
 

 
 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC AND SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, January 7, 2003 

 
 
PRESENT: Alds. Becker, Herzog, Krol, Matthews, McCarthy         -5 
 
ALSO    
PRESENT: W. Wehrley, City Engineer; Ald. Grimm 
 
 
Ald. Krol in the Chair called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
Proposed Ordinance – No Parking on N. 70th Street 
 
The committee reviewed a proposed ordinance amending Section 11.32.080 of the Code to create a no parking 
zone on N. 70th Street within 20 feet of the Pick ‘N Save driveway.   
 
  Moved by Ald. McCarthy, seconded by Ald. Matthews to recommend 
  adoption.     Ayes:  5 
 
 
Removal of Turn Restrictions on W. Burleigh Street at J.C. Penney Warehouse Entrance 
 
The committee reviewed a memo from the Director of Public Works outlining a request from the property 
manager of the J.C. Penney warehouse at 11800 W. Burleigh Street for removal of left and right-turn 
restrictions on W. Burleigh Street at their westerly drive, which is shared with Briggs & Stratton.  The facility 
manager for Briggs & Stratton concurs with the requested change.  
 
Mr. Wehrley reported that the existing signs prohibit turns during shift-change times when the drive becomes a 
one-way, two-lane exit.  With recent parking lot reconfigurations, J.C. Penney would like to eliminate the one-
way exiting system, which in turn eliminates the need for turn restrictions. 
 
Ald. Matthews indicated that the area is in her district and she concurs with the change. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Matthews, seconded by Ald. McCarthy to recommend 
  introduction of an ordinance to remove the existing restrictions.     Ayes:  5 
 
 
90-Day Trial Revision – No Parking Changes on N. 77th Street and Mary Ellen Place 
 
Mr. Wehrley reported that a 90-day trial of no parking regulations on N. 77th Street and Mary Ellen Place was 
instituted late in October in response to a request by area residents.  The residents had complained of 
employees from the office building at N. 77th Street and W. Blue Mound Road parking in front of their homes 
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all day.  The trial regulations are one-hour parking between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. except Saturdays, Sundays, and 
holidays on Mary Ellen Place and 77th Street south to Blue Mound Road.  Subsequently, a business in the 
office building has requested an amendment to lift the restrictions in the area abutting their property to allow 
some employee parking there.  Staff recommends concurrence and another 90-day trial. 
 
Keith Hughes of Land Title Service, 7700 W. Blue Mound Road, said that many employees park on the street 
due to the tight constraints of the parking lot.  They tend to avoid parking on Blue Mound Road, however, 
because of concerns about traffic volume and speed.  Allowing parking on 77th Street from Blue Mound Road 
to the end of the company’s lot line would accommodate four to six extra parking spots, he estimated. 
 
Judy Nicholson, 7705 Mary Ellen Place, said she requested the parking restrictions because all-day parking in 
front of residents’ homes left residents with no parking.  If parking is allowed in the area next to the office 
building, it should begin one car length from the sidewalk to allow better visibility for drivers exiting to Blue 
Mound Road.  Only three cars would fit there, she said, and it would not stop all the cars that continue to park 
in the area beyond the current restricted zone.  Ms. Nicholson said she has been told the building is 
“grandfathered” in terms of required parking spaces and she would like to know when it was built and when it 
was grandfathered.  There are far too many cars for that building, she said.  Some employees have indicated 
that they are aware that parking is available on Blue Mound Road but would rather park in the neighborhood. 
 
Bill Otto, 7720 Mary Ellen Place, said it seems that parking in the neighborhood has increased dramatically 
since summer.  When the signs were installed, all-day parking moved beyond the signs.  There are safety 
concerns with many young families with children walking back and forth to school, he noted.  He recommended 
closing 77th Street off to create a parking lot extension for the office building.  Residents would be able to enter 
and exit the area via Wellauer Drive.  If the company bought the land from the City and landscaped it,  it would 
address their parking needs and stop all the traffic in the neighborhood, Mr. Otto said. 
 
David Nicholson, 7705 Mary Ellen Place, was concerned about fire truck access with parked cars since 
garbage trucks often have to back up.  He said that closing off 77th Street has been brought up in the past, but 
the City has always had concerns about fire trucks being able to turn around there.  He asked if the 
grandfather provision on parking requirements changes with a change in ownership or stays with the building. 
 
Bridget Brennan, 521 N. 77th Street, said that people who park in front of residences often walk up her 
driveway to cut through to the parking lot, which startles her children.  It has become a huge problem, she said.  
She agreed with Mr. Otto’s suggestion to extend the parking lot. 
 
Ald. Grimm was also concerned about fire truck access considering that garbage trucks have to back up when 
cars are parked.  He felt that something needs to be done to give residents some relief. 
 
