
 
 
 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, May 11, 2004 

 
 

PRESENT:           Alds. Becker, Ecks, Heins, Kopischke, Krol, Subotich, Sullivan, Treis   -8 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  N. Welch, Comm. Dev. Dir.; T. Wontorek, City Admin. 
    
Ald. Heins as Chair called the meeting to order at 8:16 p.m. 
 
Proposed Rezoning - Portion of N.E. Quadrant of the County Grounds from Medical Center and 
Institutions District to Conservancy District 
 
Referring to a site map, Ms. Welch pointed out the areas covered by this and the subsequent rezoning 
ordinances.  The area south of Swan Boulevard currently zoned Medical Center and Institutions District 
would be rezoned to Conservancy District for uses such as community garden plots, floodwater basins, 
and forestry education.   
 
William Hatcher, Director of Economic Development, Milwaukee County, reported that the agenda for the 
county's Economic Development Committee meeting on Monday, May 17th, includes items relative to an 
intergovernmental cooperation agreement with the Milwaukee Metropolitan District (MMSD), transfer of 
land interests, and construction of the floodwater basins. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Ecks, seconded by Ald. Krol to recommend to Council 
  adoption of the proposed ordinance rezoning a portion of the northeast 
  quadrant of the Milwaukee County Grounds from Medical Center and 
  Institutions District to Conservancy District.     Ayes:  8 
 
Proposed Rezoning - Portion of N.E. Quadrant of the County Grounds from Parks and Open 
Space District to Conservancy District 
 
Ms. Welch indicated that this rezoning is for an area of the northeast quadrant that is north of Swan 
Boulevard.  She explained that Conservancy District zoning is actually much more restrictive than Parks 
and Open Space zoning.  Under Conservancy District zoning, the proposed floodwater basins, community 
garden plots, and a forestry education center would be allowed as Conditional Uses. 
 
Ald. Krol stated that the state forest would be properly placed in this area and will be a fine addition to our 
community.    
 

Moved by Ald. Krol, seconded by Ald. Becker to recommend to Council 
  adoption of the proposed ordinance rezoning a portion of the northeast 
  quadrant of the Milwaukee County Grounds from Parks and Open Space 
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  District to Conservancy District –   
 
Ald. Sullivan said that his belief that the forestry education center, community gardens, and state forest 
will be tremendous assets has resolved the earlier concerns he had about the use of public dollars to bring 
out the message of a particular industry.  
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  8 
 
Conditional Use – Forestry Education Center 
 
The committee reviewed a request by William Hatcher, representing Milwaukee County, and the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for a Conditional Use on a portion of the northeast 
quadrant of the Milwaukee County grounds for a forestry education center. 
 
Ms. Welch said that the rezoning recommendation just made allows for this use.  The DNR is purchasing 
approximately 67 acres from Milwaukee County and is about to begin a two-year public process to come 
up with a specific design for the building.  The Conditional Use would be contingent upon the final building 
plan meeting all zoning requirements.   
 
William Hatcher, Economic Development Director, Milwaukee County, said that the sale of land to the 
DNR has been approved by the county and will proceed following Council approval of the rezoning and 
Conditional Use.  He said he is very happy about this since he has always felt that the DNR's presence on 
the site was essential to the entire process of developing the floodwater system on the county grounds.   
 
Wendy McCown, Director of Bureau of Forestry Services, DNR, was confident that this facility will be a 
great asset for Wauwatosa and the surrounding area.  She reported that research through the UW-M 
Center for Math and Science Education indicates there is a vital education niche for this program in this 
part of Wisconsin.  Research on visitors other than school students is also very promising.  The DNR is 
committed to being a good neighbor and involving local partners in the planning, including those within the 
education and forestry communities.  The city will continue to be kept informed and will have ample 
opportunity to participate. 
 
Tom Chapman, Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD), said the forestry education center 
makes the flood management facility more viable.  He noted that flooding in 1960, 1964, 1972, 1973, 1986, 
1997, 1998, and 2000 all caused damages in Wauwatosa.  Those damages were in excess of $8 million in 
1997 and $1.5 million in 1998, both years having federal disaster declarations.  Mr. Chapman urged the 
committee to move forward, noting that at least 175 commercial and residential properties will be 
protected by the floodwater facility. 
 
Asked how the forestry center will make the floodwater facility more viable, Mr. Chapman said that the 
DNR's presence is a huge asset.  Under one of the agreements between the county and the DNR, the 
DNR will be overseeing the basins and will be intimately involved in how they operate and are maintained.  
Ms. McCown clarified that MMSD will retain responsibility for engineering aspects and the DNR will 
contribute in establishing and maintaining native vegetation so that the area will be a natural and aesthetic 
asset.  The DNR would have some permitting oversight during construction, but the system's operation 
would be under the purview of MMSD. 
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Ald. Sullivan said that he understands, in talking with the executive director of Friends of Milwaukee's 
Rivers, that the proceeds of this land sale go into the county's general fund without any money designated 
for revegetating the area or any study on appropriate species.  Mr. Hatcher responded that the resolution 
that the county board will consider next week sets aside $250,000 over and above the costs MMSD will 
incur to deal with revegetation and grading in the area directly to the west of the basin site.   
 
Questions next arose about parking requirements and other potential uses of the education center.  The 
Chair noted that the DNR has mentioned parking for approximately 100 cars and 5 buses.  Ms. Welch 
said that the final parking requirement cannot be determined without knowing the building's square 
footage.   The building plans would be reviewed by the city's Design Review Board.  The city will be 
looking for an environmentally friendly "green" building design that is compatible with the master plan for 
the adjacent economic development area.  Ms. McCown added that they have learned that community 
groups such as the Girl Scouts and Sierra Club would like to use the building for meetings, but they have 
found little support for the concept of renting it for banquets and similar private events.   
 
The Chair noted that the Plan Commission minutes of April 12, 2004, mention the possibility of three to 
five special events during the year, and their motion on this item states that all bus traffic must enter from 
the south.  She questioned whether exiting should also be addressed  Ms. Welch said the intent is to have 
no entrance or exit from Swan Boulevard; bus traffic would not go to the north unless specifically going to 
a school immediately to the north.  She indicated that "south along Underwood Creek Parkway" would be 
specified.   
 
Upon further questions relating to buses, parking, and estimated length of stay, Ms. McCown said that the 
parking plan right now is based on very limited knowledge and will be better defined once square footage, 
traffic patterns, and number of visitors at any given time are established.  She said that the DNR is very 
committed to green building elements including the least amount of impervious parking surface for the 
anticipated level of visitors and the use of pervious parking for additional parking needs.   
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  8 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
 
 
     Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
     Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
es 


