
    
 
 
 

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, May 27, 2008 

Committee Room #2 
 

PRESENT: Alds. Maher, Krol, Walsh, Donegan, Purins, Jay, Organ – 7 
 
EXCUSED: Ald. Ewerdt 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   J. Archambo, City Admin.; A. Kesner, City Atty.; R. Braier, Finance Dir.; 

W. Kappel, Public Works Dir.; W. Wehrley, City Engr.  
 
Ald. Maher as Chair called the meeting to order at 8:07 p.m. 
 
Audit and Fiscal Report year ending 2007 
 
The committee reviewed a report from the Finance Director. Mr. Braier introduced Renee Messing, 
CPA, Partner; and Jake Lenell, CPA, Manager; of the City’s accounting firm Clifton Gunderson LLP.  
Ms. Messing presented to the Budget and Finance Committee the City’s Audit and Fiscal Report year 
ending December 31, 2007. Ms. Messing reported that there were no difficulties in performing the audit 
and there were no material adjustments to the final audit. She reported that the general fund is in a very 
strong financial position. The committee discussed a few of the significant matters related to the audit 
and any changes that would be necessary. 
 
Ald. Maher suggested to committee members that this report be reviewed before going into the budget 
process this fall, in particular, the Management’s Discussion and Analysis, Governmental Funds balance 
sheet, and the General Fund schedules. 
 
   Moved by Ald. Purins, seconded by Ald. Krol to  

recommend acceptance and to place on file the audit  
report from Clifton Gunderson LLP; 

   for the period ending December 31, 2007  - 7 
   
Professional services agreement for Ruby Avenue utility design 
 
The committee reviewed a memo from the City Engineer regarding the award of a professional services 
agreement for the Ruby Avenue flood mitigation utility design. A Request For Proposal (RFP) was sent 
to eight engineering firms.  
 
Ald. Donegan observed that there was an extraordinary variance in the bids received from the lowest to 
the highest bidder. Mr. Wehrley responded that he met with a number of the firms and some of the 
variance was found in their estimation of the time needed. 
 
The City Engineer is recommending Ruekert-Mielke as they have the best combination of value, 
experience and qualifications. Their proposed project schedule allows for three months of design phase 
followed by advertising, award of contract, and a construction start date in October, 2008. The estimated 
project cost is $1.6 million. Ruekert-Mielke’s fees shown on the schedule do not include reimbursable 
expenses, which should be a relatively low figure. 
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Moved by Ald. Purins, seconded by Ald. Donegan to  

   recommend approval to enter into an agreement with  
Ruekert-Mielke for an amount up to $69,000 for the  
Ruby Avenue Flood Mitigation and Utility Design Project - 7 

 
Professional services agreement for sanitary sewer spot improvements  
 
The committee reviewed a memo from the City Engineer regarding the award of a professional services 
agreement for sanitary sewer spot improvements. In 2005 the City of Wauwatosa along with twenty-
eight other municipalities tributary to Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) entered into 
a stipulation with the Department of Justice (DOJ) regarding sanitary sewers. The City of Wauwatosa 
agreed that they will support MMSD’s implementation of peak flow performance standards which were 
adopted in December 2007.  
 
Excessive flows in the sanitary sewer system during a rain event on July 9, 2006 caused MMSD to 
bypass an estimated 50,000 gallons of sewage into Honey Creek at W. Wisconsin Ave. Portions of City 
of Wauwatosa and City of Milwaukee sanitary sewers are upstream of this bypass location. MMDS has 
informed both communities that sewer flows upstream of the bypass have exceeded peak flow 
performance standards. The first step in reducing flows is identifying areas where the sewer system may 
be leaking. This is Phase 1 Limited Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Survey (LSSES).  A Request For 
Proposal (RFP) was sent out to eight engineering firms. 
 
Flow monitoring after construction improvements will likely be required to quantify if the 
improvements were successful in reducing peak flows. Flow monitoring may extend through 2009 or 
2010 which is why the City Engineer is requesting carrying over any remain funds in the contract award 
at the end of each year. 
 
Seven proposals were received. Exact fees for this work were difficult to quantify due to the variable 
nature of area rainfalls and the unknown condition of the city’s sanitary sewers. The Engineering 
Department proposed to utilize up to $225,000 of the budget for Phase 1 work which will leave funds 
available for a second sanitary sewer spot improvement for a different project which will likely be 
issued this summer. 
 
