
WAUWATOSA CIVIC CELEBRATION COMMISSION
 MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY – FEBRUARY 25, 2010 
 

1. Attendance: 
Present:  Bill Berdan,  Jeni Berdan, Robert Brunow, Mary Foley, Dan Lofy, Kevin 
Mullen, Bobby Pantuso, Judy Randall, Brit Swisher, Jamie Swisher, Wendy Venske.  
Ex-Officio:  Amy Barron, Rick Beattie, Cheryl Berdan, Jeff Farina.   Excused:  
Sherryl Wedel, John Hallanger, Patrick McNally, Gay Leigh Mundy. 

  
2. Minutes: 

Judy Randall called the meeting to order.  Mary Foley made a Motion to approve the 
January 28, 2010 Minutes.  Bill Berdan seconded the Motion.  Minutes were 
approved. 
 

3. New Business: 
       Port-O-Johns – Tabled to March meeting. 

  
4. Old Business: 
            Launching of Fireworks – Meeting with Jeff Bartolotta, Bob Brunow, Sherryl  Wedel                       
       and the Purchasing Manager for City of Wauwatosa.  Bob Brunow reported          
       that the meeting was held at Hart Park to discuss location of the launch site for      
       fireworks and the appropriate size shells.  After review of the potential sites, it was   
       agreed that the best presentation would use 5” shells.   It was proposed that the launch 
       site be moved to the County grounds on the parkway south of the stadium.      
       Bartolottas would set up and leave one traffic lane open until approximately 8:45 pm.  
       The road would then be closed for 1.5 hours during launching.  The City of       
       Wauwatosa indicated that they will permit this use.  We would also need to obtain       
       County approval to use the area.  Upon securing County approval, the Wauwatosa   
       Fire Department would need to take measurements for final approval of the launch   
       site. Jeff Farina believes there may be a fee of $325 for use of the County land.  This   
       remedy would greatly increase the park areas available for the afternoon and evening   
       programs.  Bob Brunow reports that the budget for fireworks would remain at       
       $15,000 using the 5” shells.  Bill Berdan made a Motion to proceed with County  
       approval.  Brit Swisher seconded the Motion.  The Motion passed. 

 
 

5. Programs for 2010: 
 

Memorial Day  –   Gay Leigh Mundy – No report. 
  
Parade  –  Bob Brunow/Dan Lofy  -  Bob Brunow reports that he was contacted by 
Dick Bachman regarding the flags.  Dick informed Bob that the Kiwanis will be 
taking care of flag maintenance.  Dick Bachman asked if a car could be in the parade 
asking for contributions to the flag program.  The Commission discussed this request 



and it was noted that the Parade cannot be used as a fundraising vehicle.  Bob 
Brunow will report back to Mr. Bachman and make the suggestion that he ask the 
Kiwanis to explore publicity opportunities for the program, its financial needs, and 
highlighting their involvement. 
 
Dan Lofy reports that he has made contact with the Madison Scouts Drum and Bugle 
Corp and that they are available and happy to participate in our parade.  They perform 
Stars and Stripes Forever!   Their charge is $2500 and he anticipates up to 1000 more 
people coming to the parade to see them.  They will need 4-5 coach type bus spaces. 
 
The Racine Kilties are not available.  Judy Randall suggested finding Bag Pipers.  
Participant responses are currently 36 of 115 sent out.  
 
Afternoon Program – Rick Beattie/Patrick McNally -  Rick Beattie expressed his 
enthusiasm for the relocation of the launch site as it would free up space for the 
afternoon program.  If the launch site is changed, the site for the afternoon program 
would remain the same as last year.  Rick spoke with Tom Ertl and was assured that 
electricity could be provided as necessary for the program.  We still need sound 
people and equipment.  Bobby Pantuso reported that he is waiting for a response from 
Music in Motion and will continue to look for other equipment/DJ options. 
 
Evening Program – Bobby Pantuso – Continuing to work on music/DJ options. 
 
 
Committee Assignments: 
 
a. Flyers/PR/Advertising – Swisher – No activity. 
 
b. New Units – Bob Brunow & Dan Lofy - Forward any new ideas to Bob Brunow 

or Dan Lofy.  
  
c. TV Coverage – Judy Randall – Brian Randall and Dan Hobbs have both agreed 

to do the TV coverage. 
 
d. Flags – Amy Barron – Reports that the Flag Center in Wauwatosa can supply 

flags without the “spearhead” top for $.13 as opposed to the projected price of 
$.17 from the current vendor.  Bob Brunow made a Motion to purchase the $.13 
flags.  Dan Lofy seconded the Motion.  The Motion passed.  Kevin Mullen 
suggested approaching the Flag Center to see if they would be willing to donate 
either some or all of the flag cost with mention in advertising.  Amy will check 
with them to see if they can contribute in any way. 

 
e. Fundraising – Judy Randall – Reports that $14,485 has been donated to date, 

which is only 17% less than the total collected last year.  Now that Dave & 
Busters has had their grand opening, contact will be made.  Bobby Pantuso 
suggested Café Hollander as another contributor to contact. 



 
f. Judging/Awards – Mary Foley – Mary Foley received contact information 

regarding additional judges from Sherryl Wedel.  Any other suggestions should be 
forwarded via e-mail to Mary Foley and she will send letters.   

 
g. Permits/Support Services (Port-O-Johns, Concessions & Radios) – Radio 

contact information has been sent from Bob Bruow to Wendy Venske. 
 
h. Golf Carts – Bill Berdan – No Report. 

 
i. Volunteer Coordinator – Wendy Venske – No. Report. 
 
j. Mayfair Contacts and Insurance – Sherryl Wedel – No Report. 

 
k. Signs – John Hallanger – No Report. 

 
l. Cars – Dan Lofy – Progressing.   

 
m. Contacts with Officials – Jeni Berdan – No Report. 
 
n. Floats/Flyover – Jeni Berdan – The price for floats has increased to $650.  E-

Mails are being sent.  Dan Lofy reports that the Pentagon has stopped all fly-
overs. 

 
o. Traffic Coordinator/Issues for Day of Parade – Bill Berdan – Will need more       

traffic volunteers as the mall will be open. 
 
 6.   Treasurer’s Report – Kevin Mullen – Presented a summary of last year’s   
       expenses ($46,192).  This year’s budget should remain the same.  A $5,000   
       balance goes through year to year as a cushion in case we lose any of our usual  
       donors.  Commission members should go over the roster of parade participants to  
       determine the viability of each to maintain the quality of the parade, while staying  
       within the budget.  Kevin will send budget information to the Commission   
       members.   

    
 

Adjournment – Motion to adjourn by Bobby Pantuso and seconded by Dan Lofy.  Meeting was 
adjourned at 8:00. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jamie Swisher 
       


