
   
 
 
 

 
BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, July 12, 2005 
Committee Room #2 

 
PRESENT: Alds. Bruderle-Baran, Casey, Grimm, Maher, Purins, Stepaniak – 6 
 
EXCUSED: Alds. Herzog, Jenkins 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   T. Wontorek, City Admin.; A. Kesner, City Atty.; W. Kappel, Pub. Works Dir.  
 
Ald. Bruderle-Baran as Chair called the meeting to order at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Public works department report on budget status as of May 30, 2005 
 
Mr. Kappel said he divided each of the budgets that comprise the public works budget in a way similar to the 
way they are reviewed during the yearly budget process. There is 59% of the year remaining and he didn’t see 
any major problems on the horizon. They may need some small transfers to make it through the year. He said 
that revenues are on target and seem to be in a typical pattern.  
 
Ald. Stepaniak noted that the salary line items in almost all the budgets seem to have more flexibility than there 
is time in the year. Mr. Kappel said that in the solid waste management budget there will be a lot of money 
because they planned on having 5 seasonal staff for six months at $10 per hour. The seasonal help have worked 
in other areas instead of solid waste management so the overage in that account will have to be transferred. 
There is a gap in public works operations of approximately $8,000 for unemployment compensation and they 
will be making an adjustment mid-year to cover that. He said the storm water and leaf collection accounts are 
under spent because a large portion of the cost hits later in the fall and winter. He added that storm water and 
leaf collection are the two most likely budgets to be affected by weather patterns; however, he didn’t see 
anything unusual happening in the future.  
 
Ald. Stepaniak noted that the total budget numbers inc lude line items that are material related. Mr. Kappel said 
there are monies that are encumbered with the percentage remaining. Ald. Stepaniak asked about the inclusion 
of materials such as light bulbs and other supplies. Mr. Kappel said that large contractual amounts are 
encumbered and the smaller items are not. 
 
Ald. Grimm asked about the status of street sweeping. Mr. Kappel said they have only had one bill this year and 
they have money for one street sweeper in the equipment account. 
 
Ald. Maher asked if material increases are reflected given the spike in oil prices. Mr. Kappel said they will be 
taking a hard look at that in 2006. They are also looking at equipment in the forestry department.  
 
Ald. Maher asked if there was anything that the committee will need to be aware of or concerned in 2006. Mr. 
Kappel said they are looking at putting a little more equipment money in the budget and will provide the details 
during the budget review process. He will also provide an historical view of how equipment is purchased. They 
are trying some things internally to decrease costs in light of a rate increase by WE Energies. They also have 
examples of other institutions and how they are cutting costs. Equipment costs seem to be on an upswing as 
well. Mr. Kappel said they will start next week on the budget for 2006 with a report at the end of the year. Mr. 
Wontorek said he advised staff to try to include any budget changes the Council should be aware of in their 
monthly reports. Mr. Kappel said they would be doing mid-year adjustments with predicted costs and budget 
projections.  
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A discussion continued regarding whether quarterly or mid-year budget updates would be more helpful and 
what information would give the most accurate picture of the budgets being reviewed for the committee. 
 
   Moved by Ald. Stepaniak, seconded by Ald. Casey to accept the report 
   and place it on file – 6 
 
Claim of Angela Caston, 3344 Marina Road, South Milwaukee 
 
Mr. Kesner said the claimant alleges that in July, 2003 she injured herself by stepping off a broken curb in the 
intersection of Highway 100 and W. Burleigh Streets. She is claiming $46,000 in damages. He recommended 
denial of the claim because the roadway involved is a state highway and it is not maintained by the City of 
Wauwatosa.   
 

Moved by Ald. Casey, seconded by Ald. Maher to recommend denial 
of the claim – 6  

 
Vouchers  
 
NAME    AMOUNT   FOR 
 
D. Redman $481.00 Fire – 6/23-6/26/05 – Green Bay 
  Wisconsin State Fire Chief’s Conf. 
 
B. Aldana $255.50 Attorney – 6/22-6/24/05 – Delevan 
  2005 Municipal Attorney’s Institute 
 
A. Kesner $517.94 Attorney – 6/22-6/24/05 – Delevan 
  2005 Municipal Attorney’s Institute 
 
T. Engelken  $98.89 Police – 6/20-6/24/05 – Waukesha 
  Basic SWAT Course 
 
D. Semega $843.92 Police – 6/19-6/24/05 – Fox Valley 
  Community Crime Prevention Course   
 
T. Kastner $96.62 Police – 6/20-6/24/05 – Waukesha 
  Basic SWAT Course 
 
L. Nielsen $1,428.00 Health – 6/29/2005 – On-Line Course 
  Cert. in Core Public Health Concepts 
 
J. Schneider $367.65 Police – 4/29/05 – WCTC 
  Police Academy Training 
 

Moved by Ald. Casey, seconded by Ald. Maher that the vouchers  
be allowed and paid – 6  

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
      Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
      City of Wauwatosa 
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