
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

 
 
PRESENT:  Alds. Donegan, Grimm, Herzog, Minear, Treis           -5 
 
ALSO  
PRESENT: W. Kappel, Dir. of Public Works; Capt. D. Weiss, Police Dept.; Ald. Birschel 
 
Ald. Grimm as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.    
 
Completion of 90-Day Trial – Loading Zone at 10842 W. Blue Mound Road 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that the subject loading zone on the 108th Place side of Mo’s Irish Pub has been in place for 90 
days and seems to be working well.  It allows for deliveries during the day and is used for valet parking in the evening 
and on weekends.  Valet parking uses the lot to the north.  Mo’s has paid installation costs and the loading zone fee. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Treis, seconded by Ald. Donegan to recommend to Council 
  adoption of resolution.     Ayes:  5 
 
Request for Stop Signs at N. 118th Street and Elmhurst Parkway 
 
The committee reviewed a memo from the Director of Public Works forwarding a request by Ald. Birschel for stop 
signs at N. 118th Street and Elmhurst Parkway.  Mr. Kappel reminded the committee of criteria in the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices that is to be considered, along with engineering judgment, for two-way stops:   
 

• At an intersection of a less important road with a main road where application of the normal right-of-way rule 
would not be expected to provide a reasonable compliance with the law; 

• A street entering a through highway or street; 
• An unsignalized intersection in a signalized area; and/or 
• High speeds, restricted view or crash records indicate a need for control by the stop sign 

 
Mr. Kappel said that, in the opinion of the department, this intersection does not measure up for stop signs. 
 
Ald. Birschel said that 118th Street has a stop sign at Gilbert Avenue, and the next stop is about a quarter of a mile 
south, which is the next intersection from Elmhurst.  Elmhurst has stop signs at 120th and controlled intersections at 
119th and 117th.  He reported that drivers often blow right through on Elmhurst, expecting traffic on 118th Street to 
stop.  There have been four accidents there in the past three years.   
 
Ald. Minear said that he visited the area and found that there is something of a crest when traveling eastbound on 
Elmhurst.  Drivers come up to it fairly fast and are used to controlled intersections at 117th and 119th Street.  He 
would support a 90-day trial. 
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Ald. Herzog indicated that it would be helpful to have a stop sign map of the area and information about sight lines.   
Mr. Kappel reported that 118th Street goes all the way from Gilbert Avenue to Cherry Street without a stop sign.  It 
is the only street intersections that crosses Walnut Road without a stop sign.  There is a large planting at the 
northwest corner of 118th and Elmhurst, but he felt that it would not interfere with a prudent driver’s vision.  The 
safest intersections are actually those without stop signs because traffic has to slow down to check for cars from 
other directions. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Herzog, seconded by Ald. Donegan to hold this matter for 
  two weeks for further information on visibility and a map of stop sign 
  locations.     Ayes:  5  
  
Temporary Parking Restrictions on N. 99th Street north of W. Blue Mound Road 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that Grede Foundries is undertaking a major computer overall over the next year at their 
corporate headquarters at 9898 W. Blue Mound Road and has requested additional on-street parking on a temporary 
basis for a period of one year starting in April.  They expect to have 10 additional full-time computer service 
employees working there during that time.  Grede would notify the city as soon as they no longer need the spaces. 
 
Mr. Kappel recommended that a 290 ft. zone on the east side of 99th Street with various regulations, including a 
loading zone, remain as it is.  This area can accommodate about seven vehicles.  On the west side of the street, he 
recommended removing a no parking zone between the Heart Hospital emergency driveways, or from 165 feet north 
of W. Blue Mound Road to a point 140 feet north thereof.  This would create 140 feet of open parking that should 
accommodate six or seven vehicles.   The Fire Department believes there would not be any conflicts with allowing 
parking on both sides of 99th Street on a temporary basis.   
 
