
 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, July 29, 2003 
 
 
PRESENT: Alds. Becker, Ecks, Heins, Herzog, Kopischke, Krol, Sullivan, Treis          -8 
 
ALSO   N. Welch, Community Dev. Dir.; B. Aldana, Asst. City Atty.;  
PRESENT:     W. Kappel, Dir. of Public Works; D. Wheaton, Chief Insp. 
 
 
Ald. Heins in the Chair called the meeting to order at 8:31 p.m.   
 
 
Conditional Use – 7608 W. Blue Mound Road 
 
Ms. Welch outlined a request by John Udvare, First Service Credit Union, and Robert Foley for a Conditional Use in 
the AA Business District at 7608 W. Blue Mound Road to construct a credit union building on the site of a former 
service station.  An 1,800 square foot building with 15 parking spaces will be occupied by First Credit Union, now 
located just to the west of this site.  The existing easternmost driveway on Blue Mound Road would be closed, which 
would help ease the traffic situation there, Ms. Welch reported.  Also, the 76th Street driveway would be relocated to 
the north, away from the intersection. 
 
Eric Neumann, P.O. Box 7, Oconomowoc, WI; and John Udvare, 333 N. 35th Street, Milwaukee, were present.  Mr. 
Neumann displayed and described a rendering of the proposed building and a site plan.  He pointed out other 
businesses near this intersection.  Asked about the question of rear screening that arose at the Plan Commission 
meeting, Mr. Neumann said that most of the trees and the fence line to the rear are on the neighboring resident’s side 
of the property line.  That property drops away from the credit union site, making it difficult to berm.  The existing 
conditions along with some additional landscaping would provide some shielding.  The traffic pattern would not 
direct headlights into the resident’s backyard. 
 
The Chair expressed concern about left turns onto Blue Mound so close to the 76th Street intersection.  Ms. Welch 
said that closing the easternmost driveway is an improvement to the current situation.  The driveway access would be 
at least a half block away from the intersection.  She noted that engineering staff has reviewed the plan and 
commented that a credit union will generate less traffic than a service station. 
 
Noting other parking concerns in the area that the Traffic and Safety Committee has addressed, Ald. Herzog 
mentioned that all employee parking should be kept within the property.   In response to follow-up questions, Ms. 
Welch explained that the credit union is being considered a Conditional Use rather than a Permitted Use since it is 
open to the public and is more similar to a bank.  The Conditional Use would stay with the property for banking 
services only. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Treis, seconded by Ald. Becker to recommend to Council 
  approval of the Conditional Use.     Ayes:  8 
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Conditional Use – 2600 N. Mayfair Road 
 
Ms. Welch reported on a request by Stephen Smith, Mayfair Properties, Inc., for a Conditional Use in the AA 
Business District at 2600 N. Mayfair Road to install wireless telecommunications antennas and equipment.  The 
applicant proposes to install up to 12 antennas on the north tower at Mayfair Mall.  The antennas would be mounted 
within the building inset at the 12th floor and would be painted to match that area so that they would be completely 
invisible from the street.  The equipment shelter would be installed within the 12th floor of the building.   
 
Drew Terry of Nextel, 400 W. Grand Avenue, Elmhurst, IL, presented a photographic representation of the proposed 
installation.  He noted that the antennas will not look like others on buildings in this area. 
 
Ald. Sullivan commended the subtle appearance of the proposed installation, commenting that the cellular antennas 
that at first seemed innocuous now seem to be sticking out all over. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Becker, seconded by Ald. Krol to recommend to Council 
  approval of the Conditional Use.     Ayes:  8 
 
 
Conditional Use and Lease Agreement - Wireless Communications Facility at 1155 N. 73rd Street 
 
The committee reviewed a request by Mark Russert, agent for Voicestream, for a Conditional Use in the Park and 
Open Space District at 1155 N. 73rd Street for a wireless communications facility.  Ms. Welch noted that this was 
before the committee previously but was held for further review of the lease agreement, which is now presented for 
consideration.  The applicant proposes to erect a cellular tower at Hart Park that would also serve as a flag pole.  
They will rebuild an existing equipment shed and expand it to house their equipment.  Voicestream has agreed to an 
$11,000 one-time lease payment and a yearly fee that will be paid into the park fund.   
 
Mark Russert of Bottomline Telecom representing Voicestream, 600 W. Virginia Street, Milwaukee, was present. 
 
Ald. Sullivan raised the question of lighting the flagpole .  Mr. Russert indicated acceptance of Voicestream providing 
and paying for the lighting including electricity costs.  They are replacing an existing pole that may already be lit, he 
noted.   
 
  Moved by Ald. Sullivan, seconded by Ald. Becker to recommend to Council 
  approval of the Conditional Use contingent upon the applicant providing 
  proper nighttime illumination – 
 
Ald. Ecks asked about floodplain considerations in connection with the equipment shed.  Ms. Welch said that it must 
be elevated so that none of the equipment is below flood level because the site will be included in the overall Hart 
Park plan. 
 
