
   
 
 

BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Committee Room #2 
 

PRESENT: Alds. Bruderle-Baran, Casey, Grimm, Herzog, Jenkins, Maher, McCarthy,  
Stepaniak – 8 

 
ALSO PRESENT:   T. Wontorek, City Admin.; R. Braier, Finance Dir.; Dr. N. Kreuser, Health Officer 
 
Ald. Bruderle-Baran as Chair called the meeting to order at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Wauwatosa Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) 2005 Work Plan and Budget 
 
Matthew Mikolajewski, Economic Development Coordinator, WEDC, 1430 Underwood Avenue, said he was 
pleased to report that the WEDC is financially stable at this time and has raised approximately $35,000 from 
private contributions. This was an especially noteworthy achievement since they were in transition last year and 
had no staff for the first quarter. They have several projects for 2005 including preparing a market study for the 
former Roundy’s/Kohl’s property, updating the website and working with the city on the economic development 
chapter of the Comprehensive City Plan.  
 
John Balzer, WEDC Board Chair, 7808 Geralayne Circle , said this was a transitional year and added that he 
anticipates some good things for WEDC’s future. 
 
Ron Ridley, WEDC Board Treasurer, 8520 Jackson Park Blvd., said the support that WEDC has received from 
the city is the key to its success. He asked for the city’s continuing support.  
 
Ald. Bruderle-Baran said that both she and Ald. Stepaniak are members of the WEDC board. It is a very active 
and vibrant board. She was happy to receive the 2005 Work Plan and Budget from Mr. Mikolajewski and the 
feedback from the WEDC Board chair and treasurer. She said that this is a solid work plan and budget. She 
reported that fundraising was wonderful this year because the business community saw the type of work the 
board was doing and that the WEDC budget has been pared down to the minimum. They are getting a lot of 
work done through the creation of task forces and they are growing in respect in the community. 
 
Ald. Stepaniak agreed saying that WEDC is alive and well and on the threshold of some very interesting times. 
 
   Moved by Ald. Stepaniak, seconded by Ald. Casey to accept the report 
   and place it on file --    
 
Ald. Casey said this is very good news. He encouraged the private sector to continue to be a strong voice of the 
business community through the WEDC. That voice will be needed in the midst of some strong development 
opportunities. 
 
Ald. Maher asked about the difference between the committee’s review of the work plans and budgets for the 
WEDC and the Village Business Improvement District (BID). Ald. Bruderle-Baran noted that major differences 
between the two are that the WEDC does not assess any businesses and the private sector contributes to its 
budget and activities. The WEDC can also use some of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
funds.  
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Ald. Maher requested more detail on the WEDC’s goals in the future. 
 
   Vote on the motion was Ayes:  8  
 
2005 Sanitary Sewer rates 
 
Mr. Braier said that in January the city usually takes a look at the local rate and rates the Milwaukee 
Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) needs to collect for the sanitary sewer. The rate increase for the local 
portion of sanitary sewer fees needs to increase by 4%. In response to a question from the committee regarding 
estimated penalties, Mr. Braier explained that those penalties are collected from consumers for non-payment; 
they are no penalties against the city. 
 
Ald. Maher asked if it was anticipated that there would be a reduction in consumption. Mr. Braier said that the 
anticipation is that consumption will stay the same. He added that consumption is based on the winter quarter 
for residential, for everyone else it is based on actual consumption. 
 
   Moved by Ald. Stepaniak, seconded by Ald. McCarthy to recommend 
   approval of the 2005 Sanitary Sewer Rates – 8  
 
Payment in lieu of taxes by the Wauwatosa School District 
 
Mr. Braier said the Wauwatosa School District is requesting that the pilot payment for the Fisher Building be 
reduced by half because Covenant Healthcare, the tenant that leased half the Fisher Building, has left and that 
space remains vacant at this time. He recommended that the request be granted. 
 
Ald. Stepaniak said he didn’t have a problem on principle, but he stressed that the expectation should be clear 
that if the Fisher Building is leased in the future and the school district has additional revenues, the city should 
be the recipient of a portion of those revenues. Ald. Bruderle-Baran noted that this request was getting extra 
consideration because it was made by the school district.  
 

