
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, April 10, 2007 

 
 
PRESENT:  Alds. Donegan, Grimm, Herzog, Minear           -4 
 
EXCUSED: Ald. Treis 
 
ALSO  
PRESENT: W. Wehrley, City Engineer; Ald. Birschel 
 
Ald. Grimm as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.    
 
Parking Restrictions on East side of N. 108th Place North of W. Blue Mound Road 
 
The committee reviewed a proposed ordinance amending Section 11.32.080 to modify parking restrictions on a portion 
of the east side of N. 108th Place north of W. Blue Mound Road.  The restrictions were installed on a 90-day trial 
basis in connection with a loading zone.   
 
  Moved by Ald. Minear, seconded by Ald. Herzog to recommend to Council 
  adoption of the ordinance.     Ayes:  4 
 
Request for Stop Signs at N. 118th Street and Elmhurst Parkway 
 
Held from the previous meeting for additional information was a request by Ald. Birschel for stop signs for east and 
westbound traffic on Elmhurst Parkway.  Mr. Wehrley noted that a map showing existing stop sign locations in the 
area was provided to the committee.  Also, the Parks and Forestry Superintendent viewed the intersection and did not 
consider the evergreen on the northwest corner to be a sight obstruction for oncoming traffic. 
 
Ald. Birschel displayed a color-coded version of the stop sign map, pointing out that there are stop signs for cross 
traffic on 118th Street only at Gilbert Avenue and at Cherry Street, causing drivers to gravitate to 118th Street.   The 
shrub at the northwest corner of 118th and Elmhurst is fairly large, he felt, and doesn’t give drivers much of a chance 
to observe traffic coming from the north.  He referred to the reports on the four accidents in the past three years and 
said that most involved eastbound vehicles.  The neighbors here feel strongly about having some sort of control.  In 
the last accident, a car ended up on the front lawn.   
 
  Moved by Ald. Herzog, seconded by Ald. Minear to recommend to 

Council the placement of stop signs on a permanent rather than a 
trial basis – 
 

Mr. Wehrley concurred that, due to driver expectations, it is very difficult to safely remove a stop sign once it is 
installed.   
 

CITY OF WAUWATOSA 
7725 WEST NORTH AVENUE 

WAUWATOSA, WI  53213 
Telephone:  (414) 479-8917 

Fax:  (414) 479-8989 
www.wauwatosa.net 



 
Traffic & Safety 
4/10/07 

 

2 

The Chair said he visited the intersection and feels that the bush on the northwest corner presents an obstruction, 
giving drivers the false impression that they can see other approaching vehicles. 
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  3;  Noes:  1 (Donegan) 
  
SEWRPC Regional Transportation Plan for Southeastern Wisconsin:  2035 
 
Mr. Wehrley reported that Mr. Kappel, the Director of Public  works, was a member of the committee that helped 
prepare the SEWRPC (Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission) plan and recommends approval of 
the document.  As a planning document, it does not bind the city to any of its contents.  Major recommendations 
affecting Wauwatosa include widening of Watertown Plank Road between N. 87th and N. 92nd Streets and 
expansion of the I-94 and STH 45 corridors. 
 
Asked if light rail is discussed, Mr. Wehrley indicated that there is mention of rapid bus routes and some potential 
commuter rail that would require corridor studies to determine feasibility.  He reconfirmed the document’s status as a 
planning document and guide for regional and community development that can be revised and does not commit any 
city funding. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Donegan, seconded by Ald. Minear to recommend to 
  Council adoption of the SEWRPC plan.    Ayes:  4 
 
   
The meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 
 
     
     Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk     
    Wauwatosa, Wisconsin  
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