CITY OF WAUWATOSA
7725 WEST NORTH AVENUE
WAUWATOSA, WI 53213
Telephone: (414) 479-8917
Fax: (414) 479-8989

TRAFFIC AND SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, April 29, 2003
PRESENT:  Alds. Becker, Herzog, Krol, Matthews, McCarthy -5
ALSO
PRESENT:  W. Kappd, Dir. of Public Works

Ald. Krol in the Chair caled the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.

Report on 2nd 90-Day Trial of One-Hour Parking on N. 77th Street and Mary Ellen Place

Mr. Kappel reported that there has been some improvement in the parking situation in the area of N. 77th
Street and Mary Ellen Place in that fewer employees from the business at 7700 W. Blue Mound Road have
been parking on residential streets. It is difficult to determine, however, whether the improvement islong
term. A meeting with some neighborhood residents, including the neighborhood association president, and
Harvey Pollack, who owns the building a 7700 W. Blue Mound Road resulted in three recommendations: 1)
make the restrictions in front of residences on 77th Street and Mary Ellen Place permanent; 2) remove
restrictions on the west side of 77th Street adjacent to the building a 7700 W. Blue Mound Road, which
would provide four or five additiona parking spaces; 3) continue to investigate the benefits of a cul de sac at
77th and Blue Mound Road. Mr. Kappel noted that a petition requesting closure of 77th Street at Blue
Mound Road has been submitted be neighborhood residents. Some neighbors reportedly refused to sign the
petition, including three or four individuals who live on the west side of 77th Street.

Jill Wickham, 7733 W. Wisconsin Avenue, president of the Jennings Park Neighborhood Association,
outlined the history of parking concerns and actions taken thus far. She indicated that there is some support
for one-hour redtrictions but some don't like the signs and the fact that they or their visitors have been
ticketed. In reviewing City records and the zoning code, she found that the building a 7700 W. Blue Mound
Road was granted a variance in 1975 to provide 41 parking spaces rather than the 56 that would have
otherwise been required. That variance can’t be revoked because use of the building hasn't changed. Ms.
Wickham said that the parking situation has improved since employees were asked to park along Blue
Mound Road, but she felt that the only permanent solution is expansion of the building's parking ot by
means of either a cul de sac or by closing only the western half of the street and using the eastern portion
for southbound access to Blue Mound Road. Ms. Wickham reported that she polled 75 residents on 77th,
78th, and 79th Streets and on Mary Ellen Place. There were 41 responses or 54%, 12 of whom (29%)
favored no changes. Twenty-nine (21%) favored closing the intersection, with about half of that group
favoring full closure and haf favoring partia closure.



Pat Brennan, 521 N. 77th Street, said that a cul de sac is a viable option from severa perspectives. Itis
favored by most of the residents to address the neighborhood traffic problem and would be mutualy
beneficial to residents and the owner of the building. It also addresses quality dof life concerns such as the
safety of children and the issue of employees cutting through private property to access the commercia

property.

Kay Zupko, 526 N. 77th Street, said she is opposed to a cul de sac or any other change in the way traffic is
now handled. The one-hour parking signs in front of her house have not been a problem during the 27 years
she haslived there. She opposed closing the west side of 77th Street and making it one-way southbound,
since it would require aright-turn only restriction that would lead to a round-about route for anyone wishing
to go eastbound on Blue Mound Road and could cause more congestion at the intersection of 76th and Blue
Mound Road. Shefdt that child safety is a separate issue. She said that more no parking signs should be
ingaled if business employees continue to disregard available parking on Blue Mound Road. Referring to
the poll, she said that thisis an issue for people who reside on 77th Street and would be directly affected by
the cul de sac and not necessarily those on 78th, 79th, or Wisconsin Avenue. Ron Zupko, 526 N. 77th
Street, said he has not seen any automobiles parked anywhere on 77th Street during the past 2 %2 weeks.
He noted that only one of the six people who would be affected by a cul de sac wants a change. It is much
cheaper to put up one hour parking signs, he said.

Harvey Pollack, owner of 7700 W. Blue Mound Road, said that he asked his employees and othersin the
building a couple of weeks ago not to park on 77th Street and Mary Ellen Place, and apparently that has
been effective. When he bought the building in 1997, parking was unlimited on the west side of 77th Street
and there was not a problem. Now with the change to one-hour parking, sales and real estate people who
come and go al day are subject to tickets. It isinefficient for them to move their cars or park three blocks
away on Blue Mound Road. He had made arrangements with the manager of Subway to use some
designated parking spots on the west side of their lot, but the Subway owner has put a stop to that practice.
Mr. Pollack said that a cul de sac would bein his best interest as well asthat of the neighborhood. He
indicated that he did, in fact, look into it afew years ago but found it too costly at the time in relation to the
number of parking spaces gained. He noted that his employee numbers have fluctuated from 50 to 98,
down to 41, and now up to 75, and the mortgage company in the building has about 20 employees. His
parking lot has 51 spaces. He said that removing the parking restrictions on the west side of 77th Street
adjacent to his building would be a smple solution. Depending on the cost, he indicated that he would be
willing to assume some of the expense of a cul de sac that would provide along-term solution.