  Moved by Ald. Donegan, seconded by Ald. Herzog to recommend approval 
  of the requested changes on a temporary basis for a period of one year.  Ayes:  5 
 
Parking Restrictions on Lefeber Avenue South of W. North Avenue  
 
Mr. Kappel reported that the owners of businesses on the southeast and southwest corners of W. North and Lefeber 
Avenues have requested removal of two-hour parking restrictions along the Lefeber Avenue side of their properties.  
This is an area of about 155 feet south from North Avenue. 
 
Paul Cannariato, owner of Col. Pops Popcorn, 7227 W. North Avenue, said that no off-street parking is available near 
his business.  He runs a solo operation that is very busy at times and finds it difficult to run out and move or check on 
his vehicle when parked in the two-hour zone.   
 
Ald. Donegan said that this area is near his house and he has spoken with Mr. Cannariato and watched the parking 
situation since then.  These are great neighborhood businesses, and he is convinced that the proposed change would 
not damage other North Avenue businesses. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Donegan, seconded by Ald. Herzog to approve a 90-day 
  trial of the removal of two-hour parking restric tions as requested.   Ayes:  5 
 
Request for No Trucking on N. 68th Street 
 
Held from previous meetings was a request for no trucking on N. 68th Street from W. State Street to W. Blue Mound 
Road.  Mr.Kappel reported that he to the committee copies of the state law on trucking restrictions, which is what the 
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City of Milwaukee uses and is also part of Wauwatosa’s no heavy trucking ordinance language.  He also provided 
copies of a letter from Michael Zeimet, General Manager of Eckert Door Company, Inc., 6510 W. State Street, 
informing the city that their truck drivers have been instructed not to use 68th Street.  They have also asked their 
vendors to avoid that route for deliveries.  Mr. Kappel also provided a letter from Christopher Bolin, 512 N. 68th 
Street, suggesting various measures to address truck traffic.   
Mr. Kappel reminded the committee that N. 68th Street is part of the transportation system and is classified by the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation as a minor arterial.  Other minor urban arterials are Wisconsin Avenue, 
Watertown Plank Road, Highway 100, and North Avenue west of the freeway.  That state designation should be a 
consideration when debating whether trucking should be allowed on a particular street.   
 
Vaso Sasic, 612 N. 68th Street, read portions of Ch. 349.17 of the State Statutes and argued that signs restricting 
trucking greater than 3 tons should be placed on 68th Street, as Milwaukee has on 68th Street north of the freeway.  
Also according to the State Statutes, the only heavy trucks that could then use the street would be those serving 
Applebee’s and Sentry, which are the only State Street businesses with driveways directly off of 68th Street.  To 
support that, he cited a note in the statutes that authorizes cities and villages to prohibit heavy traffic from using any 
street not designated as heavy traffic route unless such street is being used to obtain orders or deliver supplies or 
commodities to or from a place of business or residence with an entrance on such street.   
 
Mr. Kappel explained that city ordinance language supersedes the statutes as a local rule issue.  The city does have 
the authority to make a change, but he is suggesting that would not be a wise decision in the department’s view in 
their role as those responsible for the transportation network.  The street would have to be designated as a no trucking 
route and ordinance language changed as well so that it would agree with the state statute language concerning 
businesses with direct access off of the street.   In response to a further comment by Mr. Sasic that the state does 
not say that Wauwatosa can change the rules, Mr. Kappel suggested consulting the City Attorney for clarification but 
explained that the city does have the option to enact ordinance language that includes access to businesses on 
adjacent streets. 
 
Maureen Lloyd, 627 N. 68th Street, noted that 68th Street residents agree that there are problems associated with 
trucking such as congestion, damage to their homes, and damage to the road.  She contacted the three grocery stores 
on State Street and found that Sentry sends their trucks down 35th Street, Outpost uses Hawley Road, and Pick ‘N 
Save uses Hwy. 41 to State Street.  The lack of a no trucking sign is a conundrum, she stated. 
 
