
 

TRAFFIC AND SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, December 9, 2003 

 
 
PRESENT: Alds. Becker, Herzog, Krol, Matthews, McCarthy            -5 
 
ALSO   W. Kappel, Dir. of Public Works; Capt. J. Reit, Police; 
PRESENT: Ald. Grimm, 4th Dist.; Ald. Treis, 8th Dist. 
 
Ald. Krol in the Chair called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
Report on 90-Day Trial of Parking Restriction Change on N. 70th Street 
 
Mr. Kappel reported that there have been no complaints regarding the trial removal of two-hour parking 
restrictions on the east side of N. 70th Street from north of the first Pick 'N Save driveway to the end of the block.  
He recommended making the trial removal permanent. 
 
  Moved by Ald. McCarthy, seconded by Ald. Herzog to recommend to 
  Council introduction of an ordinance to implement removal of the 
  two-hour restrictions.     Ayes:  5 
   
 
Report on 90-Day Trial of Parking Restriction Change on W. Wisconsin Avenue  
 
Mr. Kappel reported that there have been no complaints regarding removal of two-hour parking restrictions from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  on W. Wisconsin Avenue between N. 67th and N. 68th Streets.  He recommended making the 
change permanent.  No parking restrictions during morning and afternoon rush hours were unchanged and would 
remain in effect.    
 
Ald. Grimm reported that the change has been working well.  He noted that the person who originally requested 
the change has moved.  Mr. Kappel felt that removal of two-hour restrictions remains appropriate since there is no 
longer a day-time parking problem in that block. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Becker, seconded by Ald. Matthews to recommend to 
  Council introduction of an ordinance to remove the two-hour restrictions. 
  Ayes:  5  
 
   
Request for Two-Hour Parking Restrictions on Portions of N. 99th Street and W. Marion Street 
 
Mr. Kappel outlined a request for the installation of two-hour parking restrictions on school days on the following 
streets:  1) west side of N. 99th Street from the north city limits to Grantosa Drive; 2) east side of N. 99th Street 
from W. Marion Street to W. Grantosa Drive;  3) north side of W. Marion Street from N. 100th Street to N. 99th 
Street; 4) south side of W. Marion Street from the city limits east of N. 100th Street to N. 99th Street 
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Mr. Kappel reported that the local alderpersons have received continuing complaints about parking issues, 
primarily involving students from Divine Savior-Holy Angels High School (DSHA).   Mail delivery has been 
affected by cars parked in front of mailboxes, and some residents' driveways have been blocked.  The suggested 
restrictions would be uniform with the restrictions on adjacent/abutting streets in Milwaukee.  Mr. Kappel 
proposed a two-step trial beginning with both sides of Marion Street between 99th Street and the city limits to the 
west.  He requested authority to implement additional two-hour restrictions on 99th Street, but only if necessary 
based on results of the first step.   
 
Ald. Treis said he has met with the president and the principal of DSHA.  When Milwaukee created two-hour 
parking on 100th Street across from the school, the school marked their parking lot, numbered the parking spots, 
and issued permits for student parking.  They found, however, that the parking spaces were not being used.  In the 
meantime, problems with parked cars on both sides of W. Marion Street continued, with many complaints about 
access to driveways and mailboxes.  Ald. Treis said his own preference would be no signs at all, but he DSHA 
president and principal favored parking restrictions as a measure to get the students' attention.  The school feels 
that sometime in the next year or so they will be able to add more parking spaces in their lot.   
 
Greg Riederer, 4339 N. 99th Street, disagreed with restrictions on 99th Street because he felt they will not solve 
the problem.  The Milwaukee restrictions took parking spots away on the border of the school and forced more 
cars onto Marion and 99th Streets, he said.  A survey in September before Milwaukee's signs went up found an 
average of 50-55 cars per day parked on those streets.  Other than faculty and visitor spaces, the DSHA lot has 
only 183 spaces.  There were only 13 empty spaces in the lot at 11 a.m. today and 34 cars parked on Marion and 
99th Streets.  The only thing that will get students' attention is ticketing, Mr. Riederer said; the signs will just move 
the problem elsewhere.  He noted that a speeding problem on Grantosa Drive about two years ago was solved 
when speeding tickets were issued.  He felt that the DSHA principal should meet with neighborhood residents and 
that, as the ground freezes, the school should plow an additional area on the lawn for parking until they build a lot.  
He noted that a similar problem with Milwaukee Lutheran students was resolved with additional parking lots. 
 