Moved by Ald. Stepaniak, seconded by Ald. Casey to recommend 
honoring the request to reduce the pilot payment for the Wauwatosa  
School District without waiving any future claims – 8  

 
Continuation grants in the health department 
 
Dr. Kreuser said that many of the continuation grants have been ongoing for the last nine years. Some of the 
grants are three years old. The grants are for the expansion and support of public health programming in the 
community. Each grant addresses federal and state 2010 health objectives as well as homeland security planning 
preparedness and response. She recommended continuing the grants which total approximately $680,505.  
 

Moved by Ald. Jenkins, seconded by Ald. Grimm to recommend  
approval of continuation grants in the health department – 8 

 
Public Health Emergency Bioterrorism Consortium Workforce Development opportunities 
 
Dr. Kreuser said that last year, the consortium funded the training of over 225 public health personnel in a 
variety of courses linked to public health and bioterrorism core competencies. This grant provides a unique 
opportunity to seek specific education to enhance the existing workforce. The amount being requested for 2005 
is $150,000. All costs will be covered by the bioterrorism consortium grant. Training is a major component of 
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the 2005 grant objectives. As fiscal agent, she recommended utilizing selected funds for the education and 
training of the public health workforce. 
 

Moved by Ald. Casey, seconded by Ald. McCarthy to recommend 
approval to utilize selected funds for the education and training of  
the public health workforce - 8  
 

Emergency preparedness Bioterrorism Consortium training 
 
Dr. Kreuser said that in 2004, the consortium hired Emory University to teach an epidemiology course on site. 
Over 100 public health personnel were educated. Education and epidemiologic surveillance continues to be a 
major objective for the 2005 Centers for Disease Control (CDC) bioterrorism consortium grant. The consortium 
would like to offer another course for an additional 60+ public health workers during the first quarter of 2005, 
beginning in March. Emory University is viewed as an excellent resource, setting the standard for epidemiologic 
capacity. The estimated cost of the course is $49,363. The cost will be paid for by the consortium grant. She 
recommended contracting with Emory University as the sole source vendor due to their recognized high quality 
epidemiology course. 
 

Moved by Ald. Stepaniak, seconded by Ald. Maher to recommend 
approval of contracting with Emory University as the sole source 
provider for emergency preparedness Bioterrorism Consortium 
training – 8  

 
Bioterrorism Consortium continuation of communication technology service  
 
Dr. Kreuser said the implementation, maintenance and testing of the Milwaukee/Waukesha County 
Consortium's 24/7 public health risk communication system for routine and emergency use is an ongoing 
objective for the State of Wisconsin bioterrorism consortium grant. The vendor is T-Mobile. The 
communications device selected by the consortium was the Blackberry unit which is used heavily at the federal 
and military level. This unit allows for phone, conference, internet access and email access capability. She said 
the consortium also utilizes national pager technology through SBC which serves as a backup system to the 
Blackberry technology.   
 
Dr. Kreuser said the consortium currently pays for two SBC T-1 lines at a cost of $599 per month or $7,188 
annually. Selected CDC bioterrorism consortium grant funds were earmarked for creating a 24/7 
communications infrastructure. The T-Mobile Blackberry service bill is $4,241.88 per month or $50,903 
annually. Changing vendors would require purchasing 70 new Blackberry units at a cost of approximately $300 
each. This is not an option at this time. The SBC pager bill is $928.20 per month or $11,137.40 annually. They 
are re-evaluating the usage of this technology at the current time and will make a decision by March 2005. She 
recommended continued service through T-Mobile for the Blackberry communications equipment. She also 
recommended continuation of SBC services for the pager technology, and SBC T-1 lines.  
 

Moved by Ald. McCarthy, seconded by Ald. Grimm to recommend 
approval of continued service through T-Mobile for the Blackberry 
communications equipment and continuation of SBC service for pager 
technology and SBC T-1 line – 8 
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Vouchers  
 
NAME                                                   AMOUNT                        FOR  
 
D. Redman $45.00 Fire – 9/1-11/3/2004 various days – 
Milwaukee County  Milwaukee County Fire Chief’s meeting 
  
 
L. Nielsen $29.81 Health – 12/8/04 – Shorewood  
 WI Assoc. of Local Health Depts. and Boards 
 

Moved by Ald. Casey, seconded by Ald. Maher that the vouchers  
be allowed and paid – 8  

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
 
    
 
 
      Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
      City of Wauwatosa 
svh 


