
 

 
 

 
 
 

TRAFFIC AND SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, January 27, 2004 

 
 
PRESENT: Alds. Becker, Herzog, Krol     -3 
 
EXCUSED: Alds. Matthews, McCarthy             
 
ALSO    
PRESENT: W. Kappel, Dir. of Public Works; B. Weber, Chief of Police 
 
 
Ald. Krol in the Chair called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. 
 
 
Proposed Ordinance - No Parking on N. 123rd Street North of W. North Avenue  
 
The committee reviewed a proposed ordinance amending Section 11.32.080 of the Code to add no parking 
zones on portions of N. 123rd Street north of W. North Avenue. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Becker, seconded by Ald. Herzog to recommend 

adoption.      Ayes:  3 
 
 
Proposed Ordinance – Remove School Zone Parking on Wauwatosa Avenue  
 
The committee reviewed a proposed ordinance amending Section 11.32.080 of the Code to remove a school 
zone parking restriction on the east side of Wauwatosa Avenue adjacent to St. Pius X Parish.  Mr. Kappel 
noted that, although school zones are legislated by the state, they can be modified by local officials.  This 
change has not created any danger inasmuch as students are picked up and dropped off in the parking lot on 
the east side of the school.  He has observed that the new parking area covered by the ordinance is being 
used on a daily basis by parishioners. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Herzog, seconded by Ald. Becker to recommend 
  adoption.     Ayes:  3 
 
 
Proposed Ordinance – Removal of Parking Restrictions on N. 113th Street 
 
The committee reviewed a proposed ordinance amending Section 11.32.080 of the Code to eliminate parking 
restrictions on N. 113th Street adjacent to 925 N. 113th Street.  Mr. Kappel indicated that this area is 
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midblock and in front of only one residence.  He felt that it would not affect any traffic movement in 
connection with the adjacent Underwood playfields. 
  
  Moved by Ald. Becker, seconded by Ald. Herzog to recommend 
  adoption.     Ayes:  3 
 
 
Traffic Concerns on Stickney Avenue  
 
The committee reviewed a memo from the Director of Public Works dated January 21, 2004, responding to 
a request by Patrick O'Hara, 8648 Stickney Avenue, for measures to control speed and traffic volume on 
Stickney Avenue between Wauwatosa Avenue and Swan Boulevard.  Citing speeds of up to 50 mph, Mr. 
O'Hara requested additional stop signs or diversion of non-local traffic. 
 
Mr. Kappel said that the narrowness of Stickney Avenue tends to have a natural calming effect, which is 
heightened when there are parked cars.  There are stop signs at all four-way intersections along Stickney 
Avenue but not at the side streets from the south that form "T" intersections where adding stop signs would 
do nothing to control speed.  Experience indicates that diverting traffic from Stickney Avenue is not a 
solution since it would only move the problem elsewhere.  Mr. Kappel noted that Stickney tends to be used 
as a westbound throughway during the evening rush hour, so there is a higher volume for a short period of 
time although speeds tend to be slow because of parked cars as well as the pavement width.   From a 
traffic engineering perspective, there is not a lot more that can be done other than asking police to consider 
placement of their speed monitoring trailer.   
 
Chief Weber reported that after receiving the communication from Mr. O'Hara, he assigned directed 
enforcement, mainly during morning and evening rush hours when traffic is heaviest.  In about 20 hours of 
directed enforcement, which is a considerable amount, no tickets were written and the maximum recorded 
speed was 34 mph.  The directed enforcement period will end January 30, but it will be followed up later 
with the speed trailer.  Following a similar request from the same individual in 2002, 12 hours of directed 
enforcement resulted in 3 citations.  The average speed recorded by the speed trailer last May was around 
23 mph, and the 85th percentile speed was 28 mph.  There were similar results in 2002.  Chief Weber 
indicated that traffic conditions on Stickney Avenue seem to be consistent with other streets in the city.   
 
The Chair noted that there is a similar situation on Milwaukee Avenue west of Wauwatosa Avenue where 
traffic volumes tend to increase around rush hour and then seem to abate.  He suggested monitoring speeds 
on Stickney Avenue on a regular basis.  Noting that the speed monitor is a warm-weather instrument, Chief 
Weber said he plans to put it out on Stickney Avenue in May and to continue to periodically monitor the 
street. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Becker, seconded by Ald. Herzog to recommend to 
  Council placing this matter on file.     Ayes:  3 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 
 
 
       Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
       Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
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