David Hazen, 4309 N. 99th Street, said he wonders why this is being revisited to placate only one or two families 
on Marion Street when it will end up shifting the burden and take away property rights of other homeowners to use 
their own parking spaces.  Why not spend the money for parking signs on having patrol officers write tickets, 
which would also generate revenue, he asked.  He also asked about the city's responsibility to ensure mail delivery.  
He was concerned that the suggested restrictions will move more parking into an already constricted area on 
Marion Street between 99th Street and Grantosa Avenue. 
 
Frederick Krause, 4265 N. 99th Street, said the suggested restrictions will push more cars in front of his and Mr. 
Hazen's homes.  He said that he does notice there are more students in each car and less cars overall now, but he 
asked why he has to suffer because the school doesn't have a large enough parking lot.  He mentioned concerns 
about the area of Byron Place between 99th Street and Grantosa Drive especially relating to fire apparatus 
access.  Mr. Kappel said there has not been a problem there, but Mr. Krause felt that plowing would be difficult 
without parking restrictions.  He favored installing two-hour parking restrictions at the same time on both 99th 
Street and Marion Street rather than in a two-step process.   
 
Ald. Treis  reported that the DSHA principal and the president have each confirmed plans to create more parking 
and are working on getting the students to cooperate in the meantime.  Although he doesn't want signs on 99th 
Street, he felt it may be necessary in order to stop student parking from spreading there.  The restrictions will 
allow police to ticket.  The only thing police can now ticket for is parking too close to corners or driveways.   
 
Mr. Kappel said that he has been informed by the Postal Service that this is considered a rural mail route on which 
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carriers are not to get out of their vehicles.  If they can't get to the mailbox with their vehicle, the mail is just not 
delivered.  There was non-delivery on several occasions in that neighborhood.   
 
Mr. Riederer requested clarification on whether there would be a neighborhood meeting with DSHA to help 
resolve the problem.  The Chair indicated that the district alderpersons could arrange for a discussion. 
 
In response to a query by Ald. Matthews, Capt. Reit confirmed that there is no ordinance that prohibits parking in 
front of mailboxes.  Mr. Kappel said that it would be difficult to adequately provide signage for such a regulation 
because it is not a general law.  Ald. Matthews said that she got a 50-50 response when she surveyed the 
neighborhood last summer regarding two-hour restrictions and still believes there is not consensus for that now.  
She also felt that moving the problem down the road doesn't make much sense.  Regardless of the decision tonight, 
she said that she would ask for more enforcement of current laws.  She said that she has received no information 
about continuing problems since she last spoke with people in this area last summer. 
 
Ald. Becker said that this is not an unusual situation around schools.  The situation around East High School is 
similar.  Enforcement tends to pay the cost of the signs, he noted.   
 
Mr. Kappel reiterated that parts of this area in the City of Milwaukee have already been signed for two-hour 
parking on school days.  A portion of the east side of N. 99th Street from Marion Street north to Congress, which 
is in the City of Milwaukee, is an open area with no restrictions where students are being encouraged to park.  He 
said that he would consider signing the south side of Marion Street from 99th Street to Byron Place and from 
Byron to Grantosa. 
 
Ald. McCarthy said that we can't tell a school to install a parking lot; we have to deal with the problem.  He said 
that he would like to see a measured approach and strict law enforcement before considering restrictions. 
 
  Moved by Ald. McCarthy, seconded by Ald. Matthews to hold this matter 
  until the next committee meeting on January 6, 2004, with the suggestion 
  that the district alderpersons encourage strict enforcement of parking rules – 
 
Ald. Herzog favored voting up or down on this issue tonight, noting the purpose of 90-day trials and the fact that 
signs can be removed if it doesn't work.  Mr. Kappel indicated that, if approved, he would probably have signs 
installed on Marion Street this week.  He said that the 90-day trial would commence with the installation of those 
signs and its duration would be unchanged if second-step signage were initiated. 
 
  Roll call vote on the motion to hold, Ayes:  2 (McCarthy, Matthews);  Noes:  3 
  Motion fails. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Herzog, seconded by Ald. Becker to approve a 90-day trial 
  as recommended by the Director of Public Works. 
  Roll call vote on the motion, Ayes:  3; Noes:  2 (McCarthy, Matthews) 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 
       Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
       Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
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