Jill Mickey, 558 N. 68th Street, recounted following a truck that obviously was lost and ended up around Lincoln 
School. Unless we say trucks must use only State Street, 68th Street will be the only street with trucks going all the 
way through.  Mel Mickey, 558 N. 68th Street, said that the street had no trucking in the past that worked very well.  
He anticipated that voluntary efforts of businesses will help but a no trucking sign would keep errant truck traffic off 
the street.  Pam Kramer, owner of the commercial building at 805 N. 68th, spoke of the tremendous amount of traffic 
and noted that businesses on State Street are willing to divert their trucks if a no trucking sign is in place.  Chris Bolin, 
512 N. 68th Street, said he looks forward to feedback on the letter he wrote; he believes there are solutions. 
 
Asked by Ald. Donegan for further comment on his position, Mr. Kappel referred to the limited number of roads in 
the area that are available to State Street businesses—basically, Glenview Avenue, which is already overburdened, 
68th Street, and Hawley Road.  Ald. Donegan said that he would characterize 68th Street as a residential street.  The 
purpose of allowing trucking seems to be for deliveries to a few businesses on State Street.  He indicated that he 
would favor changing ordinance language to allow trucking only to businesses with driveways directly off of 68th 
Street in order to protect the residents on 68th Street.  Mr. Kappel commented that putting more limitations on the 
transportation network could lead to more future problems. 
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Mr. Kappel responded to further questions from Ald. Herzog.  Using a marked map, he explained the state 
classifications of roads in the city.  North Avenue has the highest classification as a principal arterial along with 
Wauwatosa Avenue and Blue Mound Road.  The minor arterial urban streets are those we would think of as main 
streets.  The designations relate to volumes of traffic.  Mr. Kappel confirmed that he believes volumes on other routes 
would increase with a decrease of traffic on 68th Street.  To some degree, the committee would be setting a 
precedent in terms of similar requests from residents on those streets.  Asked about assessments to homeowners for 
street reconstruction, he said that they are assessed for a portion of the cost whenever there is a major overlay and/or 
repair, regardless of whether it is a state or city project.  Asked what has changed over the years to make this 
situation more of a nuisance than 10 years ago, Mr. Kappel cited the increase in overall traffic volumes throughout the 
city as well as a tendency for increased speeds and the fact that the State Street business district has evolved during 
that time and generates more traffic. 
 
There was further discussion of current ordinance and state statute language regarding truck deliveries.  Mr. Kappel 
said that a heavy truck would have to follow a route not posted with restrictions, which could lead to illegal use of 
other nearby streets by drivers not familiar with the area.  70th Street, which is posted, is much more residential in 
width and control of traffic.  68th Street became a minor urban arterial because it travels all the way through the city, 
although its width is somewhat narrower north of Milwaukee Avenue and/or North Avenue.   
 
Ald. Donegan felt there is as important a rationale for protecting residents of 68th Street as there is for 70th Street 
residents.  State Street and Hawley Road are different types of streets; for the most part, they are not residential.  It 
would be consistent and appropriate to post signs on 68th Street.   
 
The Chair asked about state payments toward upkeep of the road.  Mr. Kappel said that, in general, the state makes a 
lump sum payment based on the number of streets.  Enacting no trucking here would not affect that payment. 
 
Mr. Sasic made additional comments in favor of changing the ordinance and posting no trucking signs.  There were no 
problems when such restrictions were in place years ago, he said, and it would be beneficial to all today. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Donegan to post signs prohibiting trucking over 3 tons  

on N. 68th Street between W. Blue Mound Road and W. State Street --   
(Motion fails for lack of second) 
 
Moved by Ald. Herzog, seconded by Ald. Treis to recommend to Council 
that this matter be placed on file.  Ayes:  4;  Noes:  1 (Grimm) 

   
The meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 
 
     
     Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk     
    Wauwatosa, Wisconsin  
es 