In response to questions, Mr. Kappel explained that the problem parking seemed to involve about five cars,
which the area on the west side of 77th Street adjacent to the building may be able to accommodate with
removal of existing restrictions. The trial one-hour restrictions were installed north of that existing section of

no parking.

Ald. McCarthy said he is not convinced thisis along-term problem in that use of the building could change
or other things could happen. He was concerned with indituting a long-term solution for a short-term
problem. He asked about getting a rough sketch or drawing on how a cul de sac might work and whether
there is any middle ground on the parking restrictions. Mr. Kappel said that he hasn’t proceeded with a
cost-benefit analysis due to limitations on gtaff time. He indicated that a middle ground has probably been
reached with the proposal to remove restrictions aong the west side of the building. Some people aren’t
happy with the one-hour restriction in the residentia area, he noted, but that could be changed to two or
three hours.
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Ald. Herzog debated the value of one-hour versus two-hour parking. Employees would not park there, he
sad, and someone going to aclosing in the building would probably adso avoid one-hour parking. Mr. Kappel
noted that one-hour restrictions moved the al-day parking but may not have affected transient parking. Ald.
Herzog recalled mention of concern about sight lines for entering Blue Mound Road if parking is allowed on
77th Street along the side of the building and asked about signage to keep the corner area clear. Mr.

Kappd sad that the situation here is no different than any other residential street entering a major street.
Sight of east-west traffic would not be obstructed by parked cars, he said.

Upon further discussion, Mr. Kappel estimated that a rough sketch of the two street closing aternatives
could be done in about four weeks along with arough estimate of cost, benefits analysis, and a
determination on some of the legal questionsinvolved He confirmed that the city maintains the median strip
and said that city engineers would have to determine the turning radius for fire apparatus.

Moved by Ald. Herzog, seconded by Ald. Matthews to recommend to
Council introduction of an ordinance to establish one-hour parking on
the west side of N. 77th Street from the south property line of 521 to the
north property line of 529 and on the south side of Mary Ellen Place
from the east property line of 7705 to the west lot line of 7729 —

Ald. McCarthy indicated that he would like to renew the 90-day tria rather than permanently approve the
restrictions at this point. Mr. Kappel explained that a Council resolution would be required in order to
ingtitute a third 90-day trial.

With consent of the second, Ald. Herzog withdrew the motion and moved,

seconded by Ald. Matthews, to remove the restrictions on the west side of
N. 77th Street adjacent to the building at 7700 W. Blue Mound Road under
a90-day trid. Ayes 5

Moved by Ald. Herzog, seconded by Ald. Matthews to recommend to Council
approval of athird 90-day tria of one-hour parking restrictions on N. 77th
Street and Mary Ellen Place as outlined in the first motion.  Ayes. 5

It was confirmed that the matter of the cul de sac/street closing aternatives would be discussed on May 27.
Ald. Becker requested that an aerial photo of the area be brought to that meeting.

Report on 90-Day Trial of Stop Signson W. Wells Street at N. 74th Street

Mr. Kappel reported that there were no accidents during the 90-day tria of stop signson W. Wells Street at
N. 74th Street and they are well liked by the neighborhood. He recommended adding the signs to the
officia city stop sgn map. Severa neighborhood residents were present in support of keeping the signs.

Moved by Ald. McCarthy, seconded by Ald. Becker to recommend to

Council adoption of a resolution adding the stop signs on W. Wells
Street at N. 74th Street to the official stop signmap.  Ayes. 5

Report on 90-Day Trial of Parking Restrictions on Harley Davidson Avenue
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Mr. Kappel reported that there have been no complaints about the no parking any time restrictions that were
placed on Harley Davidson Avenue. Scott Galligan of Harley Davidson has indicated that the restrictions
are working well.

Moved by Ald. Matthews, seconded by Ald. Matthews to recommend to
Council introduction of an ordinance to establish no parking on the

north side of Harley Davidson Avenue from the Capitol Drive frontage
road entrance to a point 630 feet to the west and on the south side of
Harley Davidson Avenue from the Capitol Drive frontage road to Harley
Davidson Avenue to a point 220 feet to thewest.  Ayes. 5

Proposed Ordinance — L eft and Right Turnsfrom W. Burleigh Street at N. 122nd Str eet

The committee reviewed the proposed ordinance removing left and right turn prohibitions from W. Burleigh
Street at N. 122nd Street.

Moved by Ald. Matthews, seconded by Ald. McCarthy to recommend to
Council adoption of the proposed ordinance. Ayes. 5

The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

CarlaA. Ledesma, City Clerk
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin
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