Mr. Wehrley reported that this project is not fully defined as the city doesn’t know exactly where the 
problem is. In one of the areas being metered the housing is predominately pre-1954 where foundation 
drain tiles legally drain into the sewer. If  it were determined the extra drainage is from this, the city 
would have limited recourse.  
 
Ald. Donegan asked if there is any kind of radius as to where the leaky pipes might be. Mr. Wehrley 
discussed the boundaries map and noted that there are surrounding boundaries with the City of 
Milwaukee that could be problematic. The city is looking to install flow meters at these areas. The City 
of Milwaukee will be doing a similar flow metering process. In one of the two areas which MMSD has 
identified the flows are nine times the acceptable value, the flows in the other larger area are double the 
acceptable value. Mr. Wehrley commented that he would like to monitor multiple sites to catch the 
problem as soon as possible.  A smoke testing procedure would be done in August if the leak(s) are not 
found before then. The plan is to find out where the leaks are as soon as possible to reduce the 
likelihood of sewer overflow. 
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Ald. Krol asked if there was money in the 2008 budget for this. Mr. Wehrley responded that nothing 
was budgeted for this and that is why they were requesting the use of the 2007 carry over funds. He 
noted that if the leak(s) are found early in the process all of the $225,000 would not be used and the 
remaining funds could be used for repairs. If the cost should exceed the carry over amount it could be 
put into the 2009 budget. 
 
   Moved by Ald. Donegan, seconded by Ald. Purins to 
   recommend approval to enter into an agreement with  
   R. A. Smith National for Phase 1, Limited Sanitary Sewer  

Evaluation Survey investigation work for up to $225,000 using  
2007 carry over funds – 7 
 
Moved by Ald. Donegan, seconded by Ald. Purins to 
recommend approval of the automatic carry over of 
remaining funds in the award amount at the end of each year  - 7 

 
Muellner Building flood proofing design 
 
The City Engineer updated the committee on the Muellner Building flood proofing design project. 
A few years ago a grant was received for this project from the Department of Natural Resources. Due to 
elevation changes the flood stage on the Menomonee River is being re-evaluated. When the work on the 
county grounds is completed it could drop the flood elevation by about 1 – 1 ½ feet.  
 
There is a lot to consider as anything that would be done will impact the buildings accessibility. Many 
options for flood proofing the building were discussed. Some of the risks with these options include 
damage to the stone structure of the building, damage to the track and tennis courts and with some 
options the ice rink and its’ mechanical system would not be protected.  
 
Mr. Wehrley reported that grants have been received from the DNR and Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewer 
District (MMSD) in the amount of $1.7 million for flood proofing.  
 
Ald. Purins asked what the value is of the park and all of the buildings. Mr. Wehrley advised that he 
would compile those figures. Mr. Kappel reported that the cost of the flood proofing exceeds the 
facility’s value. The committee discussed the possibility of relocating some of the buildings. This would 
not be an option for the Muellner Building due to its’ historic nature. Ald. Purins asked if the city has 
insurance on the building in the event of a flood that destroys it beyond repair. Mr. Braier reported that 
this building is insured. 
 
The Budget and Finance committee asked Mr. Wehrley for more information. They would like to see a  
formal presentation with costs associated to the different options.  
 
Vouchers 
 

Name Department Reason and location Date Amount 
William 
Bayliss Building Electrical inspection recertification - Elkhart Lake 

5/14 - 
5/16/08 224.00 

David Cefalu Police 
Basic Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) Training 
- Oak Creek 

5/12 -
5/16/08 41.16 

Farris Griffin Police MATC Police Recruit Academy - Oak Creek 
1/28 - 

5/02/08 775.65 
David 
Moldenhauer Police 

Wisconsin Association of Homicide Investigators 
Conference - Eau Claire 

4/22 - 
4/25/08 542.37 
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Jean Plass Comptroller 

Illinois Government Finance Officers Association 
(IGFOA) & Wisconsin Government Finance Officers 
Association (WGFOA)  Joint Conference - Janesville 

5/15 - 
5/16/08 193.68 

Brian Zalewski Police 
Managing and Understanding the Use of Force - 
Applteon 

5/05 - 
5/07/08 200.86 

Michael 
Schultz Police 

Wisconsin Association of Homicide Investigators 
Conference - Eau Claire 

4/22 - 
4/25/08 511.29 

Jennifer 
Stohler Consortium 2009 Consortium Funding Meeting - Madison 5/7/08 84.44 
 
    

Moved by Ald. Purins, seconded by Ald. Organ 
   that the vouchers be allowed and paid – 7 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m. 
 
      Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
      City of Wauwatosa 
mks 


