
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, November 11, 2008 

 
PRESENT:  Alds. Jay, Maher (7:10 p.m.), McBride, Meaux, Stepaniak       - 5 
 
ALSO    
PRESENT: W.  Kappel, Dir. of Public Works; A. Kesner, City Atty.; J. Archambo, City Admin. 
 
 
Ald. Meaux as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   -4 
 
Ordinance – Two-Hour Parking on South Side of 6500 Block of W. North Avenue 
 
The committee reviewed a proposed ordinance amending Section 11.32.080 of the Code by adding two-hour 
parking on the south side of the 6500 block of W. North Avenue.  Mr. Kappel reported at the previous meeting 
on completion of a 90-day trial, during which there were no complaints. 
 
  Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Stepaniak to recommend 
  adoption.     Ayes:  4   
 
Ordinance – Parking in Blanchard Street Municipal Lot 
 
The committee reviewed a proposed ordinance amending Section 11.34.060 of the Code regarding parking in 
the Blanchard Street municipal parking lot.  At the previous meeting, Mr. Kappel reported that six parking 
spaces in the upper tier of the lot were posted for three-hour parking and six all-day spaces in the middle tier 
were posted for all-day parking.  There were no complaints during a 90-day trial. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Stepaniak, seconded by Ald. McBride to recommend 
  adoption.     Ayes:  4 
 
Ordinance – Parking in 72nd Street Municipal Lot, N. 71st and N. 72nd Streets 
 
The committee reviewed a proposed ordinance amending Sections 11.34.070 and 11.32.080 of the Code 
regarding parking in the 72nd Street municipal parking lot and parking on N. 71st and N. 72nd Streets.  Mr. 
Kappel reported that during a 90-day trial restrictions were removed on the east and west sides of 71st and 
72nd Streets immediately north and south of North Avenue.  Some all-day parking was added to the 72nd 
street municipal lot, bringing the total of all-day spaces to 14. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Stepaniak, seconded by Ald. McBride to recommend 
  adoption.     Ayes:  4 
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Ordinance – Parking in 69th Street Municipal Lot 
 
The committee reviewed a proposed ordinance amending Section 11.34.075 of the Code deleting two sections 
of parking in the 69th Street municipal parking lot.  Mr. Kappel said that all restrictions have been removed to 
allow for all-day parking in the entire lot.  There were no complaints during the trial period. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Stepaniak, seconded by Ald. McBride to recommend 
  adoption.     Ayes:  4 
 
Update on Zoo Interchange Project and West Suburban Traffic Impact Analysis 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that modernization options for the Hwy. 45 portion of the Zoo Interchange project have 
been reduced to two, M1 and M3, along with the replace-in-kind option.  He pointed out that on two of the 
sub-alternatives, 92nd Street is shown as going through from Watertown Plank Road to connect with Swan 
Boulevard.  Although that possibility had been mentioned previously, it had not appeared on any plans.  Issues 
to consider include the impact of increased traffic on Swan Boulevard and under whose jurisdiction the 
roadway would fall.   
 
In further discussion of the 92nd Street connection, Mr. Kappel explained that at this point it is just lines on a 
map; there hasn't been any serious engineering.  Ald. Jay was concerned about proximity to the newly 
constructed detention ponds.  Ald. McBride felt that a 92nd Street connection would not be acceptable to 
residents, especially since it would bisect an area that has been the subject of past preservation efforts.  
Widening of Swan north of Menomonee River Parkway would also be an issue.  Ald. Maher said that from a 
traffic logistics perspective, it would seem better to divert traffic in alternative directions. 
 
Ald. Maher indicated that he would like more information on plans for noise barriers.  He consistently hears 
from residents about that issue along Hwy. 45 between Hampton Avenue and Capitol Drive.  Mr. Kappel said 
that it does not seem that buildout at the outset of the program would require noise barriers.  The 
environmental impact statement is due in spring.   
 
Ald. Stepaniak said that he would like to hear more about the 92nd Street proposal so that it can get a full 
discussion in this kind of forum:  how does it fit with the existing detention ponds and conservancy zone; what 
kind of treatment is suggested at the intersections with Swan and with North Avenue; what about the railroad 
bridge, what are the traffic projections.   
 
Asked about the North Avenue ramps, Mr. Kappel said that there are two alternatives, a full diamond 
interchange or something similar to what exists now with a large loop and no exit for northbound-to-eastbound 
traffic.  Ald. Stepaniak commented on potential 50-year growth and said he would not favor the latter option.  
Mr. Kappel explained that the amount of potential left turns at North Avenue and Mayfair Road was a concern 
if a diamond interchange is used since the intersection is already at capacity with two left-turn lanes.  He will 
report the committee's comments on this issue as well as others. 
 
Ald. Stepaniak noted that the only access to the Regional Medical Center for eastbound and westbound traffic 
from I-94 seems to be at Watertown Plank Road, which is a concern.  The estimate for growth there over just 
the next 5-10 years is another 3 million square feet, which represents a lot of traffic.  Mr. Kappel said that both 
M1 and M3 show an access point midpoint in the Regional Medical Center, either with a bridge connection 
over Hwy. 45 or a lane coming off with direct access.  Ald. Stepaniak suggested hearing from Regional 
Medical Center representatives on the issue of access. 
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Ald. McBride supported the need for more information on various aspects of the plan.  He commented that the 
need to use Watertown Plank Road to get back and forth from the Regional Medical Center to the Research 
Park contributes to the heavy volume there.  Some type of connection would be helpful. 
 
Ald. Jay asked if the M3 sub-alternative would require removal of any county buildings.  Mr. Kappel said that 
it would involve the facilities building and greenhouses.  The idea of that alternative was to line up Innovation 
Drive with a branch off of Swan Boulevard.   
 
Asked about the Meinecke Avenue and Center Street bridges over Hwy. 45, Mr. Kappel said that the 
Meinecke Avenue bridge is still being investigated.  The need for a second means of entering and exiting the 
neighborhood to the east is understood.  The Center Street bridge and all other structures shown in brown on 
the map will be rebuilt, mostly due to widening of the highway.  Ald. Jay was concerned about major school 
access issues during Center Street bridge closure and felt that work should be done in summer. 
 
The Chair asked if there has been any discussion of the need for additional ways in and out of the Research 
Park.  Mr. Kappel said that Option M3 does accomplish that through a perimeter frontage road connecting 
with Innovation Drive and coming out onto Wisconsin Avenue.  M1 is similar, but the road would come north 
and south of the proposed bridge across the freeway.  There are alternatives in both options for Regional 
Medical Center access.   
 
Mr. Kappel explained that the Zoo Interchange team is in constant communication with the West Suburban 
TIA team.  The next step will be a meeting on November 20 where the West Suburban TIA people explain the 
impacts of the Zoo Interchange modernization options on some of their recommendations.  Also on November 
20, there will be a technical advisory committee meeting.  Mr. Kappel will continue to update this committee. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 
 
    
    Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk     
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