
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, November 25, 2008 

 
PRESENT:  Alds. Jay (7:38 p.m.), Maher, McBride, Meaux, Stepaniak       - 5 
 
ALSO    
PRESENT: W.  Kappel, Dir. of Public Works; A. Kesner, City Atty.; J. Archambo, City Admin. 
 
 
Ald. Meaux as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.   -4 
 
Report on  90-Day Trial – No Parking on School Days on N. 115th Street South of W. Center Street 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that there were no complaints during the 90-day trial of no parking from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on school days on the west side of N. 115th Street from W. Center Street to a point 130 feet south.  The 
change was instituted at the request of a local alderperson. 
 
  Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Maher to recommend 
  introduction of an ordinance to permanently implement the 

restrictions.     Ayes:  4   
 
Parking Restrictions in Drop-Off Lanes at Roosevelt School 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that the principal of Roosevelt Elementary School, 2535 N. 73rd Street, would like to 
allow parking during non-school hours in the drop-off lanes on either side of the school.  The signs on N. 74th 
Street that currently prohibit parking at any time would be replaced with signs that prohibit parking on school 
days from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The signs on 73rd Street currently have the desired language.   
 
Ald. Stepaniak noted that there is a lot of activity on the west side of the school during non-school hours.  He 
felt that the proposed change is appropriate. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Stepaniak, seconded by Ald. McBride to approve a 
  90-day trial of no parking on school days from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
  on the east side of N. 74th Street adjacent to Roosevelt School.   Ayes:  4 
 
Parking Restrictions on Blanchard Street between N. 72nd and N. 74th Streets 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that area residents have requested removal of parking restrictions on the south side of 
Blanchard Street between N. 72nd and N. 74th Streets.  According to former Alderman Grimm who lives on 
Blanchard Street, the restrictions apparently date back to when the Blanchard pumping station was an active 
meeting point for water department personnel.  Since that is no longer the case, Mr. Kappel recommended a 
trial removal.  Since parking is prohibited on the north side of the street in this area, removing the restrictions 
on the south side would not create a traffic flow issue.   
 
(Ald. Jay present.     -5) 
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In response to questions, Mr. Kappel said that any other restrictions in this area are one or two-hour.  If 
parking becomes a problem in the area closest to 74th Street or State Street businesses, restrictions could be 
restored on the west end.  Ald. McBride commented that the area is far enough away from businesses on State 
Street that it would not attract those drivers.  He mentioned that clients of a constituent with an in-home 
business have been ticketed for minimally exceeding the two-hour limitation on Blanchard Street. 
 
  Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Stepaniak to approve a 
  90-day trial of two-hour parking on the south side of Blanchard Street 
  between N. 72nd and N. 74th Streets.     Ayes:  5 
 
Update on Zoo Interchange Project and West Suburban Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) 
 
Mr. Kappel provided copies of information distributed at last week's West Suburban TIA meeting.  There are 
potentially 34 local intersections that would need improvement if Alternative M3 of the Zoo Interchange 
project is chosen.  That option requires the most local street improvements, but it does reduce congestion the 
most and offers the best level of service overall.   
 
Mr. Kappel emphasized that local road improvements are under the jurisdiction of local elected officials.  If 
those officials disagree with recommendations, they are not forced to make the improvements.  Responsibility 
for mitigation costs would be subject to negotiations, and Mr. Kappel indicated that he will involve the 
committee in that process to the extent possible.   
 
At a meeting of the Zoo Interchange Technical Advisory Committee last week, Mr. Kappel said, he confirmed 
Ald. Stepaniak's assumptions about limited access to the Regional Medical Center for westbound I-94 drivers.   
Although DOT diagrams show westbound drivers exiting on Glenview Avenue, it is likely that drivers would 
take Hwy. 45 to Watertown Plank Road.  Given anticipated increases in square footage and employee numbers 
at the Regional Medical Center, Ald. Stepaniak was concerned about sending all that traffic through the 
Watertown Plank intersection or a new interchange that is not viably connected to the traffic pattern within the 
medical center.  It would be helpful to know what the medical center wants, he said.  The committee concurred 
with inviting William Hatcher of Milwaukee County and a DOT representative to a future meeting. 
 
Ald. McBride noted anticipated growth at the Research Park and elsewhere on the county grounds, including 
the UW-M piece, and asked about new streets within those areas.  Mr. Kappel said that we consider anything 
within the county grounds to be a county local road.  We would get involved at the point that it connects with 
our local roads.  Mr. Kesner added that there are some scenarios where the City would have control or 
jurisdiction, such as under a planned development or if land is subdivided.   He indicated that the UW-M 
transaction should proceed in December and early 2009 with some detailed plans expected sometime in 2009. 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that, along with a diamond interchange at North Avenue, the DOT is also still considering 
the current configuration with a loop to bring off a lane heading eastbound. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 
 
    
    Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk     
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