The Chair said he believes the grandfathered parking space requirements stay with the building when 
ownership is changed.  He asked of there has been any past consideration of closing the street. 
 
Mr. Wehrley indicated that he is unaware of any prior street closing proposal.  It would certainly require a level 
of effort and expense to remove the road, put in a cul-de-sac sufficient for fire truck turning movements, and 
install a parking lot for the sole purpose of providing additional on-site parking for one tenant, he said.  If the 
intention is to prevent daytime employee parking in the neighborhood, he felt that a more economical solution 
that is perhaps safer for police and fire response would be to extend the parking restrictions farther north.  If 
people find that they can park closer by using Blue Mound Road where there is ample parking and no 
restrictions on the north side, they will do just that, he said. 
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Ald. Becker said that there probably should be limited parking in the whole area.  He suggested leaving parking 
as it is now and allowing Ald. Grimm to get input from the rest of the neighbors about parking in the whole 
area. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Becker, seconded by Ald. McCarthy to hold the matter 
  for discussion in two weeks to see if parking can be changed in the 
  whole area to accommodate the neighborhood – 
 
Ald. Herzog said that blocking off 77th Street and vacating the street if Land Title Company is interested could 
be a win-win situation yielding a quieter neighborhood and less cars.  Mr. Hughes indicated that Land Title 
Company would be interested in acquiring that land. 
 
  With consent of the mover and second, Ald. Herzog amended the 
  motion to include a directive to staff to look into the matter of 

vacating the street – 
 

Ald. McCarthy advised caution in proceeding, noting concerns about costs and current budget constraints. 
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  5 
 
 
Petition for Stop Signs on W. Wells Street at N. 74th Street 
 
The committee reviewed a memo from the Director of Public Works regarding a petition for stop signs on W. 
Wells Street at N. 74th Street in which he detailed street widths and current stop signs in the area, listed the 
warrants for stop sign installations, and recommended against their installation at this location.   
 
Mr. Wehrley reported that he observed the area this afternoon, reviewing the physical geometry of the street 
and street layouts.  The petition listed a concern that westbound drivers on Wells Street are not aware that it 
ends at 76th Street until they are at 75th Street and have only one block to slow and stop.   However, he was 
able to see the stop sign at 76th Street when parked at 74th Street; and when through the intersection to the 
sidewalk, he was able to see the double arrow at 76th Street that indicates the end of the road.  The distance to 
the stop sign at 76th Street is about 600 feet, which according to State of Wisconsin guidelines would support a 
65 mph rate of speed to still be able to stop.   
 
A second perception listed in the petition is that cars moving eastbound cannot see the intersection of 74th 
Street until they are almost upon it.  When two blocks away at 76th Street, Mr. Wehrley found he was able to 
see the street sign on 74th Street that would alert someone to the intersection.  The intersection pavement can’t 
be seen until approaching 75th Street, a distance of about 300 feet, which would support speeds in excess of 40 
mph to still be able to stop.  Mr. Wehrley said he calculated that the approach slope and intersection geometry 
would support speeds in excess of 40 mph and allow someone to brake in time to see a six-inch object in the 
road.  Revised federal highway standards that will likely be adopted by the state would raise that to a two-foot 
object.  Mr. Wehrley concluded that there is a perception that the road is less safe than it actually is, which is a 
good thing for residents since that perception should lead vehicles to slow down.   
 
Roger Kiekhofer, 7410 W. Wells Street, spoke of accidents at the corner where cars have ended up in his 
yard.  Northbound 74th Street traffic is obstructed from seeing Wells Street traffic, especially cars from the 
east.  He is particularly concerned because his wife, who is a quadriplegic and uses a specially designed 
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wheelchair, has difficulty crossing the street to visit a friend.  The street has become a hazard to pedestrians, 
he felt. 
 
Andy Palec, 7435 W. Wells Street, representing the Wellauer Heights  Neighborhood Association, said about 
45 members of the association signed the petition for stop signs.  The group has four main concerns:  1) the 
intersection is hazardous because of shrubbery on private property that makes it difficult to navigate the 
intersection; 2) it crests so it is difficult to see a child crossing the street; 3) there is a lot of volume for a 
residential neighborhood; and 4) there is a speed problem.  Mr. Palec noted that there are a lot of elderly 
residents and children walking to school.  Any change such as a fully controlled intersection or reversing the 
signs so that Wells Street traffic is controlled would be valuable to the safety of the neighborhood, he said. 
 