In response to a question of how the lease amounts were arrived at, Ms. Aldana explained that when the City 
Attorney’s office handled a similar agreement awhile ago they researched other municipalities and other lease 
arrangements and to determine that ours was consistent.  An existing water tower lease, in fact, contains the same 
incremental increases as the proposed lease, confirming that it is consistent with others negotiated previously.  Mr. 
Russert noted that some of those leases began two years ago, but Voicestream is starting at the point where the 
increases are now.   
 
The Chair commented that this seems to be a good arrangement for the city in that we are gaining sports equipment 
space and the responsibility for upkeep falls on the applicant. 
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  8 
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  Moved by Ald. Becker, seconded by Ald. Kopischke to recommend to Council 
  approval of the proposed lease agreement contingent upon the applicant 
  providing proper nighttime illumination.     Ayes:  8 
 
 
Proposed Intergovernmental Agreement on Exchange of Inspection Services 
 
Referring to his memo of July 24, 2003, Mr. Wheaton reported on a proposed intergovernmental agreement among 
southeastern Wisconsin communities to provide mutual aid for emergency inspections in connection with disasters 
such as tornados, floods, or windstorms.  It is at those times that our resources are very much taxed, he said.  In the 
last two flood events, for example, it would have been beneficial to have more inspectors to assist local staff.  The 
proposed agreement is modeled after the Milwaukee County mutual aid pact.  It is hoped that initially 70 
southeastern Wisconsin communities will be involved. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Herzog, seconded by Ald. Ecks to recommend to Council 
  execution of the proposed intergovernmental agreement – 
 
Ald. Ecks asked if there is any state incentive money for municipal agreements of this type.  Mr. Wheaton said he is 
not aware that it applies in this instance but will check with the City Attorney.  He acknowledged that the agreement 
has the potential for being a stepping stone toward shared services down the line, but he said that is not its intent. 
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  8 
 
 
Policy on Space “Reservation” Practices along 4th of July Parade Route  
 
Mr. Kappel reported that he looked into developing a policy for dealing with space “reservation” practices for the 4th 
of July parade following this committee’s previous discussion on the matter.  In a memo dated July 16, 2003, he 
outlined some of the problems created by parade viewers “reserving” space this year as early as Monday evening, 
June 30th.  Those problems included obstructed bus stop areas, blocked side access from cars, blocked business 
parking, and numerous hours spent by police and public works personnel replacing chairs blown into the street.  
Having conferred with police department and public works field personnel, Mr. Kappel recommended the following 
policy:  
 

1. No portion of the public way may be obstructed by chairs, blankets, tape, rope, or any other type of 
“reservation” device until 6:00 a.m. on the day of the parade. 

2. At that time, there should be someone at least18 years of age or older present should weather conditions 
warrant an attendant to insure items remain on the curb and off the street.  [see later motion] 

3. Items placed out prior to 6:00 a.m. may be confiscated without notice.  The city retains the right to dispose of 
these items. 

4. Items unattended in the street may also be confiscated. 
5. The temporary no parking signs will carry a warning of “No items in right of way prior to 6:00 a.m. on 

parade day” (or similar language) 
 

Mr. Kappel said that public works personnel would enforce the policy through existing encroachment ordinances.  
There was no enforcement this year, he said, because of the lack of a policy, but it has become clear that alderpersons 
and parade attendees are looking for a little “clamping down” on the “reservation” process.  He recommended that 
the policy be publicized immediately and also prior to the event next year.  Police representatives felt that the 6 a.m. 
limitation would not create traffic jams and would probably get people back to the days when they strolled in with 
their chairs just prior to the parade.  Mr. Kappel felt that the proposed policy is reasonable and enforceable.  It will 
help keep the right-of-way clear for businesses and pedestrians, including the handicapped, without “raining on” 
parade goers.   
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Ald. Herzog said he likes the proposed policy but he felt the requirement for someone at least 18 or older may be too 
strict.  He suggested a change to 16 or 14.  There were further suggestions of simply specifying a “responsible 
person” or setting the age at 11 or 12.  Mr. Kappel indicated that it would be the police who are dealing with the issue 
on the morning of the parade. 
 
Ald. Kopischke noted that this is a positive problem in that there is so much enthusiasm for the parade, and we are 
asking people to simply channel their enthusiasm to the morning of the parade.  He recommended informing the 
public of this policy in a positive way. 
 
  Moved by Ald. Sullivan, seconded by Ald. Krol to recommend to Council 
  adoption of the policy as drafted with the exception of changing the language 
  in #2 to require “a responsible person at least 12 years of age.”     Ayes:  8 
 
Ald. Krol pointed out that the policy can always be adjusted if there are any problems.  He said that this year’s 4th of 
July was something of an anomaly with the storm that blew through just a few hours before the parade.  He noted 
that Mr. Kappel has reported that there was ample space to view the parade no matter what time parade goers arrived, 
and his own observations have been similar.   
 
Ald. Ecks emphasized the importance of informing the public of this change, especially since chairs placed there 
early will be removed.  Posting signs is helpful, he said, but people don’t always read them.  He recommended 
prominently featuring the information on the web site and cable channel during the week prior to the parade and also 
including it in newsletters and news releases. 
 
  Vote on the motion, Ayes:  8 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m. 
 
 
         Carla A. Ledesma, City Clerk 
         Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
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