
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, January 9, 2007 

 
 
PRESENT:  Alds. Grimm, Herzog, Treis         -3 
 
EXCUSED: Ald. Donegan 
 
ALSO PRESENT: W. Kappel, Dir. of Public Works 
 
Ald. Grimm as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
90-Day Trial of No Parking on N. 113th Street North of Watertown Plank Road 
 
Mr. Kappel reported on a 90-day trial of a 15-foot no parking zone to the south of Bostik Findley’s northern 
driveway on N. 113th Street north of Watertown Plank Road.  The no parking zone has enabled semi trucks to 
make the turn from the driveway onto 113th Street without any problems.  There have been no complaints 
about the restrictions during the trial period.   
 
  Moved by Ald. Treis, seconded by Ald. Herzog to recommend to Council 
  introduction of an ordinance to establish the no parking zone.     Ayes:  3 
 
Jurisdictional Transfer Agreements for Traffic Signals on Watertown Plank Road 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that the Milwaukee Regional Medical Center (MRMC) has petitioned the city to take on 
the task of maintaining the traffic signals on Watertown Plank Road at N. 87th Street and N. 92nd Street.  
MRMC is willing to pay for the associated operating costs.  He estimated annual operating costs at about 
$1,200-$1,500, which includes service by TAPCO once a year and power costs of about $500 per intersection.   
Two agreements would be required—one with Milwaukee County to take on the maintenance of the signals 
once they are upgraded to our standards, and the other with MRMC for ongoing operating costs and any future 
upgrades and traffic studies.   
 
A proposed agreement provided by Milwaukee County also includes signals at N. 92nd Street and W. Connell 
Avenue, which is within the MRMC grounds.  Mr. Kappel believes the city should only assume responsibility 
for those signals immediately on our roadways, but he would be willing to consider interconnection with the 
Connell Avenue signals for timing purposes.  He noted that the Watertown Plank Road signals will be a critical 
element when working with the state on resolving traffic problems in the future.   
 
  Moved by Ald. Treis, seconded by Ald. Herzog to recommend to Council 
  authorizing staff to negotiate the necessary agreements with Milwaukee 
  County and the Milwaukee Regional Medical Center for jurisdictional 
  transfer and ongoing maintenance of the traffic signals on Watertown 
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  Plank Road at N. 87th and N. 92nd Streets with interconnection to the 
  signals at N. 92nd Street and W. Connell Avenue – 
 
The signals would be converted to LED-style prior to the transfer, decreasing anticipated energy costs.  Details 
regarding power supply will be worked out in the agreement.  Removing signage from the signal standards is in 
progress, and the controllers were upgraded last week.  MRMC has commissioned a traffic study on the 87th 
Street signal in connection with the new parking structure at that entrance.  MRMC would  
be billed for costs incurred by the city.  No additional manpower is needed, and there should be no or very little 
overall cost to the city.  Mr. Kappel will check on any need for ordinance or enforcement changes.  The Chair 
added that he would like to see activation and pre-emption devices included in the agreement, which Mr. 
Kappel indicated would be incorporated. 
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  3 
 
Update on Jefferson School Area Traffic Issues 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that at the beginning of the school year, the crossing guard on Wisconsin Avenue at 
Honey Creek parkway was provided with an LED-lighted stop sign paddle, which has been operating very 
successfully.  The school crossing sign was moved slightly to the east to alert motorists of the crossing before 
cresting the hill, and the sign was changed to a solar-powered LED blinking style that coordinates with school 
crossing times.  A solar-powered radar speed device designed to give drivers immediate feedback on their 
speeds has not been operating as successfully, however.  The device was up and running, but it has not been 
possible to download any collected data.  Staff has been working with the vendor to resolve this problem.  Mr. 
Kappel will notify Council members through their weekly memo when the device is completely operational.  He 
anticipated considering it for other locations in the future. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
     
      Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk   
     Wauwatosa, Wisconsin  
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