Paul August, 7426 Wellauer Drive, said he lived a 7510 W. Wells Street until just a short time ago and wrote 
the original petition.  Concerns are less with speed than with safety, he said.  He goes through the neighborhood 
daily and has small children who will be walking to Jefferson School.  The stop signs for 74th Street traffic 
were installed five or six years ago, apparently after some accidents due to lack of visibility  in connection with 
the eight-foot shrub.   The neighborhood’s perception is that the intersection is not safe.   Noting the City’s 
budgetary issues, he suggested temporarily switching the existing stop signs on 74th Street to Wells Street.  
74th Street is only one block long going north and has a stop sign at Wisconsin Avenue, but  there are four 
blocks on Wells between the stop signs at 72nd and 76th Streets.  It is not unusual for cars to lock up their 
brakes at 76th Street, and he has been told that cars have gone through the hedge there.  People use Wells 
Street from Hawley Road to 76th Street because of its lack of stop signs, Mr. August said. 
 
Madeline Packard, 7425 W. Wells Street, said that a lot of students from Jefferson, Wilson, and St. Jude’s walk 
there and it is unsafe to cross when cars are going fast.  It would be safer with stop signs, she felt.  Lou 
Packard, 7425 W. Wells Street, said it is scary to retrieve balls from the street when he is playing in the front 
yard because cars are going 30-40 mph. 
 
Debra Falk Palec, 7435 W. Wells Street, felt that moving the stop signs would improve neighborhood safety.  
She commented on her experience in a spinal cord injury unit with people struck by cars at low speeds.  
 
Evelyn Taus, 7415 W. Wells Street, spoke of concerns for her friend who uses a wheelchair.  Drivers perceive 
Wells Street as non-residential, she said; it is a through street for them.   74th Street is particularly bad because 
of the large shrub; people traveling north and south do not see traffic on Wells Street.  Also, some area 
teenagers drive very fast.  If there is a financial concern, it might help to switch the signs, Ms. Taus said.     
 
Ald. Grimm also advocated switching the stop signs to give people a chance to cross the street and to slow 
down traffic. 
 
Ald. Herzog expressed frustration with the fact that speeding is a common complaint from constituents and it is 
our neighbors and friends who are doing it.  Although he agrees with staff recommendations 9 out of 10 times, 
he said, in this case he believes that reversing the signs might be helpful.  Looking at the area geographically, it 
seems that the signs should have been on Wells Street. 
 
  It was moved by Ald. Herzog to switch the stop signs so that traffic on 
  Wells Street would stop at 74th Street – 
 
In that case, Mr. Wehrley said, he would recommend that the stop signs on 74th Street remain.  Drivers are 
used to cars on 74th Street having to stop and could pull out into oncoming traffic if the signs for 74th Street 
traffic are removed. 
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  Ald. Herzog withdrew the motion. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Herzog, seconded by Ald. Becker to approve a 90-day 
  trial of the addition of stop signs for traffic on W. Wells Street at  

N. 74th Street – 
 

Ald. Matthews noted that this is not a budget issue since the cost of stop signs is relatively small and is factored 
into the budget.  She noted comments about the tall shrub at one corner and asked if there are any limitations 
on shrub height on corner properties.  Mr. Wehrley indicated that there may be some appropriate ordinances 
for sight line obstructions that could be investigated.  Ald. Matthews said she would like to see that information 
in the Friday aldermanic packet. 
 
Ald. Matthews said that there are a lot of requests for stop signs and there is a problem in the entire city with 
speeding, but she is not of the mindset that stop signs will help with the speeding issue.  She has found that to 
be true on her own street where she is within three houses of a stop sign.  She noted that residents are usually 
warned that a stop sign provides a false sense of security.   
 
Ald. McCarthy concurred with Ald. Matthews’ comments.  He said he would first like to see the elimination or 
reduction of the sight hazard and then see if residents can work with the police department on positioning 
unmarked squad cars at the times when vehicles are speeding.  He noted that there are quite a few stop signs 
in this area already, and he felt that a four-way stop would not have the desired effect.   
 
  It was moved by Ald. McCarthy, seconded by Ald. Matthews to hold the 
  matter for two weeks pending a report on eliminating or reducing the 
  sight obstruction presented by a tall shrub and on police department 
  efforts to monitor speeds – 
 
Ald. Becker agreed that the shrub needs to be trimmed.  He said he would not normally support a four-way 
stop but would be inclined to do so in this case because of the handicapped person crossing the street. 
 
Ald. McCarthy indicated that his motion is for action that can be taken right away.  Speeding is the issue.  
Given that staff recommends no change and it has been noted that stop signs shouldn’t be used to control 
speeding, there is reason to look for other solutions, he said. 
 
  Vote on the motion to hold, Ayes:  2;  Noes:  3 (Becker, Herzog, Krol) 
  Motion fails. 
 
  Vote on the original motion for a 90-day trial of stop signs on Wells 
  Street at 74th Street, Ayes:  3;  Noes:  2 (Matthews, McCarthy) 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
      Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
      Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
 
es 


