
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, September 9, 2008 

 
PRESENT:  Alds. Jay, Maher, McBride, Meaux, Stepaniak      -5 
 
ALSO    
PRESENT: W. Kappel, Dir. of Public Works; J. Archambo, City Admin.; Ald. Nikcevich 
 
Ald. Meaux as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   
 
Request for Stop Sign – Northbound N. 70th Street at Maple Terrace 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that the question of stop signs at N. 70th Street and Maple Terrace has not 
previously been looked at from the standpoint of a three-way stop.  There is an existing stop sign for east-
west Maple Terrace traffic.  A stop sign for southbound 70th Street would require vehicles to stop on a 
hill, which would be especially problematic when there is snow and ice on the roadway.  The northbound 
lanes are more level and do not present the same problems.  There is an elementary school on this block 
to the east, which ordinarily would mandate a four-way stop, but the City is can make exceptions to that 
requirement based on conditions.  Mr. Kappel recommended a 90-day trial of a stop sign for northbound 
traffic. 
 
Bernard Grimm, 7325 Blanchard Street, commented that other schools do have a stop sign on every 
corner.  He felt that the lack of stop signs on 70th Street is unsafe and should be corrected. 
 
Ald. McBride, who made this request, said that this intersection is very near his home and very familiar to 
him.   Because of the steep hill, he would recommend against a four-way stop.  The proposed three-way 
stop is the next best solution.  The speed-monitoring board is also being placed here to help address 
excessive northbound speeds. 
 
  Moved by Ald. McBride, seconded by Ald. Maher to approve a 90-day 
  trial of a stop sign for northbound N. 70th Street traffic at Maple Terrace.   
  Ayes:  5 
   
Modification of 90-Day Trial – Parking on N. 69th Street South of W. North Avenue 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that a 90-day trial instituted at the end of July removed parking restrictions on N. 
69th Street for a distance of 150 feet both north and south of W. North Avenue.  Ald. Donegan has 
requested reinstatement of the two-hour restrictions south of North Avenue based on complaints from 
local businesses.   
 
Joe Moser, 2276 N. 69th Street, owner of North Star Music at the southeast corner of 69th and North 
since 1992 and a full-time resident in the building since 2004 requested reinstatement of the two-hour 
restrictions or an end to enforcement of parking limitations in the public parking lot across North Avenue. 
Employees who have been using up all the on-street parking spaces day and night should park farther 

CITY OF WAUWATOSA 
7725 WEST NORTH AVENUE 

WAUWATOSA, WI  53213 
Telephone:  (414) 479-8917 

Fax:  (414) 479-8989 
http://www.wauwatosa.net



 
Traffic & Safety 
7/29/08 

 

2

away from businesses to free up parking for customers who want to make quick stops to drop-off and 
pick-up of music students or coffee or who are on their way to work.  The lot has been empty almost 
every day since enforcement began.    Two-hour parking should be reinstated south of North Avenue until 
a better idea comes along. 
 
Alex Brkich, 2408 N. 70th Street, of Cranky Al's, 6901 W. North Avenue, said that for many years the 
public lot has served the needs of business owners on this block.  It would be helpful to have a defined 
area in that lot for all-day parking.  It is rarely full except on a busy movie night.  Moving all-day parking 
there rather than using on-street spaces all day would allow for more convenient customer parking and 
would serve as a short-term solution until something more comprehensive can be done. 
 
Ald. Nikcevich, speaking on behalf of Ald. Donegan, said he would like to see two-hour parking restored 
on 69th Street south of North Avenue.  He believes a decision also needs to be made for the parking lot, 
since there is a two-hour limitation there as well, and consideration should be given to two-hour parking 
along North Avenue.  Ald. Donegan also has observed that the parking lot has been empty.   
 
Michael Feker, 2334 Met-to-Wee Lane, owner of Il Mito, 6913 W. North Avenue, said that the 
restrictions were removed for the employees of businesses in the area.  By replacing the restrictions 
without looking at the big picture, there will be a problem again.  Removing restrictions in the parking lot 
entirely and restoring the restrictions on 69th Street south of North Avenue may be a solution.  Not all 
businesses were looked at when the entire North Avenue corridor was changed from two-hour to one-
hour parking.  People don't know where to park if they need to stay more than an hour.   
 
Ald. Nikcevich said that she was here with another group of four businesses when the trial was approved.  
Those people were being ticketed for all-day parking in the public lot where the posted restrictions had 
not been enforced for a long time.  She would like to find a middle ground to support all the businesses 
and their customers and employees.  If employees start parking in the neighborhood, that issue will soon 
be before the committee.  Several of the businesses need long-term parking as well as customer spaces. 
 
Ald. Stepaniak suggested this may be an issue of thinking more broadly about both sides of 69th Street as 
well as use of the parking lot and revisiting the one-hour restrictions on North Avenue.   He would like 
more input from other property owners or business owners. 
 
Ald. Maher noted consistent mention of a comprehensive rather than piecemeal approach and advocated 
moving on this particular item but at some point in the very near future looking comprehensively at the 
whole corridor, including the municipal parking lot.  He then asked about parking fees or permits in 
municipal lots.   
 
Mr. Kappel explained that there is a fee for all-day parking on the first level of the Blanchard Street lot 
and for all-night parking on Hart Park Lane.  Different fee schedules were established by the Board of 
Public Works many years ago.  In some areas fees are being charged, and there is all-day parking with no 
charge in others.  Staff will be forwarding a recommendation for a North Avenue corridor study with a 
portion dedicated to a parking solution under CDBG funding for next year.  In the interim, some of the 
spaces in the 69th Street lot should be set aside for all-day parking, although input should be sought from 
other businesses to be sure there is no negative impact.  The only issue tonight is reinstatement of the 
two-hour restrictions on 69th Street south of North Avenue, which accommodates about five vehicles.  
When the 90-day trial expires at the end of October, Mr. Kappel will provide a list of the various 
municipal lots and their usage in terms of monthly permits. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Maher, seconded by Ald. Stepaniak to modify the 
  existing 90-day trial by reinstating two-hour parking on N. 69th 
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  Street immediately south of W. North Avenue.     Ayes:  5 
 
Ald. Stepaniak said that this committee seems to concur that we should look at the other issues and ask 
Mr. Kappel to work with the alderpersons of the two districts along North Avenue to get input from a 
variety of businesses and possibly from surrounding residents. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
    
    Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk     
es    Wauwatosa, Wisconsin  


