 
utility will be in a better position to do this next year. A few reasons for holding off 124th Street were the zoo 
interchange project and mitigation traffic routing that might happen. The City will work cooperatively with Elm 
Grove on widening issues, so it is probably more appropriate to wait until 2010. 
 
Mr. Kappel said that the construction on the Muellner Building and athletic field will start this spring. He said 
work on the grounds at the Rotary pavilion will start at the end of the concert season. Mr. Archambo noted that a 
management plan should be in place by April well in advance of the 2010 budget, when it can be discussed at 
length. He said there may be a need for some restructuring of funds. 
 
 

Vote on original motion passes: Ayes:  6; Noes:  2 (Maher, Ewerdt) 
 

The meeting adjourned at 10:34 p.m. 

Vouchers 
No vouchers presented. 
 

 
 
      Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
      City of Wauwatosa 
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