CITY OF WAUWATOSA
7725 WEST NORTH AVENUE
WAUWATOSA, WI 53213
Telephone: (414) 479-8917
Fax: (414) 479-8989

TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, April 27, 2004

PRESENT: Alds. Becker, Herzog, Krol, Maher, McCarthy -5
ALSO PRESENT: W. Kappd, Public Works Director; Chief B. Weber, Police Dept.
Ald. Becker as Chair called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

Reguest for stop signs on Woodland Avenue between Underwood Avenue and N. 83rd Street

The committee reviewed arequest by Charles and Carole Zaffiro, 2040 Forest Street, for installation of
stop signs on Woodland Avenue between Underwood Avenue and N. 83rd Street. Mr. Kappel reported
on the accident history on Woodland Avenue from 2001 to date. There was one property damage
accident in 2001 at Forest Street and one at N. 83rd Street and no reported accidents in 2002. 1n 2003
there was one personal injury accident at Church Street and one non-reportable accident at Pleasant
Street. Thus far in 2004 there has been one property damage accident at Forest Street. This accident
history does not warrant installation of stop signs along Woodland Avenue based on the standards of the
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, Mr. Kappel said. He distributed copies of the officia stop
sign map for thisarea. There are no stop signs for Woodland Avenue traffic between Wauwatosa
Avenue and N. 83rd Street except for the four-way stop at Underwood Avenue and at Woodland's
terminus at 83rd Street. There are stop signs for cross traffic at N. 81st Street and at Church Street.

Ald. Casey spoke of the continuing problems with speed and disregard of regulations on residential streets.
He felt that the accident record is not excessive, although he observed that people often say there are
other accidents that are not reported. He suggested that other measures may be appropriate here, such as
the "Slow Down" signs the police department provided to neighborhoods last year, use of the speed
monitoring trailer, or targeted enforcement.

Charles Zaffiro, 2040 Forest Street, reported that traffic has increased in this area over the years, which
he especially notices since he bikes to work for half of the year. These six blocks are the longest stretch
in the subdivision with uncontrolled intersections, and it is hard to see the north-south streets even when
traveling at the speed limit. There are many children in this area who play on the sidewalks and street.
Carol Zaffiroadded that concerns came to a head when their daughter was in an accident on the street.
The cars came to a stop in afront yard two doors away from the impact, missing two trees and a light
pole. Thereis much concern about the 21 children who play on sidewalks on Forest Street. She has
observed that people don't even tap their brakes at the cross streets. She would like to see stop signs
placed on Woodland at Forest Street.

David Janssen, 8125 Woodland Avenue, said he requested a stop sign at 81st street when he first moved
to the area amost 10 years ago. Many cars use Woodland as a shortcut because of its lack of stop signs.



He commented that the accident three weeks ago was very scary in that four young people could have
been killed, and he asked what type of injury occurred in the 2003 accident. He supported a stop sign at
any of the cross streets to help dow down drivers. He noted that he grew up near 114th and Center when
there were no stop signs, but now there are four-way stop signs at every intersection.

Jennifer La Porte, 2025 Forest Street, said she has lived in the area since October and wrote a letter about
her own concerns when she was amost broadsided by someone who was speeding. She emphasized that
residents fed that stop signs rather than yield signs are warranted.

Don Mieshauer, 8157 Woodland Avenue, asked about criteria for erecting stop signs. Mr. Kappel said
that the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Device, states that stop signs should not be used for speed
control. Historicaly, stop signs don't cam traffic in the way being sought here. Infact, speeds often
increase incrementally after ingtalation of stop signs since drivers till try to travel between point A and
point B in the same amount of time. Mr. Kappel pointed out that the speeders are us—our neighbors and
our children—and we are the ones who can control speeds. He estimated the cost of sign ingtalation at
about $250 but said it is not a question of money. He clarified that it is his job to inform the committee on
whether engineering standards are met, but the committee makes the final decision. Any ingdlations are
normally done as a 90-day trial.

Janice Miesbauer, 8157 Woodland Avenue, felt that the present stop sign on 81st Street should be on
Woodland instead. She asked if there is away to monitor speeds, which the Chair indicated could be done
by the police department's peed monitoring trailer.

Phil Ortiz, 8126 Woodland Avenue, said the speed trailer was on Woodland from this past Friday until
about noon on Sunday, so some information should be available. He reported that drivers often go through
the north-south stop signs on 81st Street without even looking for traffic on Woodland. He indicated that
he does not necessarily favor a stop sign. He noted that the young lady involved in the recent accident
received aticket for going through the intersection. Judy Ortiz did not favor afour-way stop but said that
putting something at the uncontrolled intersections like the one where there is a sight obstruction makes a
little more sense, even though the cross street is only two blocks long. She would like to see the results of
the speed monitoring trailer.

Peter Muller, 8120 Woodland Avenue, felt it would not be very effective to put a stop sign at Pleasant or
Forest since they are each only two blocks long and have very little cross traffic. Since cars going down
81st Street make very little effort to obey the stop sign a Woodland, he felt there should be an additional
sgnindicating that cross traffic does not stop.

Chief Weber indicated he would get the speed trailer readouts. In response to a question from Ald.
McCarthy, he said that he would aso order an unmarked car to begin monitoring the area tomorrow.

Mr. Kappel said it was unclear where a stop sign was being requested. |f the committee wantsto make
81<t and Woodland a four-way stop, atraffic engineering study would first be required. The standard for
afour-way stop is five accidents in a 12-month period.

Referring to comments regarding stop signs around 114th and Center, Ald. McCarthy noted that the three
schoolsin that area generate alot of traffic. He cited conventiona wisdom that stop signs do not control
speed and the ones who obey the signs are those who are not a problem in the first place. He said that
the speed monitoring trailer is very effective, and he would like to have that information before proceeding
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aswell as more specifics on exactly where residents feel a sign should be placed. He cautioned about
indtituting a 90-day trial since drivers will get used to the change and expect it to remain. He felt thereis
not enough information at this time to support instalation of stop signs.

Moved by Ald. McCarthy, seconded by Ald. Krol to hold this matter
for two weeks —

Ald. Krol supported the motion to hold to gather more information, including further details on the recent
accident, speed study information, and results of any other police monitoring during the next week or so.

Vote on the motion, Ayes. 5

The Chair asked residents to provide more specific information on exactly where they want a stop sign.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

CarlaA. Ledesma, City Clerk
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin
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